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Pelli Building Quickly Smashed  

The final court ruling on PAC*SJ’s lawsuit to 

save the landmark eligible Cesar Pelli Build-

ing (former Bank of California at 170 Park 

Ave.) was issued on November 1, 2021. The 

judge assigned to the matter, Judge Sunil 

Kulkarni at Santa Clara County’s Superior 

Court, denied PAC*SJ’s claims that the City 

of San Jose conducted a flawed CEQA envi-

ronmental review process. 

Right after the ruling and while PAC*SJ  

contemplated an appeal of the case, devel-

oper Jay Paul Company quickly began de-

molishing the Pelli Building on November 4, 

2021. But the lot on which the Pelli Building 

sits, the southwest corner of the 8.1-acre par-

cel, will not be built upon until phase 3, the  

last phase of the new project called 

“CityView”. 

During settlement conferences, PAC*SJ 

submitted a proposal that if the building 

could not be saved, Jay Paul would delay 

razing it until phase 3 of the develop-

ment began, estimated by Jay Paul to be 

five years away. PAC*SJ feared an ugly, 

empty lot could possibly languish for a 

long time, especially if the development 

was not completed. A second PAC*SJ 

proposal was that Jay Paul contribute to 

a city historic preservation fund as miti-

gation for demolishing ten buildings 

(including the Pelli building) and a large 

plaza, all of which were          (Cont’d p. 2) 
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 Brutalist Building Smashed (Cont’d)  

which are 13 to 15-story towers, and a huge concrete plaza, 

is a waste of embodied energy and materials that defy pro-

gressive environmental policies. Saving one smaller, unique 

building designed by a world-renowned architect could 

have been included as a feasible alternative to the massive 

new three-tower project. 

Some residents and architects suggested 

that the Pelli building appeared to be an 

abstract version of the Great Sphinx of 

Giza; consequently, PAC*SJ has used 

“San Jose Sphinx” as the Pelli building’s 

nickname.  

Other significant entities and persons 

agree with PAC*SJ on the importance of 

the building including: San Jose’s Historic 

Landmarks Commission, The National 

Trust for Historic Preservation, California 

Preservation Foundation,  

DOCOMOMO,* architectural historians, 

and many petition signers. 

For more information and updates on the 

Pelli Building, visit www.preservation.org/

pelli.    
   

* DOCOMOMO=Documentation and Conservation of the 

Modern Movement, Northern CA Chapter 

 The San Jose Sphinx was an excellent example of the  

Brutalist style of architecture at 170 Park Ave. Designed by  

world-renowned  architect Cesar Pelli in early 1970s. 

First punched hole in the Brutalist building, Nov. 4th. 

eligible for historic recognition as an important early 

San Jose financial complex from the early 1970s. That 

project, called “Park Center Plaza” was the first urban 

renewal project undertaken by the newly created San 

Jose Redevelopment Agency (RDA). The settlement 

talks between PAC*SJ and the developer ended with no 

counter offer by the developer. PAC*SJ’s lawsuit moved 

forward. 

PAC*SJ disagrees with the decision of the Santa Clara 

County Superior Court judge. PAC*SJ maintains that 

the EIR (Environmental Impact Report) ran counter to 

both the letter and spirit of the CEQA process, in which 

the lead agency (in this case the City of San Jose) is obli-

gated to conduct an objective, independent analysis of 

the proposed project and its feasible alternatives. 

PAC*SJ’s position is that this huge project could have 

gone forward and included the Pelli building, which 

only stood at the perimeter on a small portion (<10%) of 

the overall site. 

PAC*SJ was not opposed to the new CityView project in 

general, although tearing down ten buildings, some of  
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New Hope for Wehner Mansion 

The Historic Landmarks Commissioners and preserva-

tionists are enthusiastic about this rehabilitation project. 

After final approvals, this project will be a significant 

accomplishment after many preservation losses and dis-

appointments in San Jose. Congratulations to owners Art 

Calderon and family!   

             —Gayle Frank 

 

 

1 In Feb.2019, the famous 

cyclorama ‘Battle of At-

lanta,’ was completely 

restored and available for 

visitors to view at the 

Atlanta History Center. 

