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BallPark DEIR Inadequate  
The public comment period for the proposed ballpark has come and gone.  

PAC*SJ submitted several pages of comments pointing out inconsistencies, inac-

curacies and incompleteness.  The City says it doesn’t want to be sued and be-

lieve it or not, we would like not to have to sue.  But for the City to put forward 

such a DEIR (Draft Environmental Impact Report) document as being a thor-

ough and genuine attempt to adhere to CEQA (California Environmental Qual-

ity Act) is frankly insulting.  One of the purposes of CEQA is to protect cultural 

resources by first doing exploratory research and then assessing and mitigating 

impacts by trying to find the solution with the lowest feasible impact.  And yet 

the City has already assumed it will tear down or remove all existing buildings 

on the 

s i t e .  

C E Q A ’ s 

intent is 

to help 

decision-

m a k e r s 

s h a p e 

their deci-

sions, not 

d e f e n d 

them.  If the City decides to tear down the existing historic buildings, it must 

show why integrating them into the project (a lower impact than removal or 

demolition) is infeasible, and I saw no evidence to suggest that the City will do 

any such analysis.  The City expects that of its customers and as a public agency 

it should be held to at least that high a standard.  

CEQA exists for a reason.  It exists because the citizens of this state, including 

 (Continued on page 3) 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Since the last issue of Continuity a number of interesting happenings took place 

for PAC*SJ.  Our Historic Movie Night coincided with a reunion of the Fruit 

Cocktail Club.  For those of you who attended you know that we can make an 

educational event fun while still being informative.  What’s even better is that it 

was free and open to the public.  All agreed that it was a great success.  I found it 

fascinating how many of our members and friends brought exotic dishes mostly 

containing Spam, fruit cocktail, or dried fruit.  The movies brought both our early 

and more recent history to life.  The films held the attention of 8 year-olds and 80 

year-olds alike.  I want to take this opportunity to publicly thank the event 

organizers and the volunteers who worked so hard to put on this great evening 

which has become one of the most effective ways to get our preservation message 

out to people who might not otherwise hear it. 

In past columns, I have written that Preservation is good for business.  I would now like to add to that 

statement.  Some of the discussions among members of our Board and Staff have centered on informing people 

in our community that preservation is also good business.  By just dropping the word “for”, the meaning of the 

phrase changes significantly.  Both statements are true and of equal importance.  It is our job as PAC*SJ to 

educate the political, development, and commercial communities just what that means to them.  How can they 

benefit from saving and restoring buildings and neighborhoods that are determined to be worthy of saving 

and restoring?  We will be working on that project over the next few years.  There are other cities around the 

country that we can point to as examples. 

We also had the privilege of introducing PAC*SJ to the Daughters of the American Revolution during one of 

their meetings in Los Gatos.  Preparing for and during the presentation I came to the realization that 

preservation can also be a patriotic act.  Think about that.  What a great way to honor our forefathers and 

pioneers by keeping a part of their lives and their history alive.  We respect our community’s heroes by 

preserving those places where they were born, where they planned, where they worked, where they sacrificed 

and where they died. 

My short term as president of PAC*SJ has already 

provided me with some great lessons on business and 

life.  I am grateful for that. 

         Joe Melehan 

         PAC*SJ President, 2006 
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  BallPark DEIR Inadequate (cont’d) 
 (Continued from page 1) 

 San Joséans, were and are concerned about our dwindling natural and cultural resources.  CEQA is the 

public’s voice in this whole development process and we shouldn’t have to stand up and holler every time 

our elected and public officials make a decision.  We’ve already told the public officials — not just through 

CEQA — but through the public creation of design-guidelines, the cultural resources components of the 

General Plan and of countless other localized plans.  These directives are important to the people of this 

community and our public agencies should be speaking with our voice because as taxpayers we are the ones 

who fund the whole exercise.  And that the public’s voice continues to be trivialized as evidenced by the 

inadequacy of its environmental reviews is 

disturbing to me.  I hope it is to you.  No matter 

whom you’re voting for, or in which election, there 

are multiple candidates running for numerous 

offices this year.  Make sure these candidates know 

that you expect the City to uphold the law.              

             Megan Bellue 

⇑   Patty’s Inn: History will be lost; Meets 

criteria for Candidate City Landmark 

⇓⇓⇓⇓ Stephens’s Meat Company: an important 

post-war resource; history is insufficient in 

DEIR 

⇓⇓⇓⇓ Mission Revival Apartments; Likely a rare & unique 

work of a SJ distinguished architectural firm of the 

early 20th century 
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Executive Director’s Message  
The result will be to 

help put the commu-

nity back together.  

Help teach children 

about how to nurture 

their environment so 

that it in turn nur-

tures them.   What 

happens in our envi-

ronment affects us in 

very real ways.  

Imagine you’re run-

ning late to a meet-

ing, you have to sit 

in rush hour traffic 

and it’s all the way 

across town— stop and go, stop and go.  How do you 

feel when you get there?  Trust me, I know.  Most likely 

you feel grumpy, tired and frustrated.  Imagine if to get 

to your appointment you only had to walk down five 

tree-lined blocks?  How would you feel then?   I’m not 

being a  Pollyanna.  None of us can really live like that 

but I tell you this to illustrate that your environment 

unquestionably affects well-being.   What I’m suggest-

ing is that as we do infill housing, as we develop down-

town and neighborhoods, that we, and more impor-

tantly our decision-makers, apply these concepts to 

their decisions.  For example, there’s a way to knit the 

proposed new ballpark into the community and make it 

a neighborhood ballpark. Just look at Camden Yard in 

Baltimore or Petco Park in San Diego.  Incorporate the 

historic buildings into the park itself.  It doesn’t have to 

be a giant presence dwarfing all human scale and creat-

ing further deterrents to pedestrianism.  All I’m asking 

is that we use a little imagination to knit this city back 

together in a way that’s proven to be successful.  You 

would be surprised at what can happen, and I hope 

you’ll continue to support our efforts. 

