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 PAC*SJ’s First Event to Save Dancing Pig! 

Our first event to save San Jose’s Dancing 

Pig Neon Sign took place near the historic 

pig sign at Poor House Bistro restaurant 

at 91 S. Autumn Street. The Bistro, which 

occupies a historic building, donated a 

percentage of all in-house, takeout or gift 

certificate orders purchased on that day, 

when mentioning the Dancing Pig.  

The Sunday party on Feb. 25th was 

a rousing success. PAC*SJ thanks 

Poor House Bistro for hosting the 

event and for its donation.  

   

PAC*SJ sold books, artifacts and art 

work, many of local signs. A silent 

auction for one large illustrated art 

canvas of West San Carlos signs by 

Phillip Gonzales was won by guest, 

Mariann Waddel. Many PAC*SJ 

members and others who wanted to 

save the Pig Sign were present dur-

ing the all-day affair. Sales and do-

nations totaled almost $4,000 that 

will go toward the “Save the Danc-

ing Piggy” Campaign. 

 

Representatives, Stephen Morrison 

and Mike Maltese, from our largest 

sponsor, Bassian Farms, were in 

attendance and brought Stephen’s 

Sausage t-shirts with their 3-piggy 

logo on the front and the back. They 

sold like hotcakes. Bassian Farms 

owns the original recipe, name and 

logo for the famed Stephen’s Sau-

sage. The sausages can be pur-

chased at Mark’s Hot Dogs (a city 

landmark), a Willow Glen deli, and 

hot dog stands at some Home  

Depot stores.         (Cont’d p. 3) 

  

Brian Grayson, John Mitchel and Nina 

Grayson hold the facsimile of  the  

Dancing Piggy Sign, lent to us for the 

event by Dan Charm of History San Jose.   
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 Executive Director’s Message 
It may be a new year but we 

are faced with some of the 

same old frustrations. As 

many of you know, San Jose is 

working to secure an agree-

ment with Google to build a 

massive new campus 

in what is known as the Diri-

don Station Area.  

     

If this proposal comes to frui-

tion, it will drastically change 

the city forever. Some say it 

will change for the better and 

some say it will be for the 

worse. There is not much middle ground on this one. 

       

Although PAC*SJ has not taken a formal position on the pro-

posed Google campus, we are concerned about the possible 

negative impacts on many historic resources within the prob-

able boundaries of the proposal. 

     

Perhaps the best-known resource is the Stephen’s Meat Prod-

ucts sign, better known as the Dancing Pig. This iconic neon 

sign has been in disrepair for many years due to neglect but 

we have started a fundraising campaign to restore the sign 

and bring it back to life. 

     

The sign was under the jurisdiction of the now defunct Rede-

velopment Agency and since that time it has been under the 

Successor Agency to the Redevelopment Agency (SARA). 

Neither entity properly cared for the sign which brought it to 

its current poor condition of today. 

       

We tried for years to get the agency and the city to repair and 

restore the sign and finally have taken the action upon our-

selves. It remains to be seen whether or not SARA or the city 

will assist in providing any funds to repair the damage that 

occurred on their watch. 

       

In the meantime, we have received an estimate that it will 

cost at least $32,000 to repair the sign. We have raised almost 

two-thirds of that amount to date. You can help out by do-

nating. You can contribute online at our website or send 

checks to our office. Thanks to those who have already given. 
   

The saga of the Dancing Pig is illustrative though of how his-

toric preservation is dealt with in San Jose. Obviously, the 

Brian Grayson in  front of  

First Church on St. James St. 
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 

sign should never have been allowed to deteriorate like it 

did but those in charge did not think it important enough to 

take care of it. 
   

We are concerned that the same attitude may prevail when 

it comes to the Google project. We know there are historic 

resources involved and it is likely there are other historic 

resources that have yet to be accurately documented. Will 

these resources be properly protected or will they be demol-

ished for the proposed Google campus? 
   

The city has established a Station Area Advisory Group 

(SAAG) to provide the City Council with community-wide 

input on the wide range of issues swirling around this pro-

posal. When the first staff memo went to Council in Decem-

ber outlining the areas to be represented 

on the SAAG, we expressed concern that, once again, his-

toric preservation was not represented. We were told that it 

was an oversight and it should have been mentioned. 

When the follow-up memo went to Council in January rec-

ommending the various groups that would be represented 

on the SAAG, historic preservation was not among those 

groups being recommended. The words “historic preserva-

tion” were mentioned once in the memo though, 

so apparently it was felt that was sufficient. 
   

The reasoning given as to why historic preservation and 

other non-represented groups were not included was the 

desire to keep the 35-member panel from becoming too un-

wieldly.    

 

Obviously a 35-member panel is unwieldly from the start but 

the City Council didn’t agree.       (Cont’d p. 3 ) 
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E.D. Message (Cont’d)  

   Dancing Pig (Cont’d) 

They added several more groups to the SAAG but historic 

preservation was still not one of them. So now the SAAG con-

sists of at least 38 members with no official representative 

from the historic preservation community. So much for un-

wieldly. 

We are assured there will be plenty of opportunity for public 

input during the process. That’s fine and we hope that input 

will be considered but we all know that not being seated at the 

table puts historic preservation at a disadvantage. In fact, we 

weren’t even advocating that PAC*SJ had to be on the SAAG 

but we felt historic preservation should be represented. Some-

one from the City’s Historic Landmarks Commission would 

have been a logical choice. The city says many of the SAAG 

members will wear several hats and will address historic 

preservation issues. Hopefully that is true but it doesn’t elimi-

nate the fact that the city consciously chose not to include spe-

cific representation from the historic preservation community. 

Again. 
   

Fortunately, we found out just before the SAAG met for the 

first time that the Shasta Hanchett Park Neighborhood Associ-

ation (SHPNA) appointed their president, Edward Saum, to 

the SAAG to represent SHPNA . Edward is also the chair of 

the Historic Landmarks Commission. So, historic preservation 

will at least have an unofficial representative on the SAAG 

thanks to the SHPNA Board. 
   