The circular painting was 

hand painted by 17 Ger-

man artists hired by Wil-

liam Wehner in Milwau-

kee WI. It was completed 

in 1886, taking five years. 

It stands 49 feet tall, 371 

feet long and weighs 

10,000 pounds. It was like 

our virtual reality or 

IMAX at the time. 

      

      

      

The new owners of the Wehner Mansion at 7871 Prestwick 

Circle, within the Villages golf and country club area, ap-

plied for a Historic Preservation Permit to rehabilitate the 

exterior of the structure. Proposed work will include re-

pairing the roof, eaves, gutters, walls, trim, porches, rail-

ing, balusters, stairs, balconies, sunroom, windows, and 

doors. All work will preserve and maintain the structure’s 

significant stylistic and architectural features. The project 

is proposed for a family residence. Original materials, 

even the windows and doors, will be retained wherever 

possible. The project complies with the Secretary of Interi-

or’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the Your Old House: 

Guide for Preserving San Jose Homes. 

In 1989 the Wehner Mansion was recognized for its histor-

ic value and designated a city landmark for its significance 

in architectural style, association with William Wehner 

and his successful winery, and Wehner’s contributions to 

the wine industry. The two-story Victorian style home, 

built in 1889-1891, has a basement and two additional 

small units, a garden house and a summer kitchen. The 

home has been vacant for many years. The design is 

attributed to the prominent Chicago architectural firm 

Burnham and Root which had a San Francisco office. The 

unique features of the Shingle style mansion with Queen 

Anne influences include complex shapes, many round 

arches and irregularity of construction.  

William Wehner (1847-1928) came to the U.S. from Germa-

ny in 1865, and became the successful founder of the 

America Panorama Company in Wisconsin that produced 

panoramas of Civil War battles.1   William, wife Elizabeth, 

and their daughter Ida, came to California in 1887, where 

William purchased 718 acres in Evergreen for his orchards 

and vineyards. Wehner’s successful winery and vineyards 

were sold in 1915 and renamed Rancho Villa Vista until 

closing during prohibition (1918 in San Jose). After prohi-

bition ended in 1933, Benjamino Cribari operated his win-

ery here until 1959. Then Mirassou Winery leased the site 

for about  15 years. All barns and winery buildings that 

were a wonderful example of a complete early winery 

were demolished years ago.  

Wehner Mansion in Evergreen in 2011.    (Photo: Gayle Frank) 
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PAC*SJ Annual Meeting—Election and 2021 Review    
•Opportunity Housing Symposium (sponsored by Catalyze SV 

on 10/28 ): PAC*SJ Executive Director Ben Leech participated 

on the panel emphasizing historic preservation concerns.  

• CreaTV:  PSAs produced to increase awareness of PAC*SJ. 

• Preservation Magazine by National Trust featured the  

rescued Pallesen Building.  

• PAC*SJ website has been updated and much improved. 

2021 PAC*SJ Sales of Donated Items  

• Six General and Specialty PAC*SJ sales held on 13th, 15th, 

and 17th Streets (Naglee Park) and Sequoia Ave. (Shasta/Hanchett) . 

• Donations also sold at specialty consignment sales, auction 

houses and online via Craigslist, eBay, Nextdoor, Facebook 

Marketplace. 

• Guest Authors at our sales were: Gary Singh, Cassie Kifer, 

Jim Zetterquist, Walter Soellner, and Heather David.  

• Surplus items donated to Japanese American Museum,  

libraries, thrift stores, SJWC, SJSU, UC Berkeley, etc.  

• Largest donation (value): 4 Items from the estate of Marcella 

Sherman ($3,600 via Slawinski Auction). 

• Largest donation (quantity): 300 Vintage Medicine Bottles 

from History San Jose.  

• 4 Vehicle Donations. 

• Total Revenue: $32,000+ from sales as of November  

• PAC*SJ motto: We will find a home for your treasures! 

Grants 

• Continuing activity on PAC*SJ’s VIP grants from Santa Clara 

County (four virtual walking tours of Diridon Station, Alviso 

Historic District, Lick Observatory and  IBM/Temple Laundry). 