 

       Megan Bellue     

       PAC*SJ Executive Director 

It continues to be an interesting and exciting time at 

PAC*SJ.  We’re embarking on an organizational visioning 

and planning process in order to launch big, new pro-

grams soon.  We are very excited about where we’re 

headed and the impact we feel we can have on preserva-

tion in San José in the years to come. 

Though for all my excitement, I hear a disheartening re-

frain all too frequently.  It goes something like this.  “I 

don’t want to rehab my old building or have it listed on 

any inventory.  I just want to wait and then I’ll sell out to a 

big developer for the big bucks.”  The first question I have 

to ask is, do we care so little about our community that 

that’s how were going to treat it?  Is this how we treat our 

neighbors?  Is this really the place that you want to leave 

behind for your children?  Because the person who envi-

sions selling out for big dollars might hope their kids will 

fly away to somewhere ostensibly nicer than San José, but 

the reality for most people is that we don’t frequently stray 

too far from our roots in the end.  Rather than looking to 

get the most money, you have a responsibility to leave be-

hind a community that’s intact.  Help them keep their 

home.  Help retain some of what it is about San José that 

attracted you in the first place.  Will property still com-

mand high prices if homeowners sell out to high-rise con-

dos?  Will San José remain a nice place to live if we con-

tinue to degrade and erode our neighborhoods?  If all we 

have is our destroyed neighborhoods, the only people who 

will want to live here will be those folks who can’t afford 

to live someplace else. 

I also wonder, does that person who sold out feel like its 

too late for San José?  I can see why he might think that, 

but it’s not too late.  Sensitive, thoughtful design and plan-

ning throughout the city are necessary, especially down-

town.  Whether you care to admit it or not, the downtown 

is the heart of this great machine and if it’s not healthy the 

rest of the machine won’t work.  Rehabilitate human scale 

housing in our troubled neighborhoods; in all our 

neighborhoods.  Help families buy their own home in a 

real neighborhood.  Help them develop pride of place and 

community.   

 Megan Bellue 
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  Save Hangar One 
 PAC*SJ 

advocates for the preservation and reuse of historic Hangar One at the 

former Naval Air Station Moffett Field in the Santa Clara Valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can you do? 

1.  Join the Save Hangar One Committee (SHOC) which came together in July, 2005, to ad-

vocate for the preservation and reuse of Moffett's historic Hangar One.  They welcome your 

help as they work to influence the Navy, regulators, and political leaders as they make de-

cisions affecting this unique regional landmark.  Check out www.savehangarone.org . 

2.  Write your county supervisor, congressperson and senator expressing your wish to find 

a solution to saving this unique, historic structure. 

3.  Attend public meetings and speak out for the preservation of Hangar One. 

Picture is Circa 1934 of Hangar 1 with the dirigible U.S.S. Macon 
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THE DOG  
lars at work!). Throw in the final cost of the Taj Mahal, er-r, 

I mean Gonzo Dome, er-r, excuse me, I mean the new City 

Hall...a whopping $507 mil which we dogs and our pup-

pies will be paying on for the next 40 years! Way over the 

original promised cap! Add in secret deals for labor un-

ions; buying ballpark land for a non-existent team, plus 

traffic and parking problems; subsidizing a car race (shoot, 

we dogs would race through the city streets for free!); con-

sidering land purchase for a soccer stadium, etc. Have to 

admit those last three projects might rate a doggie salute as 

a future city project in another location. The loss of historic 

structures and tearing up established neighborhoods really 

raises my hackles! And we dogs are smart enough to know 

not to have puppies unless we can feed them! 

Our vaunted U.S. Naval forces, protectors of all things 

American, wants to demolish 

Moffett Field's Hangar One! 

An icon of our valley, symbol 

of the start of the aerospace 

industry, this 1933 structure is 

an important part of our his-

tory and deserves to be pre-

served. Maybe it's not beautiful, 

but it sure is awe-inspiring and what a history lesson is 

encased in that cavernous structure. My pappy and grand-

pappy both howled in there, and I can still hear the echoes! 
 

We dogs are snivelin' at the bulldozing of San Jose's last 

big cannery...Del Monte's fruit processing plant at Auze-

rais and Sunol Avenues is history, to be replaced by almost 

400 condos and townhouses filled with humans with no 

place to work. Closed in 1996 after 82 years of providing 

jobs and continuity to thousands of local workers, Del 

Monte now resides in Modesto. Few beautiful blossoming 

orchards left in our valley to feed the plant, progress 

comes at a big price. Del Monte's venerable water tower is 

the last vestige of a way of life, poking up in the sky above 

all those houses. 

An even older piece of our history is threatened with ex-

tinction. The music, gayety and noise emanatin' from the 

1865 Almaden Feed & Fuel stagecoach stop cum road-

The travelin' canine is ba-a-ack! Been ramblin' the trails all 

over our valley, and what an eye-opening adventure it was! 