It will be critical for everyone who believes our historic re-

sources are important to speak-up at public meetings, call and 

write the Mayor and City Council, newspapers, and social  

media, so that historic preservation will have a voice during 

this process. 

 

Other than the frustration caused by the SAAG selection  

process it continues to be a busy time for us. As develop-

ment moves forward the threat to our historic resources 

grows. We monitor as many projects as possible and when 

necessary the Board reviews them to develop PAC*SJ’s posi-

tion. We advocate on behalf of our historic resources which 

means sometimes we are supportive of a proposal and some-

times we are not. If a project proposes sensitive treatment of 

historic resources we are generally supportive—if it does not 

then we will likely oppose the proposal. 

 

We can always use help from the community. Join a com-

mittee or apply to join the Board. Help formulate PAC*SJ’s 

decisions on development, help plan events, and more. Con-

tact us at info@preservation.org, check out our website, 

www.preservation.org, and give our Facebook page  

a look. And, be sure to join PAC*SJ if you are not already  

a member. 

 

Finally, a giant thank you to Patt Curia and her volunteers 

for another successful yard sale. In fact, our most recent sale 

was the largest one in PAC*SJ history. Thanks also to the 

many donors who provide the wonderful selection of items 

for sale and of course, thank you to all of you who purchased 

those items. All proceeds go to help us fulfill our mission of 

preserving the architectural heritage of San Jose.       
       

                —Brian Grayson, Executive Director, PAC*SJ 

Stephen 

Morrison

(left)  & 

Mike  

Maltese  

from  

Bassian 

Farms.  

(Photo: Gayle 

Frank) 

Bassian Farms lent us their 5-gallon glass pig for de-

positing donations and purchase monies. Stephen 

Morrison is the grandson of Stephen’s Meat Products 

founder, Stephen Pizzo, who began his meat business 

on Bird Avenue back in 1942.   

In case you missed all previous stories about the sign, 

the Dancing Piggy, a component of the Stephen’s 

Meat Products neon sign, located at 105 S. Montgom-

ery Street, has been a San Jose beacon for over 50 

years. Alternating neon tubes make the pig appear to 

dance when lit. This iconic sign is one of the few ani-

mated signs left in San Jose,                           (Cont’d p. 4) 
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Dancing Pig Event  (Cont’d) 
but it is deteriorating due to neglect. PAC*SJ decided 

that something must be done now before the sign is 

completely destroyed by lack of care and maintenance.        

Many thanks to: André Luthard, Chair of the “Save Our 

Dancing Pig” campaign; Patt Curia and Heather David 

who coordinated the donations and sales tables; Lisa 

Wangsness for creating marketing artwork and her tire-

less staffing of the Bistro front gate; to the committee for 

all their work in saving the sign, and to all the donors of 

the sale/auction items. They donors are:   

1) Phillip Gonzales, Hip Room at etsy.com store 

(multiple pieces of original sign art) 

2) Josh Marcotte, Lost San Jose (professional sign photos) 

3) Suhita Shirodkar, Vintage Signs of San Jose (urban 

watercolors of Piggy Sign)  

4) Stefanie Poteet, Retro Roadside Photo (photo prints of 

San Jose, a pillow, enamel pins)  

5) Dan Vado, Art Boutiki (t-shirts) 

Lisa Wangsness, Patt Curia and Heather David show  

off the t-shirts and art.  (Photo: Gayle Frank) 

Harvey Darnell with the pig sign facsimile, lent to 

PAC*SJ by Dan Charm of History San Jose. Darnell 

paraded through the restaurant most of day, 

chatting with guests. He was instrumental in saving 

the Pig Sign back in the 1990s. (Photo: Heather David) 

6) Heather David, (“Motel California” books, key fobs, San 

Jose pins) 

7) Bassian Farms (dozens of Stephen’s Sausage t-shirts)  

8) Poor House Bistro (percentage of food ordered on 2/25) 

PAC*SJ’s campaign is making progress and is approaching 

two-thirds of the amount needed for restoring the Dancing 

Jim and Terri Carter (Photo: Gayle Frank) 

Piggy Sign. Of 

course, there will 

be maintenance 

and operation 

costs in the future. 

Please donate to-

day and see page 9 

for more infor-

mation on how to 

donate. We are 

closer than ever to 

our goal.    

 

(More photos on  

page 5) 
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Praise for Our Dancing Pig 
with one head, four arms, and four legs that dances when 

flashing.  
   

The sign is completely one-of-a-kind and built to last in 

porcelain enamel. Although it appears like standard color 

blocking, there’s more to it as seen in the blue banners 

scrolling around “Pure Pork Sausage” as well as the illus-

trated pig himself. For the time, it was a very expensive 

sign to produce due to the porcelain face and animation. 

Culturally, the sign does speak to a specific era of road-

side illumination. It’s not just the typography and danc-

ing pig—there’s more to it. This sign has such an over-

whelming joy about it that it can make a driver passing 

by feel something positive and perhaps put a smile on 

one’s face.”   
   

—Eric Lynxwiler, Board Member,  

   Museum of Neon Art, Glendale, CA 

Here are some interesting comments about our Dancing 

Pig Sign from Eric Lynxwiler, a Board Member with the 

Museum of Neon Art in Glendale, California. The Muse-

um of Neon Art recognizes neon signs with three forms of 

merit: Cultural, Aesthetic, and Technical. He says our Ste-

phen’s Meat Products Dancing Pig Sign meets all three 

merits and then some. 

   

“Aesthetic beauty is in the eye of the beholder, but a hap-

py, dancing pig promoting a meat company is just bril-

liant. In terms of design, its typography is absolutely of 

the period and combines sans serif with mid-century 

script beautifully.  

   

Technically, any neon animation is valued and worth sav-

ing, the dancing pig among them. The layering of novial 

gold glass shows us a lively character that was  executed 

More Photos       

of Pig Event 

Far left, Mariann Waddel 

and her winning art by 

Phillip Gonzales from the 

silent auction. 

