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A Different PAC*SJ Annual Celebration      

/ "ɖ2)ɀÚɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÍÜÕËÙÈÐÚÌÙɯÛÖÖÒɯÈɯ

different turn this year. A more casual Trivia 

Night was held on October 27 th at the San Jose 

6ÖÔÈÕɀÚɯ"ÓÜÉɀÚɯÓÈÕËÔÈÙÒɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎȭɯɯ 

Teams, with clever names related to history and 

the Valley, gathered at tables near the stage and 

wildly competed for bragging rights. There were 

five rounds of trivia questions related to Santa 

Clara County with the third round emphasizing 

local history. The winner of the third round will be 

honored with their name etched on a plaque in-

stalled at the History San Jose Hotel Lobby. This 

àÌÈÙɀÚɯ ÞÐÕÕÌÙɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÌÈÔȮɯMurgotten But Not 

Forgotten, composed of members of the California 

Pioneers of Santa Clara County.  (A.P. Murgotten was one of the founders of the Cali-

fornia Pioneers back in 1875.) The Pioneers do know their history and are hard to beat. 

3ÏÌɯÛÌÈÔɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÍÐÝÌɯÙÖÜÕËÚɯÞÈÚɯɁ#ÙÐÌËɯ!ÜÛɯ-ÖÛɯ%ÖÙÉÐËËÌÕɯ

%ÙÜÐÛȮɂÈɯÕÈÔÌɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ5ÈÓÓÌàɀÚɯÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɯ"ÖÕÎÙÈÛÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚȵɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ

winning round teams are listed on page 14. 

Jim Zetterquist and Joe Melehan took charge of the Trivia Contest. Judge Paul Bernal 

selected the final questions and acted as referee.  Bill Foley developed the power point 
                     (Continued on page 2) 

Paul Bernal, referee and selector 

of the Trivia questions  

History Round  

Winning Team,  

Murgotten But Not 

Forgotten, left to 

right,  Tim Peddy, 

April and Hans Hal-

berstadt, John Stolpe, 

and Rick Helin  
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A Different PAC*SJ Annual Celebration ȹ"ÖÕÛɀËȺɯ 

presentation, where each question was displayed on screen, often with a relevant photo. 

The rest of the PAC*SJ Board organized the food, drinks, decorations and set up. Thank 

you to all who made this event a success. 

The event included gourmet pizza, salad, cookies, and beverages. The decorations were 

autumn inspired and in the spirit of  Halloween. Some attendees wore costumes represent-

ing local historical figures. The winning costume was Lisa Wangsness (pictured right) as a 

member of the German Club that has a long history in San Jose.     

Sales tables, a silent auction and a city landmark photo quiz rounded out the activities. The 

most interesting  items in the silent auction were whale bones (very large) and a giant Elk 

hoof, fur and all, made into an ashtray (truly a unique item.)  

The event was so successful PAC*SJ just might repeat the event 

ÐÕɯƖƔƕƖȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÔÐÚÚɯÐÛȭɯɯa        (More photos  on page 12) 

  

 

  

Left, Gilda Messmer as a firehouse Dalmatian; middle, John 

Frolli, Cici Green, Ron Maeder; right, Lisa Wangsness 

dressed in authentic German outfit as a German Club  

member. (Photos/text: G. Frank) 

 

Become a PAC*SJ Board Member 

PAC*SJ is looking for qualified applicants to be  

considered for openings on our Board.   
 

If you think you would be interested, please review the 

Board member requirements and application on our web-

site, www.preservation.org.   If you have questions, call 

us at  408-998-8105.  We hope to hear from you. 
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 $ßÌÊÜÛÐÝÌɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ,ÌÚÚÈÎÌ 
 2ÖÔÌÖÕÌɯÖÕÊÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɯ

like Shakespeare ex-

cept for all of the cli-

ÊÏõÚȭɂɯ 6ÌÓÓȮɯ ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ

year is coming to an 

end and that brings to 

mind all kinds of cli-

chés. How many times 

ÞÐÓÓɯ ÞÌɯ ÏÌÈÙɯ Ɂ(ɯ ÊÈÕɀÛɯ

believe how fast the 

àÌÈÙɯÞÌÕÛɯÉàȳɂɯÖÙɯɁ(Ûɯ

seems like we just cele-

ÉÙÈÛÌËɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÏÖÓÐËÈàȭɂɯ

The list goes on and 

(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯàÖÜɯÈÓÓɯÒÕÖÞɯ

the classics and proba-

bly use most of them. 

The funny thing about 

most of these clichés though is that they are often true. And 

they apply to much more than holidays or the end of the year. 

6ÌɀÙÌɯÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÔÖÙÌɯÈÕËɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ

preservation. 

8ÖÜɀÝÌɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯÉÌÌÕɯÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓȮɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙÓàɯÈÚɯ

they relate to the financial mess facing most local govern-

ments as well as the Federal government. Have you heard the 

ɁÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÔÖÕÌàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÈÛɂɯÖÕÌȳɯ.ÙɯÔÈàÉÌɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÌÕÑÖàÌËɯ

ÛÏÌɯɁÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɂɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÜÚÌËɯÛÖɯÑÜÚɪ

tify the demolition of such important buildings as the former 

MLK Library on West San Carlos Street.  

The long, slow death of the MLK building should be complete 

by the time you read this. The building was torn down along 

ÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÊÓÐÊÏõÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÛÛÈÊÏÌËɯÛÖɯÐÛɯÓÐÒÌɯɁÛÏÌÙÌɯ

ÐÚɯÕÖɯÔÖÕÌàɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɂɯàÌÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÔÖÕÌàɯÛÖɯ

demolish a City landmark -eligible building.  

Although times continue to be frustrating, we are doing what 

we can to advocate for the issues important to our commu-

ÕÐÛàȭɯ ÕËɯÉàɯɁÖÜÙɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɂɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÔÌÈÕɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈɪ

tion community. Preserving the architectural heritage of San 

Jose is important to everyone who lives or visits here since it 

portrays the history and character of our city.  

2×ÌÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÊÓÐÊÏõÚȮɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÔàɯÓÈÚÛɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯàÌÈÙɯÚÖɯÐÛɀÚɯÈɯ

good time for a brief year -end wrap -up. Simply put, PAC*SJ 

has had a busy year. As funding for City staffing and historic 

preservation programs continued to dwindle, we began  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

regular meetings with the City Planning Department. 

These meetings have been beneficial in that they allow us 

to raise issues of concern and Planning can raise issues. We 

also continue to participate in the Historic Landmarks 

Commission meetings and we met with several members 

of the City Council during the year.  

We co-sponsored a very successful downtown walking 

tour this summer. The event was sold-out and has inspired 

us to plan future tours. Already in the planning stages is a 

tour of Wolfe and Wolfe homes scheduled for next August.  

Our annual Gala this year was a fun-filled Trivia Night. It 

was such a great mix of fun and history that we might do it 

again. 

We also continued to hold our ever -growing Garage Sales. 

Thanks to an army of volunteers this event just keeps on 

expanding. Watch for our next sale in the Spring.  

Fundraising continues to be a challenge. We have reduced 

our expenses considerably and continue to run a very lean 

organization. Please think of PAC*SJ if you are making 

year-end contributions. Your support is very much appre-

ciated. 

The end of the year is also a good opportunity to say 

thanks. First, my thanks to Judy Stabile who will be leaving 

the Board at the end of the year. Judy has brought her ex-

pertise and thoughtfulness to the Board and we will miss 

her input but she will still be assisting us with the mission 

of PAC*SJ. 

Also, many thanks to our dedicated officers and Board 

members. PAC*SJ would not exist without the efforts of the 

Board and our many volunteers. At the risk of forgetting 

someone if I attempt to name individuals, let me just thank 

everyone who has offered their support to us during the 

year. 

Congratulations to our new officers and recently elected 

Board members.  

'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÛÖɯÈɯ'È××àɯÈÕËɯ'ÌÈÓÛÏàɯƖƔƕƖȭɯɯa 

 

Brian Grayson  

PAC*SJ Executive Director  

Brian Grayson in  front of First 

Church on St. James St. 
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 
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Surrounding Willow Street Pizza  
The small, quaint brick building, known as Willow 

Street Pizza,  at 1072 Willow Street has become en-

gulfed in a huge, new development. At least we 

should be grateful that the historic structure has 

been saved from the wrecking ball. It is estimated 

the building was built in the early 1930s and is de-

scribed as a Spanish Eclectic design. The building 

sports a cream façade with side walls of rustic brick 

and is topped with a half -gabled roof of Spanish 

tiles.  

3ÏÌɯɁ3ÖÜÙÐÕÎɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ6ÐÓÓÖÞɯ&ÓÌÕɂɯÉÖÖÒɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌÚɯ

the various businesses that resided in this little 

structure as:  1934, Willow Glen Recorder, Willow Glen 

Scavenger Co., Bradley Thomas Publishing Co.;  1938-1944, Cleaners, Con-

fectionary; 1945-1957, Willow Way Creamery, a popular restaurant and 

fountain; 1957,  Pizza Village and other pizza parlors; 1991, Willow Street 

Pizza, with other locations launched successfully later.  