Lucky dogs to live in such a tail-waggin' area. You humans 

better get out and enjoy our beautiful open spaces before 

they disappear! 

My underground mongrels kept an eye on things and 'pears 

as if there is lots goin' on...some good, some bad. A 3-bark 

salute to the South University Neighborhood residents who 

begged for years to get a park in their area. The O'Donnell's 

Gardens Park opened the end of April at Sixth and Williams 

Streets. Dogs love parks! Kibbles & Bits for the Germania, 

led by PAC member Maria Brand, for persevering and fi-

nally getting recognition for Adolph Pfister, mayor of San 

Jose in the 1870s. There's a handsome bronze plaque on the 

walls of the California Room, located in the Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Library. The plaque honors Pfister, an early Ger-

man resident, for using his own mayoral salary to fund San 

Jose's first public library. Pfister also established Alum Rock 

Park, and supported the San Jose Symphony in their early 

years. More Kibbles for Zanotto's, the independent grocery 

in downtown San Jose, whose business is finally up after 

early struggles. Probably due to Albertson's closing, but 

gives residents the incentive to shop at Zanotto's and start 

supporting this home-grown team.Their goods are prime, 

their sausage superb, and they are kind to dogs as well as 

humans! 

Is there no end to costly boondoggles by those two-legged 

varmints in City Hall? Residents are stuck with two years of 

legal fees because our esteemed city leaders sued our es-

teemed county leaders to block them from building a con-

cert hall to bring the fairgrounds back to life, to say nothing 

of what the final settlement will cost the city (your tax dol-

Hangar One, 1933 
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house annoys those "newbies" that have built monster 

homes in the area within the past few years. No respect for 

this icon of the era of horses and early autos, miners cele-

bratin' the end of a tough week, locals visitin' one of the 

few nearby waterin' holes, and more distant San Joseites 

lookin' for old-timey fun and food away from the hurley-

burley of the big city. There's a group clamoring to save 

the funky bar and restaurant, so SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 

ROADHOUSE! 

City honchos listened to preservationists in 2003 and 

changed plans for the parking garage next to the historic 

125-year old Donner-Houghton house, moving the garage 

50 feet south to save the house. That 50 foot change meant 

losing the historic Fox Markovits building to save the Don-

ner-Houghton, a sad tradeoff. Doggoned if a shifty devel-

oper now wants to demolish or move the old house to 

make room for a high-rise condo tower.  Them's fightin' 

plans, and I'm callin' on the pack to give a good fight! 

There's howls protestin' tentative requests to raze the 

Babe's Muffler building, saving only the "Babe" statue. 

Like dogs, Babe needs a home to connect with life. Any 

offers? Another development proposed to replace a bit of 

history. These bits add up to a lot of kibbles lost. And do I 

hear a collective growl against the proposal to wrap a new 

building around the existing Carnegie Library? The his-

toric library should be allowed to dominate by stepping 

back any proposed additions. 

There's a rumor that San Fran's Japantown is considering 

selling a large piece of its property. 'Pears as if this might 

be an opportune time for San Jose's Japantown (one of 

only three left in California) to pick up the pace...establish 

a typical Japanese garden park; shine up the existing ar-

chitecturally historic structures; expand the farmer's mar-

ket schedule; encourage Japanese restaurateurs and others 

to relocate; and get out some PR invitin' folks to "come on 

down!" 

Got a changin' of the guard comin' up about the time you 

read this, and there's a plethora (snarf, snarf!) of humans 

lookin' to fill the void. Hopefully, a fresh breeze is headin' 

for our fair city. The sun is finally shinin' and we do need 

it shinin' on the goings-on in City Hall! We need a change 

of climate, and its been said that sunlight is the best disin-

fectant! Out with the likes of Norcal and Grand Prix bugs 

our current Lord and Master has foisted on us two-legged 

and four-legged citizens of this city! But beware! The 

Gonzo had some cohorts supportin' his shenanigans. 

 As for the Gonzo, some enterprisin' human looked gonzo 

up in the dictionary. Bizarre? Unrestrained? Self-

indulgent? Sound familiar? Hm-m-m. Or could it have 

derived from the Germanic "ganso?" Look it up, you dull-

ard goose! (Ar-ooooh! I howl at my own jokes!) Better quit 

b e f o r e  M Y  m a s t e r  y a n k s  m y  c h a i n ! 

SUPPORT HISTORIC PRESERVATION, and HAPPY 

TRAILS TO ALL! 

 

Editor's note: The "Dog" column is submitted anonymously 

and does not necessarily represent the views of PAC*SJ. 

THE DOG cont’d 

DelMonte Water Tower 
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New and Renewed PAC*SJ Members & Donors 

Here is our list of new and renewed members since November of 2005 and up to May 2006.             

Please contact the PAC*SJ Office if we have overlooked your name.  