Left, Doug Crafts. 

Lower far left,  

Liv & Larry Ames. 
  

(Photos: Gayle Frank) 

The 5-gallon glass 

pig lent by  

Bassian Farms  

to PAC*SJ  

for the “Save Our 

Dancing Pig” 

event. 

(Photo:  

Heather David) 
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Scheller House Must Be Protected  
This is the text of a letter sent by PAC*SJ to the 

SJSU President in early January. Although we 

have yet to receive a written response, we have 

been told verbally that the house will be relocated 

but not demolished. 

 

“PAC*SJ is extremely concerned with the proposal 

to build a new Interdisciplinary Science Building 

on the San Jose State University (SJSU) campus. 

The proposed footprint for the project encom-

passes the portion of the site where the historic 

Scheller House is currently located. 

 

We contacted SJSU in late 2016 when we first 

heard about the proposal. We expressed our con-

cern at that time and were told there were no 

plans to demolish the building but there was a 

possibility of relocating the house somewhere on 

campus. Since then we have had difficulty obtain-

ing any information about the proposed project. 

We have recently heard, unofficially, that the Uni-

versity hopes to demolish the Scheller House. 
   

Our organization fought long and hard in 1994 to 

save the Scheller House and were pleased when it 

was restored and successfully reused. The re-

stored house became a campus landmark and a 

window to the past for all to enjoy. 
   

We reminded SJSU that relocation or demolition 

of the Scheller House is subject to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and would 

require the preparation of an Environmental Im-

pact Report (EIR) as the house has already been determined 

to be a significant historic resource. 
   

We do not relish refighting the battle to save the Scheller 

House but we are prepared to do so if necessary. It is diffi-

cult to understand why SJSU would even think  

of demolishing this important historic resource. We will 

actively advocate against any proposal to demolish this 

iconic building and we will oppose any attempt to  

relocate the house if it would cause it to lose its historic in-

tegrity. 
   

We look forward to meeting with SJSU representatives 

soon to further discuss the proposed Science Building  

project and hope that SJSU will move away from any pos-

sibility of demolishing this beautifully restored historic 

building.  
   

The editorial written in the Spartan Daily on September 28, 

1994 at the time of the fight to save the Scheller House, 

perfectly sums up what is at stake here: “To lose a house 

to fire or earthquake is a tragedy. But to lose an historical 

treasure to deliberate demolition is a travesty.” 
     

We are adamant that such a travesty will not occur on the 

campus of SJSU. Save the Scheller House!” 
    

           —Brian Grayson 

Participants enjoy the Scheller House on a 2015  

PAC*SJ walking tour of San Jose State University. 

 

Photo: Gayle Frank 
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 Update on Willow Glen Trestle By Larry Ames 

year if the city would have worked with the community 

once the Trestle was definitively listed by the State as 

"historic."  But instead, the city decided to sue the State of 

California, and the matter will likely be tied up in the 

courts for years. 

   

That same newspaper article also repeated misleading 

statements about the $1 million steel bridge in storage and 

$2 million for restoration.  However, the truth is: 
   

The $1 million is just for the steel bridge itself: there is 

also the cost  of constructing bridge foundations and the 

cost of installing the bridge. There is also the considerable 

additional cost involved in working in a sensitive habitat 

to remove the existing structure.  
   

    The $2M for Trestle restoration is based on the 2012 

Engineering Study, which pegs the cost at $1,592,478.00, 

including sprinklers and fire alarms (see p. 291 in 

www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/39683); the 

cost is then inflated for the passing years and rounded up 

to the nearest million.  However, buried in a footnote is 

the statement that the restoration cost estimate includes 

the "current value" of the future cost of an entirely new 

bridge some 40 years in the future, just in case it might be 

needed at that time.  

    

For the record: 

  The Willow Glen Trestle is strong and can readily be 

restored and adapted for trail use: it carried loaded 

freight trains for decades, and, once it is equipped with a 

trail deck and side railings, the city's own analysis shows 

that it should have no problem carrying joggers and bicy-

clists. 
      

  As a nearby bridge showed in November, trestles are 

well-suited for dealing with fire: Union Pacific officials 

inspected their bridge that same afternoon after a fire and 

freight trains were crossing it immediately thereafter. 
   

  Last winter's heavy rains showed that the Willow Glen 

Trestle doesn't impede floodwaters. 
   

  Steve Holmes and the Friends of the Los Gatos Creek 

have found salmon spawning within sight of the Trestle. 
   

  And the trestle is special. To quote Commissioner  
                  (Cont’d p. 8) 

The good news concerning our Willow Glen Trestle is that 

1) It still stands, tall and strong. 2) The Trestle is officially 

registered as historic with the State of California. 3) The 

future of the Trestle is now on hold, possibly for years. 

   

The “Friends of the Willow Glen” suit against the city is 

over, with the courts deciding that the city could proceed 

with just a "Mitigated Negative Declaration."  However, 

the city can't proceed with their plans without permits 

from the State Dept. of Fish and Wildlife—and those have 

expired and cannot be renewed. 

    

Last May, the California State Historical Resources Com-

mission (SHRC) unanimously decided to list the Willow 

Glen Trestle on the State Register of Historical Re-

sources.  The city then formally requested a “redetermin-  

ation"—a "do-over," and so in October the SHRC heard the 

matter again, carefully considered the city's objections, and 

unanimously reaffirmed its early decision that the Trestle 

is historic. 

    

We had hoped that, with everything now settled and the 

Trestle now formally registered as historic, we might be 

able to work together with the City, apply for grant fund-

ing, and move forward to incorporate the historic trestle 

into the regional trail network, perhaps as soon as this fall. 

    

Instead, the city decided to sue the State of California. In a 

suit filed in San Francisco County Superior Court on Jan. 