The massive three-story complex, called the Town Square, surrounds the 

little Willow Street Pizza building.  The complex will include +ÖÜɀÚɯ5ÐÓÓÈÎÌɯ

Restaurant, a large parking garage, and will house some of the busi-

nesses that resided on the corner before construction began last Septem-

ber. Renovation of Willow Street Pizza is included in the Town Square 

project, including a new bar area and an expanded patio. The remodel 

should be completed in December.  

A Willow Street Pizza Ú×ÖÒÌÚÔÈÕȮɯ,ÐÊÏÈÌÓɯ)ÈÊÖÉÐȮɯÛÖÓËɯɁ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÐÛàɂɯÛÏÌàɯ

are delighted that downtown Willow Glen is evolving from a sleepy 

little berg to a trendy place to wine, dine, and shop. Since walking to 

nearby destinations is gaining popularity these days, Willow Glen 

neighbors will have greater choices to visit within walking dis-

tance of their homes. And for those who must drive to Willow 

Glen, parking will be less of a problem with the new garage right 

next to Willow Street Pizza. All the restaurants and shop owners 

anticipate that the new project will bring more visitors to down-

town Willow Glen.    a         G. Frank   

    

    

   

Top photo, taken on August 26th.  Above, taken in 

May of 2011 (G. Frank) .  Below, photo from years 

ago.  Lower left, a vintage photo of  Village Pizza.  

Source: Touring Historic Willow Glen, Ten Walking Loops, History Committee of 

the Willow Glen Neighborhood Association and PAC*SJ, 2007. 
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 Losing a Piece of San Jose History 
This is what it looks like when San Jose loses a piece of 

history.  Photos were taken on October 30th, 2011. The 

former Martin Luther King Jr. Library, on West San 

Carlos Street, was slowly razed, erasing an architectural 

symbol of the heavy growth period of the 1960s-1970s 

in San Jose.  By press time this unique blend of styles 

(modern,  Spanish Colonial and Brutalism) will be gone 

ÍÙÖÔɯ ÖÜÙɯ #ÖÞÕÛÖÞÕȮɯ ÔÈÒÐÕÎɯ ÞÈàɯ ÍÖÙɯ Èɯ ɁÔÖËÌÙÕɂɯ

structural addition to the Convention Center.  a  

               

 

 

 

Photos: G. Frank  
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Preservation LossɭThe Briones House     

The Briones House is Gone!  By Clark Akatiff   
Despite years of ef-

fort, its listing as one 

of the most endan-

gered historic build-

ings by the National 

Trust for Historical 

Preservation, the 

countless legal en-

tanglements and 

reversals, in spite of 

all those things and 

others,  in May of 

this year the "Old 

Girl" was decon-

structed, pried apart, piece by piece, and sold to the highest bidder. 

This is a loss that cannot ever be regained.  It reflects terribly on the sense of history and tradition that characterizes our mod-

ern Society.  Given the vast wealth of our community, the fact that it took a mighty effort to raise the $25K to save only a 

small section of wall, lets us know that historical preservation is always a difficult task.   

Difficult, but necessary.   So it was with that in mind that  a small group of people, with the invaluable assistance of the City  

of Palo Alto, succeeded in purchasing and finding storage for a 12 foot section of the original building dating from before t he 

Gold Rush, and the oldest such structure in our region.   Additionally we acquired the stones said to have been gathered by 

the Indian Neophytes and which were constructed into a wall at the Briones -Nott Structure (Charles Nott was the second 

owner.)  Much of the Nott addition was carefully deconstructed for the valuable first cut lumber which was used in the 1908 

addition to the Casa.   We also have   other materials from the building, enough for a construction of a model.  

Why do such a thing?   You can never save the 

past.  The past is gone, all one can do is save a 

memory of the past and a tangible link to the past, 

in the form of artifacts and monuments.  That is 

what we have done; saved an artifact in order to 

create a monument.   At this point there are vari-

ous ideas of how the old wall can be used.   My 

initial idea is that it could be erected in Esther 

Clark Park as a monument to two significant 

women in our regional history, Juana Briones, and 

$ÚÛÏÌÙɯ"ÓÈÙÒȭɯɯɯ(ɯÌÕÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÈɯɁ×ÖÙÛÈÓɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛɂɯɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÖÓËɯÚÛÖÕÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯɁ(ÕËÐÈÕɯÞÈÓÓɂɯÍÓÈÕÒɪ

ing the remnant of the Casa.   But others have spo-

ken of an installation in the soon to be realized 

Palo Alto History Museum.  Another thought is 

an installation in the newly completed Byxbee 

Park where it would once again stand on the hill 

overlooking the Santa Clara Valley, as it did in  

         (Continued on page 7) 