Mrs. and Mr. Diana Tone Adams 

Mr. Jim Arbuckle 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Austen 

Ms. Patricia Baio 

Ms. Christina Baker 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Beltramo 

Ms. Norvelle R. Benevento 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bernal 

Mr. Heinz Bodeker  

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Borcherding  

Mr. Michael Boulland  

Ms. Maria Brand  

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Brumm  

Ms. Audrey Butcher  

Mr. Peter Constant  

Ms. Bobbie Cronquist  

Mr. Dennis Cunningham  

Ms. Melissa Dile  

Ms. Mary Ann Donegan and Mr. Tim Gray  

Mr. and Mrs. Jo Drechsler  

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Espinosa  

Ms. Lorinda Foss  

Mr. Pete Furman  

Mr. Bill Glick 

Mrs. and Mr. Virginia Good 

Ms. and Mr. Stacy Goss  

Ms Cici Green  

Dr. Bob Gross  

Mr. Ron Hagen 

Berryessa Citizens Advisory Council  

Ms. Virginia Hammerness  

Ms. Susan Hartt  

Mr. Rick Helin Mr. Gabriel Ibarra  

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jaffe  

Ms. Barbara Klein Mr. Carl Lindner  

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Mac Kinnon  

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Marcotte  

Ms. Patti Massey  

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Mc Mahon  

Ms. Diane McQuillen 

Mr. John Messmer 

Ms. Debra Miele and Mr. Matt Paolercio 

Mineweaser & Associates 

Mr. Charles Morrow 

Mr. Gavin Moynahan 

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Mullarky 

Mr. Jack Nadeau 

Ms. Paulette Ornellas 

Mr. Gary L. Parks 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. Pena 

Ms. Catherine S. Phipps 

Ms. Ethel Reinegger 

Mrs. Yolanda Reynolds 

Ms. Elizabeth Rhein 

Mr. Peter Richert and Ms. Sue Burnham 

Mr. Tom Rose 

Ms. Judy Ross 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Ryan 

Mr. David Sarasua 

Ms. Marcella Sherman 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles A. Short 

Ms. Virginia Sorenson 

Steinberg Group Architects 

Ms. Alma Gene Taylor 

Ms. Rosalie Thimann 

Mr. William A. Thomas 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tierney 

Ms. Audre West Ms. Yvonne Wagener  

Mr. Mike Youmans 

Contributors  

Mr. Henry Cord  

Mr. Greg Casella  

Mrs. Susan Hammer and Mr. Phil Hammer  

Ms. Judith Henderson  

Hometec Architecture, Inc  

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Job  

Mr. and Mrs. Andre Luthard  

Mr. Rusty Lutz and Ms. Kate Rogers  

Mr. Randy Saldinger and Mr. Kevin Kelley 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Schoennauer  

Mr. Mark Williams 

Mr. James Zetterquist  

Patrons 

Monitor Mortgage 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Bamburg 

Mr. Norman Finnance & Mr. Mike Reandeau 

Second Generation Renovation 

Lifetime Members 

Greg Casella 

Tom Simon 

Keith Watt 

     

    THANK YOU!! 
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ON THE RADAR 

Ballpark Draft Environmental Im-

pact Report (DEIR) 

PAC*SJ has submitted its comments on 

the ballpark DEIR. (See article on p. 1) 

In addition to PAC’s comments on the 

inadequacies of the assessments  

of the historic structures, other groups, organizations 

and agencies have expressed their concerns about the 

incompleteness of the DEIR regarding traffic, parking, 

neighborhood disruption, etc. Given all this, and the up-

coming election, it may be a while before this DEIR is 

certified complete. 

Almaden Feed & Fuel Bar and Restaurant (AF&F) 

The owner of AF&F property is proposing to tear down 

the former stage coach stop building on Old Almaden 

Road to make room for, what else, housing. A group, 

interested in saving the building and operating the vi-

able AF&F business, is working on making the site a city 

landmark. They are hopeful that with such a designation 

the city will not allow the building to be torn down. A 

back up plan, if the structure is deemed historic and the 

city won’t save it, is to move the building and the busi-

ness to a site in the county. 

Babe’s Muffler 

The city landmark, Babe, is being threatened with losing 

its home. The building which Babe stands in front of, 

Babe’s Muffler on The Alameda, is being proposed for 

demolition. A site plan to build housing is working its 

way through the city planning process. The building, 

unfortunately, is not a landmark, only Babe. Put your 

thinking cap on and try to come up with a creative solu-

tion for Babe’s future in case he loses his present resi-

dence. 

Winchester Mystery House 

In case anyone takes summer visitors to the Winchester 

Mystery House and hears hammers banging, rest  as-

sured it isn’t Mrs. Winchester’s carpenters.   The Land-

marks Commission voted to approve the construction 

of a permanent food kiosk on the site. 

 

 Carnegie Library on East Santa Clara Street 

An addition is planned for the Carnegie Library building 

at 1102 East Santa Clara Street. Additional library space, 

good; wrapping that space around the landmark building 

so that it loses its historic integrity, bad. 

Moffett Field’s Hangar One 

PAC*SJ  will work with other groups interested in saving 

this historic Santa Clara Valley structure. The historic im-

portance of the building is such that PAC*SJ  has hope that 

the National Trust becomes involved for historic preserva-

tion of the Hangar.    

Old City Hall 

It seems that one of the options the city is considering for 

the old city hall on N. 1st St. is to demolish it. PAC will be 

following this issue closely. We at least need to remind the 

city decision makers that by the time the bonds are paid 

off for the new city hall, it will be obsolete and ready for 

demolition! 
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Preservation Action Council of San José wishes to thank the following sponsors for 

their generous support of our Fruit Cocktail Club Movie Night. 