24th, 2018, the city says it wants the courts to tell the Com-

mission  (SHRC) and the State Office of Historic Preserva-

tion that they have to rescind their findings and remove 

the Willow Glen Trestle from the State Register. The State 

Attorney General's office now will have to listen to the city 

lawyers as they complain that the Commission's actions in 

May and October "were arbitrary and capricious, entirely 

lacking in evidentiary support, and/or unlawfully or proce-

durally unfair." 

  

Our Councilmember for District 6, Dev Davis, was quoted 

in a recent newspaper article1 as saying that she "really just 

want[s] to get the trails connected," and noted the four 

years of delay. But we could have had the trail connection 

over a restored historic trestle four years ago if the city had 

just followed its own approved and funded plans from 

2012. Or, we might have been able to have a trail later this  

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/39683
http://www.wgbackfence.net/BridgeFire.pdf
http://www.wgbackfence.net/BridgeFire.pdf
http://www.wgtrestle.org/P1010469a_resize.JPG
http://www.wgtrestle.org/salmon_redd.jpg
http://www.wgtrestle.org/Calif_Register_Findings.jpg
http://www.wgtrestle.org/Calif_Register_Findings.jpg
http://wgtrestle.org/Redetermination.pdf
http://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=CSHRC&date=2017-10-27
http://www.wgtrestle.org/redetermination_denied.jpg
http://www.wgtrestle.org/City_sues_SHRC.pdf
http://www.wgtrestle.org/City_sues_SHRC.pdf
http://www.wgtrestle.org/WGR--%20SJ_to_sue_SHRC.pdf
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Trestle (Cont’d)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEW ORLEANS CUISINE 
 

91 South Montgomery Street 

San Jose, CA 95110 

     Notable Quotable  
 

They [buildings of past times] are not ours. They belong, partly to those who built them, 

and partly to all the generations of mankind who are to follow us. The dead have still their 

right in them: that which they laboured for, the praise of achievement or the expression of 

religious feeling, or whatsoever else it might be which in those buildings they intended to be  

permanent, we have no right to obliterate. What we have ourselves built we are at liberty to 

throw down; but what other men gave their strength and  wealth and life to accomplish, 

their right over does not pass away with their death; still less is the right to the use of what 

they have left vested in us only. It belongs to all their successors.  
 

               --John Ruskin, The Seven Lamps of Architecture, [1890] 

  

fascinating historic structure hidden here in plain sight.   

And if you happen to run into a Councilmember or other 

city official, ask why the city seems so determined to spend 

so much time and money trying to fight our historic Trestle 

when it could so readily be restored and made into a beau-

tiful "place-making" attraction for visitors and local resi-

dents alike. Many thanks for your continued support!   

  

~Larry Ames, February 11, 2018 

  Friends of the Willow Glen Trestle 

  www.WGTrestle.org 

 
1 Willow Glen Resident, Jan. 5, 2018. 

Alberto Bertoli on the State Historical Resources Commis-

sion, "[the Willow Glen Trestle] has a visual quality. It is 

not something that would be built today, … technology 

has evolved and it would be entirely different. However,  

it has an aesthetical uniqueness to the area, …[and] having 

trails going thru is actually quite appealing: instead of go-

ing thru concrete or steel that has very little to do with the 

touch of the human person. This is something that repre-

sents something of the time when it was done – it repre-

sents that particular period, [that particular area] there." 

  

So, with the city suing the State, it will likely be years be-

fore anything happens. Tell your friends about our  

Save the date for PastForward 2018 

November 13-16  

The National Trust for Historic Preservation PastForward 

Preservation Conference comes to San Francisco! From its 

golden bridges to its painted ladies, San Francisco conjures 

up distinctive images of landmarks, architecture, and bohe-

mian culture. At the PastForward conference, iconic San 

Francisco will be featured—see a progressive city that is 

tackling climate change and urban density while maintain-

ing its cultural landscape and intangible heritage issues that 

will resonate with preservation practitioners across the 

country.  For more information go to:  

    https://savingplaces.org/conference.   

http://www.wgtrestle.org/
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At its December 13th board meeting, MidPen (Mid-

peninsula Open Space District) entered into a conservation 

easement with the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band. This agree-

ment granted the tribe certain rights to the summit of Mt. 

Umunhum, including the ability to host various tribal cere-

monies and to perform a cultural resource survey. Howev-

er, the agreement will also apparently forever prohibit 

MidPen or the Tribe from using the Radar Tower “for per-

manent or occupied purposes.”  

MidPen’s management has made it clear that they are not 

willing to consider any uses of the interior of the Tower at 

this time. Over the years community members have sug-

gested that it would make an excellent museum, or visi-

tors’ center, or could possibly serve some other purpose in 

the future. However, since MidPen is unwilling to consider 

such uses at this point, any such use is unlikely to happen 

any time soon. 

In 2018 MidPen will perform a long-awaited engineering  

analysis of the Tower to determine what repairs are need-

ed for its preservation. Once that analysis is done the 

Umunhum Conservancy hopes that required repairs will 

be performed as soon as possible. We hope that MidPen 

will fund all necessary repairs in a timely manner; if not 

then community involvement may be required to assist 

with prioritization and funding.  The Conservancy has 

urged MidPen to apply for Santa Clara County Historic 

Landmark status for the Tower, which will make the Tow-

er eligible for County historic preservation funds.   

Mount Umunhum is one of the highest peaks in the Santa 

Cruz mountain range at 3,486 feet. The area is open 7:00 

am to one-half hour after sunset.  However, the area im-

mediately around the Tower is currently closed due to 

presence of a small quantity of lead based paint.  The area 

around the Tower is expected to be cleaned up and the 

area reopened by the end of April.    
   

       —Umunhum Conservancy 

Mt. Umunhum Update     

Donate to Help Save Our Dancing Pig 

You can help our campaign to restore and 

relight the Stephen's Meat Products Dancing 

Pig sign by donating to the Save the Pig fund. 

Donations may be made at our website: 

www.preservation.orgpac_donate.html.    

Select "Save the Dancing Pig" on the 

dropdown menu. Any amount will help, and 

we will match a portion of the funds donated.  