   APRUVAL     Hank Coca’s Downtown Furniture Store 

   KB Home      The Melehan Family 

   Helen Stevens    Keith Watt, Le Petit Trianon 

     ******************************************* 

     In addition, PAC*SJ thanks those who donated historical books for the event. 

   Jim Arbuckle      Bay and Valley Publishers      

   Linda Larson Boston    Leonard McKay  

   Renasci Publications    Keith Watt 

 

           ******************************************* 

For the gifts of time, energy, and good will, a big  thank you to  

Dominic Fass for coordinating the volunteers from the: 

ALPHA PHI OMEGA Service Fraternity, San José State University  

Sampling the delicious food  

 Movie Night Success— Thank You Sponsors! 
If Spam is the virus, fruit cocktail is the answer! The PAC*SJ Fruit Cocktail Movie Club welcomed almost 200 

movie enthusiasts to Movie Night at Le Petit Trianon on March 29, 2006. Forgetting the ubiquitous popcorn, 

movie-goers munched on Spam and fruit cocktail delicacies prepared by members and friends and viewed four 

films depicting various jewels of  San José's history. A special thanks to Movie Night sponsors. 

Enjoying the movies 
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PAC*SJ CALENDAR 

Continuity is distributed to over 800 San José preservationists, homeowners and opinion-formers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 

Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

 
    
    
    
    
    

  June   19  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

  July   17  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

  Aug.  21  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

   Sept.  18  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

   Nov.  17  PAC*SJ Annual Founders’ Day Celebration at the San Jose City Hall Rotunda, 

Preservation Action Alert! 

Would you like to be on the Presentation Action Alert e–mail list?  

Find out about the latest preservation threats or accomplishments in our Val-

ley.  Just send in your e-mail address stating that you wish to be placed on the 

list for receiving the latest news involving preservation in our community.    

Call our PAC*SJ office at 408-998-8105 or send your e-mail address to 

info@preservation.org. 

   Oct.       18  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

   Nov.  20  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 
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SHERRY HITCHCOCK  

Realtor / Broker, GRI, SRES  

Alain Pinel Realtors  

 

408 913-7793  

Hitchcock@apr.com  

www. SherryHitchcock.com  

Save This Date! 

 

Save the date reminder! 

November 17th,  6-9 PM   

Plan on attending our annual  

San José Founder’s Day  

Celebration  

at the new  

San José City Hall Rotunda  

(pictured right)   

More details soon. 

Coming in November! 

Election for San José Mayor and City Council Members  

PAC*SJ urges all those interested in historic preservation to evaluate 

each candidate carefully and vote for those candidates who value pre-

serving our Valley history and culture. 
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PAC*SJ News 

The spring home tour in historic Naglee Park has 

been delayed. Though 6 great homes and homeown-

ers were selected, we learned that the Symphony Sili-

con Valley Designer Showcase Home Tour, as well 

as multiple other events around the Bay Area would 

occur concurrently. We felt these events might sig-

nificantly limit the number of people that we could 

attract. The Board thanks our homeowners, volun-

teers, historians and sponsors for their efforts and 

interest on PAC*SJ's behalf to create a successful, 

lively event and to bring attention to one of San 

Jose's oldest neighborhoods. 

                 Silicon Valley  Los Angeles  

        
 
 

   The Steinberg Group 
 

SAN JOSE 408.295.5446        

LOS ANGELES 213.629.0500                Architecture Planning 

WWW.TSGARCH.COM              

Melehan Family Trust LLC 

 

“Preservation is good business” 

Naglee Park Home Tour  

DELAYED 

Neither Snow, nor Rain, nor Sleet, 

nor Gloom of Night Stops PAC*SJ  
 

The Spring Garage Sale volunteers experienced all 

forms of weather, enduring frozen toes and snow 

on Friday and sunburned noses on Saturday. How-

ever, we earned $2500 for future educational efforts. 

Thanks to Lori Leonard, Lucille Boone, Tom 

Aldridge, Sheik Ali, Edie Pricolo, Bev Blockie , John 

and Gilda Messmer, Ron and Lynnea Hagen, April 

Halberstadt,  Helen Stevens, and the Naglee Park 

neighbors who continue to make our garage sales 

intriguing and successful.  Special donations in-

cluded a china setting for twelve, an original Naglee 

Park front door,  old milk cans, and  1950’s era toys 

and games. 

All remaining items were donated to the YSI Wild-

life Thrift Store on Alum Rock Ave.  Our next ga-

rage sale will occur in late August. To volunteer, 

please email pcuria@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Spring Garage Sale 
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Maria Brand presents the Pfister Plaque to the 

Martin Luther King Library. On the left is President 

of the Villages German Club, Clare Kruse.           
Pictures by Gertrud Gruener 

A long overdue recognition was celebrated by citizens of 

San José on April 3rd at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library.  

A bronze plaque was dedicated in honor of Adolph Pfister, 

Mayor of San Jose 1870-1872, and founding member of the 

San José  Library Association.  On April 3rd 1871, 135 years 

ago, a meeting was held regarding the library.  YMCA rep-

resentatives attended the meeting and offered several hun-

dred books from the YMCA reading room to any board of 

trustees member who might establish a free library.  At that 

meeting Adolph Pfister immediately wrote a check for 

$1,000 and pledged to donate his mayoral salary.   Adolph 

stated:  “It is my desire that by establishing this library, 

care should be taken to keep it free from sectarianism, and 

make it in fact as well as in name, a public library."  

By this single action he set in motion a fund drive, which 

opened a window to the world for the citizens of San José .  

Thus, the first free public library in San José was born.  

Pfister tended to the library by serving the institution for 17 

years as a trustee, 10  years as its president. 

Adolph Pfister was a German pioneer, who was born in 

Strassburg, Elsass, in 1821. He arrived in California in 1847. 

In 1870 he was elected Mayor of San Jose and served two 

terms.  It was above his store, at the corner of Santa Clara 

and First Street, that the “Germania Verein Amateur Or-

chestra, practiced.” This Orchestra was the foundation of 

the San José Symphony. Adolph himself was an accom-

plished musician.  Alum Rock, the rugged area in the east 

hills became a park during his administration.  He built the 

Washington Hotel in 1850 and later operated a booming 

mercantile business, supplying valley farmers with goods.  

By promoting the library, the orchestra and the park, Ad-

olph, in his foresight, provided an environment that would 

nourish and sustain the soul of San José s rapidly growing 

population for generations.  

Adolph was known for his honesty. His store served as a 

bank when there was no bank in town. Miners and others 

left their valuables with Adolph and could be sure every-

thing was intact when they returned, sometimes years 

later. 

Adolph was one of the founders of the Germania Verein 

(club). This organization granted equal voting rights to the  

 Honoring Adolph Pfister 
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 Honoring Adolph Pfister  cont’d 

Early post card of downtown 2nd and Santa Clara Streets, 

⇑  Children from the International 

School of Silicon Valley singing  

German songs at the Dedication 

women as early as 1875. The club was 

founded in 1856 and will celebrate its 

150th anniversary.  

Adolph was community oriented and 

the family tradition continued.  One 

of his sons became a justice, the other 

a county clerk. His granddaughter 

Louisa Ayer was the first woman to 

serve on the board of supervisors in 

1935.  Adolph became a citizen of the 

United States on August 22, 1855 and 

lived the American dream. 

Maria Brand, a PAC*SJ member, has worked 

tirelessly for five years to raise the awareness of 

this admirable German-American pioneer and 

San José citizen.  The German Club at the Vil-

lages raised $5,000 to commission the plaque.  

The strength of Adolph’s character is well ex-

pressed in the bronze plaque created by artist 

Gil Hernandez.  At the presentation Maria 

summarized: ”We have come a long way to 

honor Adolph Pfister, a deserving pioneer and 

great human being. We are proud to present 

this plaque to the library and the citizens of San  

José .”  

    Maria Brand & Gayle Frank 

⇐  ⇐  ⇐  ⇐  Adolph Pfister’s great, great, great 

grandson, Dick  Lynn from Palo Alto, 

with his two daughters and son-in-law 

at the plaque dedication 
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       Our New Staff Member           Our New Board Member 

We welcome 

Milady Casco, 

our new admin-

istrative assis-

tant.  She was 

born and raised 

in San Jose and 

graduated from 

Santa Clara Uni-

versity in 2004 

with a BA in Art 

History and 

Spanish. Profes-

sionally, over the past 5 1/2 years, she has worked for a 

variety of different Bay Area nonprofits helping with 

program management, providing administrative sup-

port and doing some event planning. The nonprofit 

groups she has worked for include Montalvo Arts 

Center, The Role Model Program, and Girls Moving 

Forward. These groups focus on supporting the arts in 

the community or mentoring youth.  

She loves traveling and interacting with the interna-

tional community. During the latter half of 2005, she 

lived in Madrid, Spain studying art restoration and 

working at an art gallery. 

She has a great passion for the arts, cultural preserva-

tion and nonprofit work. In the future, she hopes to 

pursue a masters in art education and work as an art 

educator either in a community based art organization 

or museum. She also hopes to be able to continue 

working with the international art community in some 

capacity. 

For fun, she enjoys attending concerts, going to the 

movies, traveling, drawing and spending quality time 

with her family and friends. 

Welcome to the office, Milady! 

Meet Catherine 

Gowen, our new-

est PAC*SJ Board 

Member.  She was 

born in San Fran-

cisco and raised in 

the Willow Glen 

area of San José.   

She is a develop-

ment officer at the 

Community Foun-

dation Silicon Val-

ley. She concen-

trates on acquiring 

new corporate funds and new nonprofit endow-

ment funds.  She also spends half of her time at 

Cisco Systems, Inc. as its giving counselor.  She is a 

resource to employees on charitable giving issues 

and hopes to bring some of that expertise to the 

board. 

Catherine has always been interested in history 

and cities in general.  In fact she is currently en-

rolled in a class at Stanford called “10 Great Cities 

of Western Civilization.” 

She thinks the work that PAC*SJ does is important 

and  is extremely necessary in our growing and 

evolving world.  She loves the idea that she can 

possibly help preserve something for future gen-

erations.  As a native of the area, she says that 

“there are so many local residents and community 

members, who, not growing up here, just don’t 

know the history of San José  and this wonderful 

area.  To help educate newcomers sounds reward-

ing”. 

Catherine enjoys taking walking tours and loves 

exploring new neighborhoods.     She lists running, 

hiking, reading, history, family, friends, cooking, 

travel, and life-long learning as her primary inter-

ests. 