The assessment and estimates are in progress 

to determine the costs to repair and maintain 

the sign. Thanks for your support and togeth-

er we will have the pig dancing again!  

 

To view the KGO-TV report (aired Nov. 16, 

2017) on our campaign to Save the Pig visit 

our website at preservation.org and scroll 

down to click onto the link. 

http://www.preservation.org/pac_donate.html
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ON   THE   RADAR 

 

PAC*SJ is Still Keeping  

An Eye On— 
   

       First Church 

  Graves House 

        27 S. First St. 

          170 Park Avenue 

St. James Park 

Pellier Park 

     Agnews Developmental Center    

 

 

Google Project 
    

Since a historic preservation representative was not includ-

ed on the [Diridon] Station Area Advisory Group (SAAG), 

PAC*SJ is concerned on how historic preservation will be 

dealt with as the process moves forward. 

Century 21 
 

Now that the litigation between San Jose and Santa Clara 

has been resolved, Federal Realty is returning to its plans 

for the Santana West project, across the street from Santana 

Row on Winchester Boulevard. The developer plans on 

constructing office buildings-to-suit of about 800,000 to one 

million square feet in area. Over the next year, marketing 

staff will explore opportunities for businesses to join the 

project. Federal would like to find one company to lease all 

the completed buildings. 

Greater Gardner Area 
   

On February 7th, the San Jose Historic Landmarks Com-

mission passed a motion to update the Greater Gardner 

Survey to allow for a second Conservation Area to be in-

cluded. They also recommended that properties west of 

Bird Avenue be considered as a potential addition to the 

Conservation Area if possible. When reports are complet-

ed, the update will be considered at a subsequent Land-

marks Commission meeting.  

 

The Greater Gardner area is located southwest of down-

town San Jose and is bounded on the north by Highway 

280, on the east by Highway 87, on the west by Bird Ave-

nue and on the south by Willow Street, including three 

neighborhoods: Gardner, North Willow Glen, and  

Gregory Plaza. 

 

Dancing Pig Sign— Possible City Landmark? 
   

At the February 7th San Jose Historic Landmark Commis-

sion meeting, Commissioners passed a motion asking the 

Planning Department staff to prepare a City Landmark 

Application for the Commission to nominate the  

Stephen’s Meats Dancing Pig Sign.  In addition, a motion 

was passed for the Commission Chair to write a letter to 

the Successor Agency asking them to support the applica-

tion for the Pig Sign to be designated as a City Landmark. 

Wehner Mansion 
    

The historic Wehner Mansion in the Ever-

green hills above the Villages is for sale. 

PAC*SJ fears that it will be lost to develop-

ment. Designed and built in 1888-1891 by 

the prestigious Chicago firm of Burnham  

and Root, designers of the 1893 World’s Fair, it is part of 

the valley’s winery history. The mansion is a three-story 

Queen Ann with a full basement. Two outbuildings, the 

summer kitchen and garden house, are close by on the 1.7 

acre site.  
    

See Wehner Mansion story and photos in PAC*SJ’s Conti-

nuity, Winter issue, 2011. 

Join a  

PAC*SJ Committee 

We are looking for interested members to serve 

on one of our various committees. Call Gayle 

Frank at 408-275-6889 if you are interested in  

any of these topics and would like to  

support PAC*SJ further. 

* Advocacy    * Events 

* Education     * Fundraising  

* Membership   * Board Member   

* Newsletter    * Public Relations 
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Continuity is distributed to over 500 San Jose preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 

 Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

    
    
    
    
    
    

PAC*SJ 2018 Calendar 

Sept  17   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Mar  19   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Apr      16   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Oct  15   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

PAC*SJ has scheduled a tour of Grant Ranch for our mem-

bers. The main ranch complex with eight structures in-

cludes the Grant Ranch House, originally constructed circa 

1881 by the Hubbard family. It was expanded and remod-

eled in the Colonial Revival Style in the 1930s by Joseph 

Grant (1858-1942). Other structures included a two-story 

tank house, cookhouse, guest house (park office), carriage 

house, shed, cottage and barn. There is also a garden to 

stroll through. The complex is eligible for both State and 

National Historic listings. Grant Lake is nearby.  

Lisa Pappanostos, a Santa Clara County Park Ranger and 

PAC*SJ member, will conduct the tour and tell us about  

Invitation to Members—Tour of Grant Ranch  

May      21   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Jun      18   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Jul      16    Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Aug  20    Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Nov  19   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting & Annual Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Joseph Grant, an important figure in America’s history, and 

how he developed the ranch to recreate the earlier Rancho  

Cañada de Pala. While researching the history of the ranch, 

Lisa met Grant’s granddaughter, who donated artifacts and 

photographs to the Park. Lisa worked at the Grant Ranch 

Park for 18 years and helped furnish the house in circa 

1930s style. 

The Park is at 18405 Mt. Hamilton Road, San Jose. The tour 

will last from 1-2:30 pm on Saturday, April 7th. Space is 

limited to twenty people, so it’s first come, first served. 

Parking fee is $6. If you are interested in attending, call 

Gayle Frank at 408-275-6889 or send email to: 

gaylefrankCA@gmail.com for a spot on the tour.   

Summer, TBD  PAC*SJ Yard Sale, 260 S. 13th St.  To donate or volunteer, email to donations@preservation.org. 

Nov  13-16  National Trust Historic Preservation Conference, PastForward 2018. Details at: savingplaces.org/conference 
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The Big “E” Sign Arrives Back in San Jose  
A big “E” Emporium logo sign, from the former Almaden 

store, was moved from Morgan Hill to History San Jose this 

last January. We don’t know how the local store logo ended 

up in Morgan Hill. Ted Ramos initially contacted PAC*SJ 

about the Emporium sign and was concerned that the “E” 

might be transported out of Santa Clara County. He strong-

ly felt that the sign should stay here locally, and so do we.  