Welcome to the Board, Catherine! 
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     Preservation Hero  

   John De Vincenzi (1921-2006) 
 

San Jose lost its Renaissance man on April 18 when John De Vincenzi 

passed away at age 85. An artist, educator, community activist, and his-

torian, John was well known within the preservation community for 

joining with PAC*SJ in advocating for the preservation of the historic 

River Street neighborhood. His love for San Jose, and pride for the ac-

complishments of Italian-Americans in the development of our com-

munity, was seen in his three-decades of involvement with the Italian 

American Heritage Foundation. 

At River Street, John saw the remnants of an important ethnic 

neighborhood that represented a period when San Jose became a desti-

nation and new home for thousands of Italian immigrants. John was 

there with us one afternoon in the 1990s at River and St. John Streets, 

playing his beloved accordion to help generate awareness of the importance of this area. He returned to sere-

nade over two hundred people at the annual gala in late 2002, when PAC*SJ celebrated the creation of the 

River Street Historic District, after a long and hard-fought preservation initiative. 

Among his many legacies to the people of San Jose are his biographical stories of Italian-American families, 

published in Heritage Foundation newsletters. He also left a large and unique collection of photographs of 

families, places, buildings, and events - reflecting over a century of local history. Like Italians of the Renais-

sance, John De Vincenzi explored both the past, and planned for the future, by living the life of a creative art-

ist.                

                               Franklin Maggi 

 PRESERVATION IS  

GOOD  

BUSINESS! 
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THEY LEFT THEIR MARK: HERMAN KRAUSE: ARCHITECT 

 Herman Krause (1892-1947) was a major player 

during San Jose's post-World War One building 

boom.  During this period many of the buildings in 

downtown San José went through extensive remod-

els and facade improvements - a Krause specialty.  

Almost all of this commercial work is gone now, but 

most of his private homes near downtown are still 

with us and are looking very good after ninety 

years.  

Herman was the son of Otto Krause who owned a 

brass factory at 97 North River Street.  Their family 

home was at 649 North 9th Street.  Herman would 

later buy a home at 243 North 9th, which became 

his lifetime residence.   

Herman began his career as an artist.  His first job 

was with H.C. Lewis, where he learned the skills of 

a commercial artist by creating signs for downtown 

businesses.  In 1921 he went into business on his 

own, and although he was listed as an interior deco-

rator in the city directories of the 1920's, he had al-

ready, by 1922, designed numerous substantial 

homes in the Hanchett Park area.  These include the 

one-story Spanish Revivals on Sierra Avenue and 

Yosemite Avenue, and a beautiful two-story home 

on Martin Avenue.  Examples of his work in the 

Rose Garden area include the stately home on 

Emory Street, two on Clayton Street, and a more 

modest  one-story home on Naglee Avenue.  There 

are also two fine examples of his work in Palm Ha-

ven, on Clintonia and Palm Haven Drive.  

Krause homes in Naglee Park include the clinker 

brick home with sweeping roof line on South 16th, 

and the cozy Spanish Revival homes on South 15th 

and South 14th.  Perhaps the most unique of his 

homes in Naglee Park on Margaret Street, was the 

one he designed for Fritz Campen, who was a  

partner in the Normandin-Campen auto agency.   A 

textbook  of Spanish Colonial detailing, it is sculpted 

into a hillside at Naglee Terrace.  Most of the Krause 

homes have concrete stucco exteriors that allowed the 

artist in him to express himself with special detailing.  

Fancy pediments over doorways was a favorite.   

The Campen connection extended to the plans for the 

various Normandin-Campen shops and show-rooms. 

Fine example of Krause’s work at Palm Haven 

Spanish Revival home on South 14th Street 
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THEY LEFT THEIR MARK: HERMAN KRAUSE cont’d 

The interesting commercial building at 330 East 

Santa Clara Street was designed for Campen 

adjacent to his Chevrolet dealership.  

Krause's best  known existing commercial 

building is the former Cambiano art fixture shop 

(1928) at 798 South 2nd Street (now the Neptune 

Society). This modest white building is 

dominated by the cast concrete pediment over 

the entryway.  The visitor is led into a small 

courtyard with a beautiful tile-covered fountain 

and tropical plants. The interior of the building 

is a showplace of locally  produced decorative 

tile.  This building should definitely be a city 

landmark. 

The Great Depression spelled the end of most 

construction, and many architects had to resort 

to other work.  In the late 1930's Krause was 

listed in the city directory as a draftsman, and 

later as an engineer.  He did not have time to 

rebuild a post-war career, as he died in 1947 at 

age fifty-five.      

        Jack Douglas, SAH 

Neptune Society Courtyard with locally produced tile 

(1928) 

Neptune Society on South Sec-

ond Street with cast concrete       

pediment over doorway 

(1928) 

The most unique Krause 

home on Margaret Street 

with Spanish Colonial de-

tailing  
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San José  Library’s Building History 

⇐⇐⇐⇐ 3) From 1903  to 1937, San José 

Public Library was located in this 

Carnegie library on the southeast cor-

ner of Fourth and San Fernando 

Streets.  In 1901, Andrew Carnegie 

gave the City of San José a $50,000 

grant for the new library building. It 

opened in 1903.  Later it housed the 

Student Union of San José State Col-

lege. 

While searching the net I hap-

pened to stumble onto the most 

interesting site depicting all of 

the buildings that the San José 

Library has occupied over the 

years.  What incredible varia-

tions in architecture.  The Li-

brary’s residences tell a mini-

history of San José and its de-

velopment.  These pictures 

came from the San José Library 

website at http://www.sjlibrary. 

org/about/history/index.htm.   