     

Thanks to Jim Salata, from Garden City Construction, and 

his crew for bringing the local iconic sign to History San 

Jose so it’s kept here in San Jose where it belongs. 

      

The Emporium first began on Market Street, San Francisco 

in 1896, as a collection of smaller stores, founded by Adolf 

Feiss. A year later, Feiss merged with another department 

store, the Golden Rule Bazaar. The transaction was facilitat-

ed by San Francisco merchandiser Frederick W. Dohrmann 

(the same Mr. Dohrmann of the former Dohrmann’s depart-

ment store on S. First St., San Jose). Dohrmann’s son, An-

drew B. C. Dohrmann, rose to the president position of the 

Emporium Company in 1914.  

     

In 1927, the Emporium merged with the Oakland-based 

department store H.C. Capwell Company. Branches of the 

mid-level Emporium stores sprouted up around the Bay 

Area beginning in 1952.  Later in 1970, Broadway-Hale 

Stores acquired the Emporium-Capwell Company chain of 

department stores, and by 1980 the name of each store was 

changed to Emporium-Capwell. New Emporium-Capwells 

opened throughout the 1980s in Pleasanton, Concord, Fair-

field, Hayward, Cupertino, Walnut Creek and Fremont, but 

by 1990 the name of the company was shortened back to 

just Emporium. 

     

In 1957, the Stevens Creek Plaza Emporium, along with an 

I. Magnin store, opened as a separate shopping center in 

Santa Clara, but only a block away from the 1956 Valley 

Fair/Macy’s shopping center in San Jose. In 1986 both sites 

were purchased and a two-level enclosed Valley Fair mall 

was created, one of the largest and most successful shop-

ping centers in the country at that time.  

The big “E” at the History San Jose warehouse 

arrived in January from Morgan Hill storage.  

In 1995 the Emporium stores and their sister department 

store chains were acquired by Federated Department 

Stores from Broadway Stores. At that time, many Empo-

rium locations were converted to Macy’s. By 1996, the  

Emporium at the west end of Valley Fair became  

Macy’s Men’s and Home Store, utilizing the Emporium 

building that still stands today. 

   

The Almaden Plaza Emporium was built in 1967 but was 

replaced by numerous stores after 1995.        (Cont’d pg. 13) 

(Photo: Gayle Frank) 
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 Big “E” (Cont’d) 

The actual building remains, 

although with altered store 

entrances. Large Christmas 

decorations are still installed 

on the roof of the old Empori-

um building during the holi-

days. 

 

The Eastridge Emporium-

Capwell  store opened May 17, 

1971 and replaced Liberty 

House that left California. The 

store sat vacant from 1996 after 

the Federated purchase. The 

building was then demolished 

in 2003.  

 

At the Valco Fashion Plaza, 

Emporium operated a store in 

the previous Bullock’s location 

beginning in 1984 until it 

closed with the Federated pur-

chase in 1995. The store was empty for a few years until 

Macy’s opened a store there in 1997, closing in 2015.  

 

The Emporium at the Stanford Shopping Center became a 

Bloomingdale’s. The San Francisco original store on Market 

Street also became a Bloomingdale’s as part of the San 

Francisco Centre. The original building façade and beauti-

ful glass and steel dome (102 feet in diameter) from the ear-

ly Emporium have been restored. 

 

The Emporium holds many memories for Santa Clara 

County residents. Their sales were enticing and their large 

inventory was accommodating. Many years ago, I worked 

at the Valley Fair store 

when I was selected to 

join its High School Fash-

ion Board. Of course my 

paycheck went to the 

clothes I helped sell, but it 

was an excellent experi-

ence. Later, the job helped 

with college expenses. 
          

           —Gayle Frank 

 

The new Emporium Department Store at Stevens Creek Plaza  

in 1957 (later Valley Fair). Building remains today and is  

now Macy’s Men’s & Home Store.  

(Photographer: Arnold Del Carlo; Courtesy of Sourisseau Academy) 

Early Emporium Stores Opened 

San Francisco, Market Street 1896 

Stonestown, Daly City 1952 

Stanford Shopping Ctr, Palo Alto 1956 

Stevens Creek, Santa Clara 1957 

Hillsdale, San Mateo 1962 

Marin, San Rafael 1964 

Almaden Plaza, San Jose 1968 

Mountain View 1970 

Tanforan Park, San Bruno 1972 

Northridge, Salinas 1972 

Eastridge, San Jose 1978 

All Emporium stores closed in 1995-1996 

List above doesn’t include Emporium-Capwells  

after 1980.  
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Most Successful Garage Sale Yet! 
Special acknowledgements to Ron Hagen for spending a 

week sorting the donations and to Joan Bohnett for pric-

ing and cashiering during the week of the sale. 

 

Lunches were provided by Kathryn Young, thank good-

ness. My Food Captains both had emergencies.  

 

PAC*SJ thanks you for all of your donations and for 

shopping at this successful Preservation Action Council 

garage sale 

.  

The next sale will be late July or early August unless we 

receive the contents of more wonderful storage lockers. 

Keep digging through those unused items stored far 

away.  

      —Patt Curia, Garage Sale Chair 

And—thank you Patt Curia, for all your hard 

work. You are a tremendous fundraiser for 

PAC*SJ and we appreciate all you do!! 

The PAC*SJ February Yard/Salvage Sale was the most 

successful sale yet, grossing over $10,000 for historic 

preservation. Over $3000 is earmarked for the restora-

tion of the Stephen’s Meat Products neon sign on S. 

Montgomery Street. 

 

We sold out of the British royalty commemorative plates 

and cups, the three dining room sets, the French figu-

rines, and many other charming dust catchers. Many 

thanks to the Reeves family, who donated two storage 

units previously belonging to their parents. Probably the 

most interesting items were the concertinas previously 

belonging to a Napa vineyard family and donated by 

the Wedel Family.  

 

The 200 block of South 13th Street deserves a round of 

applause for its continued support. The Leisenfelt-

Wangsness family, the Salas', Mary Lou Mason, and the 

Curia household surrendered their yards and driveways 

for the long weekend, and were able to see all of the 

wonderful treasures as they were unboxed. 