      Gayle  Frank 

 ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ ⇒ 2) From 1889 to 1903, the library was 

located on the second floor of the newly 

completed City Hall.  An arduous climb 
up two flights of stairs made it an unpopu-

lar location. 

⇑⇑⇑⇑  1) Artist's rendition of the Knox Block - 

the first site of the San José Free Public Li-

brary in 1872.  The Knox Block is located on 

the south side of Santa Clara Street between 

Market and First. 
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San José Library’s Building History     

 ⇑   5) Groundbreaking in 1967, opening ceremo-

nies April 1970 for the San José Public Library’s 

new home on San Carlos.  

⇑   6) The newest residence for the San José  

Public Library in collaboration with the 

SJSU Library.  Maintains a collection of 1.5 

million items and is the largest all-new li-

brary west of the Mississippi.  Opened in 

August, 2003.  On 4th St. & San Fernando. 

⇑  4) Exterior of the Old Post Office Building on Market 

Street. Location of the Library from 1937 to 1970.  Now is 

part of the San José Museum of Art. 
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PERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTS    

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITES 

CONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTER 

VERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARD 

Planning a special event or meeting, or looking for an elegant,  

professional office space for your small business… 

 

Le Petit Trianon Theatre, an elegant, historic building with 

wonderful acoustics and a storybook setting, is ideal for 

your event planning or business needs. 

 

The Main Theatre seats 348 and the Keith A. Watt Recital Hall seats 80. 

Our Banquet Hall can accommodate up to 150, and the brand new 

Versailles Courtyard can hold over 200 people for outdoor receptions. 

Our Executive Office Suites are approximately  150 square feet and start at $400 per month. 

 

We are located near the new Civic Center Plaza at  

72 N. 5th Street in downtown San Jose, just walking distance from SJSU,  

the County Court House, Post Office, restaurants and retail outlets. 

 

Please contact us at (408) 995-5400 or visit our website at www.trianontheatre.com for more information. 

TTTT R I A N OR I A N OR I A N OR I A N O NNNN     
    

Classical Elegance in the heart of Silicon Valley 

 

L E  P E T I TL E  P E T I TL E  P E T I TL E  P E T I T     

www.TrianonTheatre.comwww.TrianonTheatre.comwww.TrianonTheatre.comwww.TrianonTheatre.com
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please type or print clearly. 

Name(s): 

Organization/Business/Employer: 

 

Please ask your employer about matching programs for your 
contribution. 
Address: 

 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax: 

Cell: 

Email address: 

 

We mostly notify our members of events via email. Not supplying 

an email address will make it harder for us to notify you about our 

events.  

I WOULD LIKE TO RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 

LEVEL OF: 
 

  Student / Senior (65+)      $20 

  Individual         $35 

  Family / Nonprofit       $50 

  Contributor / Small Business   $100 

  Patron / Corporation      $250 

  Benefactor         $1,000 

 

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO DONATE $             

TO HELP PAC*SJ PRESERVE OUR ARCHITECTURAL 

HERITAGE. ONLINE DONATIONS WELCOME. 
 

Please make your check out to “Preservation Action Council of San 

José”, and send it to: PO Box 2287, San Jose, CA 95109-2287 
 

As a 2006 member, you will receive our quarterly newsletter 

Continuity as well as invitations and discounts to our events. 
 

To ask about benefits of higher membership levels, please call (408) 

998-8105. 

I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING (please check): 

 Serving as a Board Member            I am interested in serving on the:  

 Volunteering at or managing events and tours       Advocacy Committee 

 Testifying at public meetings and hearings        Fundraising Committee 

 Writing articles for the newsletter           Education Committee 

 Helping with Preservation Celebration         Membership Committee  

 Helping with Salvage Sale / I have a truck        Audit Committee 

 Pro bono legal assistance              Public Relations  

 Service Learning Partnership (evaluating properties for architectural significance)           

PAC*SJ will not release your contact details to a third parties without your consent. Please check this 

box if you would not like us to publicize your name as a PAC*SJ member:       
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PO Box 2287, San Jose, CA 95109-2287   

The Preservation Action Council of San José 

(PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San José’s 

architectural heritage through education, 

advocacy and events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good 

for our quality of life and good for business. 

We aim to integrate a strong commitment to 

historic preservation into the land use and 

development decisions of the City of San José 

that affect historic resources, as well as into the 

private decisions of property owners and 

developers. We try to bring owners and 

developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

JOIN OR RENEW TODAY—MEMBERSHIP FORM ON PAGE 23! 

           PAC*SJ 2006 Board    

 Megan Bellue, Executive Director  

 

Staff:  

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 384 

SAN JOSE, CA 

Joseph Melehan, President 

Judith Henderson, V.P. Advocacy 

Helen L. Stevens, V.P. Fundraising 

Julia Howlett, Secretary 

Jim Zetterquist, Past President 

Patricia Curia 

Norman Finnance 

Advisory Board: 

Gayle Frank 

Ellen Garboske 

Rachel Gibson 

Catherine Gowen 

Brian Grayson 

Kayla Kurucz 

André Luthard 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal 

Jack Douglas 

Ken Fowler 

Alan Hess 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Judy Stabile 

Keith Watt 

Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

 Megan Bellue, Executive Director  

Milady Casco, Administrative Assistant 

Natalie Loukianoff: Intern 