 

Many of our usual volunteers were 

traveling; but we were lucky enough to 

recruit new helpers during this sunny 

sale. Volunteers were: Joe Golda, John 

and Gilda Messmer, Ted Essy, Mary 

Lou Mason, Sandy Swirsky, Lyle Meri-

thew, Dianne Pool, Wini Leeds, Leslie 

Masunaga, Lynne Brown, Gayle Frank, 

Sherry Hitchcock, Connie Foley, Sara 

Bruce, Tom Aldridge, Sheik Ali, Shan-

nah Miller, Christopher Trent, Scott 

Brown, Lynda Sereno, Greg Winslow, 

Anthony, Dennis, Larry, John Mitchell, 

Marilyn Messina, Kathryn Young, Di-

ana Wirt, Catherine Pellizzari, Art Car-

roll, April Halberstadt, Linda Nemmer, 

Roy Buis, Paul Wedel, Molly Wedel, 

Scott D'Augustino, Rose Vandomelon, 

Heather David, Sean, Charlotte 

Delaplaine, Sue Burnham, Sandra 

Soellner, Marni Kamzan, and many 

others who helped as they shopped.  

 

 

PAC*SJ Garage Sales are fun! This little customer had a great  

time playing with Paddington Bear and other creatures. 

(Photo: Gayle Frank) 
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Art & Environment:  

The Paintings of A. P. Hill  

The New Museum of Los Gatos is presenting an exhibit enti-

tled "Art & Environment: The Paintings of Andrew P. Hill.” 

The exhibit features works from the Charles and Peggy 

Borgtold Collection, the largest  privately held collection of A. 

P. Hill paintings. The exhibit also presents some of Hill's pho-

tographs, on loan from the Sourisseau Academy. The exhibit is 

on display until April 15th. The New Museum of Los Gatos is 

located at 106 E. Main St. Los Gatos. Admission is $10. 

San Jose  
Historic Landmarks 

Commission 
   

Applications for three seats on the 

Historic Landmarks Commission will 

be accepted until Sunday, April 8, 

2018. The new terms will end on June 

30, 2022. The interview date is sched-

uled for May 10, 2018. Visit the web-

site, http://www.sanjoseca.gov/

index.aspx?NID=1766, to see the du-

ties of a Landmarks Commissioner. 

For more information, please contact 

Elaine Trinh, Deputy City Clerk, at 

408-535-1260 or email at commis-

sions@sanjoseca.gov.   

Historic House 

Tour 

Sunday, April 29, 1-3 pm         

$10 

Earl & Virginia Young House 

1888 White Oaks 

Campbell, CA 

Reservations are required. Go to 

www.campbell museums.com/shop  

to reserve your spot. For more infor-

mation call Kerry Perkins at 408-866-

2718.  

 

This house is listed on the  National 

Register of Historic Places and is a lo-

cal treasure with amazing collections 

owned by prominent community 

members Mr. & Mrs. Herz. Tour is 

sponsored by Campbell Museums. 

http://www.campbell
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in the middle of the south display window. 

The 470-480 Market Street façade is also glazed brick but 

has been modernized with large, colored glass panes and 

a double-door entrance at the south end with a center 

smaller door. With the future Gateway Tower project, 

this side of the building façade will be closed off to any 

entrances when the new tower is built. 

The earliest local newspaper ad found for a business at 

467 S. First Street appears in the Evening News on April 

10, 1917. E. B. Bonar Company advertised its awnings, 

tents and camp furniture. Later, similar ads appeared by 

Bell & Greenley at the same address for automobile tops, 

plate glass, curtain windows, seat covers, upholstering, 

awnings and tents. The last ad for this business appeared 

on July 16, 1918. This stretch of S. First Street was consid-

ered an automobile sales district for several decades. 

Herrold College 
   

Charles Herrold first opened his “Herrold College of 

Wireless and Engineering” in 1909 in the Garden City 

Bank on S. First and San Fernando Streets.                        

              (Cont’d p. 17) 

Here is the next San Jose Landmark from the City list. Check 

previous Continuity issues for earlier landmark descriptions  

on our website at www.preservation.org. 

HL92-75; Herrold College Building,  

     465-467 S. First Street.   
     

The Herrold College Building is a tall, one-story commer-

cial building that reaches from S. First Street through to W. 

Market Street, with access from both streets. The brick 

structure, thought to have been built circa 1917, is an exam-

ple of commercial buildings in downtown San Jose at the 

early twentieth century. The architect is not documented 

but since William Binder designed the north building next 

door—the former Faultless Bakery at 455 S. First—it is 

speculated that he also designed this one. 

The South First building’s main façade, of glazed beige 

brick includes window-pane transoms with ribbed glass, a 

basket-weave center panel with accent tiles overhead, and 

at the top a cornice runs across the facade above a Greek-

key frieze band. The display windows have been altered 

over the years. The center double doors are thought to 

have been a larger auto entrance at one time. An additional 

doorway has been placed on the south side of the building 

Exploring San Jose’s City Landmarks   

Herrold College Building, 465-476 S. First Street.    (Photo: Gayle Frank) 
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Landmarks (Cont’d)  
That year he success-

fully made experi-

mental daily broad-

casts over his Poul-

son arc transmitter 

and is therefore con-

sidered the father of 

radio broadcasting.  

He produced regular 

programming by 

1912 and became a 

strong advocate of 

public radio broad-

casting. The Federal 

Government re-

quired Herrold to 

stop his transmis-

sions during WWI 

and his station, called 

FN, was closed for 

business, although he 

continued to train 

many young men on 

the wireless. These 

students went on to 

contribute toward 

the war effort as 

communications spe-

cialists. 

After the end of 

WWI, Herrold con-

tinued his College, 

along with a labora-

tory, retail sales of radio equipment, and broadcasting his 

station again with an official license. His call letters now 

became KQW. The first ad found for the Herrold College at 

467 S. First Street appeared in the San Jose Mercury Herald 

on March 13, 1921, stating its new location.  Earlier, the 

Herrold College ads at 475 S. First Street first appeared on 

July 18, 1917 and stated, “Chas D. Herrold gives expert 

training in wireless with view to naval or military service. 

New large quarters at 475 S. First St.” It appears that Her-

rold moved his business a few doors north to the 465-467  

S. First Street location around 1920-1921. 

Ads for the Willard Electric Battery Station at 465 S. First  

Street appear in the local newspapers during 1919 

through 1921. A photo of an unknown date shows Her-

rold with signs of “Herrold Laboratory” and the “Battery 

Station” (see page 18). 

Herrold’s lease ran out in 1925. The field of radio broad-

casting became more competitive and Herrold’s broad-

casting methods became somewhat obsolete. By 1926 he 

sold his broadcasting license and equipment to a Baptist 

Church. Without his business, he worked with the Baptist 

Church radio station for a short time. Eventually the sta-

tion was sold to KCBS in 1949.  

By 1926, the building was used for automobile sales, re-

tail and finally around the 1940s a cabinet shop moved in 

with a confectionary in the smaller front area. An auto 

repair shop and then a general merchandising store (Bi-

More) followed.  

In 1999, the property was evaluated for the San Jose Re-

development Agency. At that time the Herrold College 

building was judged to be eligible for the California Reg-

ister of Historical Resources under Criteria 1 and 2, and 

the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A 

and B. The building was rehabilitated in 2000-2001, con-

forming to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 

 

Building’s Future 

Today, the Gateway Tower project, under the auspices of 

Core Companies, is planning to build a 25-story residen-

tial/retail building at this location. The partial demolition 
                  (Cont’d p. 18)  

Close up of First St. façade. Note 

Greek-key band at top, upper cen-

tral panel with design and tile,  

and window pane transom. 

 

S. Market Street entrance of Herrold College Building. 
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Sources:  

-DPR523, Historic Report, F. Maggi & L. 

Dill, Archives & Architecture, LLC, Apr. 

29,2016. 

-”Charles Herrold, Inventor of Radio Broadcast-

ing” by Gorden Greb and Mike Adams, 

2003. 

 

  City Landmark (Cont’d)  
of the Herrold College building will 

be required to accommodate the tow-

er. However, the façade on S. First 

Street will be preserved and rehabili-

tated. An exhibit to commemorate 

Charles Herrold and his contribu-

tions to radio broadcasting will be 

incorporated at the site. Next door, 

the Structure of Merit, former Hege-

rich & Kemling Auto Sales building 

at 455 S. First Street, will also be par-

tially demolished but the façade will 

be saved as well. 

 

For more information on Charles 

Herrold, see Continuity issue Winter, 

2016. Excellent sources for greater 

detail include a book, Charles Herrold, 

Inventor of Radio Broadcasting by Gor-

den Greb and Mike Adams or the 

one-hour PBS documentary film 

from 1995, Broadcasting’s Forgotten 

Father: The Charles Herrold Story, 

funded by KTEH, the SJSU Founda-

tion, and the Perham Foundation 

(available on YouTube).    



      —Gayle Frank 

 Charles Herrold, on the right, inside 465-467 S. First Street.  

The front space of the building was used for Herrold’s retail shop.   

The lab, college classrooms and broadcasting station were  

located throughout the rest of the building. 
 

(Photo above courtesy of History San Jose) 

 

Photo right: A booth set up to pro-

mote Herrold’s Radio Lab and the 

Willard Battery Station, taken  

circa 1925. 
 

(Photo courtesy of San Jose State  

University Special Collections &  

Archives, John C. Gordon Collection) 
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PAC*SJ Membership Application   

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ ___ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Members who do not provide email addresses cannot receive timely 

 notices of news, announcements and events. PAC*SJ will not   

   release your contact details to others without your consent.   

New Member________  Renewing Member_______

 Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

   

   

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special 

premium, Signposts Revisited, by Pat Loomis or the   

Bay Area Mid-CenturyModern playing cards. 

Please check if you would like to receive  

a book or playing cards  or no premium 

Signposts Revisited   or cards    or none _____                  

or  both book & deck of cards at the $250 level. 

   I am enclosing $     as an extra donation to   

 

   PAC*SJ for a total amount of $        

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership    Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 
   

Complete and return with your check to:  

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105         info@preservation.org                                                                          

                    JOIN 

PAC*SJ Board of Directors  
 

The members of the Board of Directors are the core of 

PAC*SJ. They formulate the overall strategy, secure 

PAC*SJ's financial stability, and contribute their ideas, 

expertise and resources to make San Jose a better place. If 

you might be interested in serving on a committee, 

attending a monthly Board meeting and events, and pro-

moting historic preservation to the general public and 

city officials, go to www.preservation.org to review the 

Board member expectations. If this sounds like a good fit, 

email your application to info@preservation.org. We will 

contact you to discuss the next steps.  

http://www.preservation.org
mailto:info@preservation.org
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San Jose’s architectural 

heritage through education, advocacy and 

events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good for 

our quality of life, good for business, and good 

for the environment. We aim to integrate a 

strong commitment to historic preservation into 

the land use and development decisions of the 

City of San Jose that affect historic resources, as 

well as into the private decisions of property 

owners and developers. We try to bring owners 

and developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

 

   PAC*SJ 2018 Board    

Staff: Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 384 

SAN JOSE, CA 

Shanna Desai, President 

André Luthard, Vice President Advocacy  

Darryl Boyd, Treasurer 

Amy Long, Secretary 

Gayle Frank    

Advisory Board 

Marilyn Messina 

John Mitchell 

Gratia Rankin 

Michael Sodergren 

 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Ken Fowler, CPA 

April Halberstadt 

Alan Hess 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Keith Watt 

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Or Current Resident 

Like Us On Facebook! 

Join PAC*SJ or Renew Today!  