• PAC*SJ application approved by BoardLead, which helps 

nonprofit groups transform and strengthen their board  

leadership. 

• Exploring options for other grant applications.  

   

2021 Historic Walking Tour Season  

Six walking tours were conducted in 2021 with our new audio 

equipment and new brochures. Tours were popular and regu-

larly sold out. 

• St James Historic District (3/27)  

• Market & West San Carlos Streets (4/24) & 5/29 ) 

• Alviso Historic District (6/26)  

• Japantown (8/28)  

• Diridon Station Area (9/25)            (Cont’d p. 5) 

The PAC*SJ annual meeting on Zoom was held on Nov. 15, 

2021. Seven incumbent Board of Directors were re-elected by 

the PAC*SJ membership to new, two-year terms. (Half our 

Board terms out every year.) Re-elected Board members are: 

Patt Curia, José de la Cruz, Gayle Frank, John Frolli, Marilyn 

Messina, John Mitchell, and Gratia Rankin. The Nomination 

Committee was overseen by Mike Sodergren and Sylvia Car-

roll.  

The Board officers for 2022 are then elected by the Board at 

the Annual Meeting. They are: Lynne Stephenson—President, 

Mike Sodergren—VP Advocacy, Cindy Atmore—Secretary, 

and John Frolli—Treasurer. Mike, Cindy and John agreed to 

continue in their positions. Lynne has agreed to take over the 

presidency, relieving André Luthard who has done a magnifi-

cent job serving as president through the retirement of our 

former E.D., searching for a new E.D., inspiring and pursuing 

the Dancing Pig Sign campaign and most recently steering the 

major campaign to save the Pallesen Apartment Building. 

André served as PAC*SJ President in 2014 and 2015, and then 

returned as president in 2019-2021.  Earlier he was VP in 1996, 

president in 1997-1998, and secretary in 2003. Thank you, An-

dré for all your hard work and dedication to PAC*SJ.   

Kudos to Lynne Stephenson for taking on the presidency. We 

all heartily support you in the coming year. 

  

André Luthard  Lynne Stephenson  

At the Annual Meeting, a quick review of PAC*SJ’s 2021  

activities and accomplishments were presented to the Board 

and guests. Here is a brief summary. 

Communications/Outreach  

● “Don’t Demo Diridon” Petition: over 700 signatures to 

date. PAC*SJ plans to send the petitions to the San Jose 

Mayor and Councilmembers. (See pg. 5) 
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 2021 PAC*SJ Special Events  

• Pallesen Donors/Members’ Thank You Reception (5/20). 

• PAC*SJ information booth at the Rose, White & Blue  

Parade (7/4).  

• PAC*SJ information booth at both Viva Calles (9/19 and 11/7). 

• Landmarked Doobie Brothers House Celebration (9/23). 

2021 Special Projects/Accomplishments  

• Saving and relocating the Pallesen Apartment Building.  

• Managing the Del Monte Tower Restoration Project. 

• Assistance with the Zepeda Adobe bronze plaque replace-

ment project (District 3/Sares Regis collaboration). 

Store/Merchandise Activity 

• Many more items are now available at our upgraded. 

“store” online at Preservation.org such as pins, stickers, 

patches, magnets, t-shirts, and guidebooks. 

•1350 orders totaling $67,669 gross online receipts as of No-

vember, 2021.  

• Brick and mortar retail sales of PAC*SJ items were sold at 

Antiques Colony, Recycle Bookstore, Books Inc., Moon Zoom 

Vintage, and at our garage/yard sales/special events. 

Year-end Appeal  

• PAC*SJ appeal letter mailed out in early December, 2021. 

• Our Endangered Properties Program is included in appeal 

letter with PAC*SJ’s selection of the “Endangered Eight” for 

2022.  See pages 6-7 for the list and descriptions and look for  

details in your year-end appeal letter.   

Election and Review (Cont’d)  

San Jose's historic Diridon Station appears to be threatened with demolition under 

current plans for future station expansion. Please sign PAC*SJ's petition demanding 

a preservation alternative instead at  https://www.preservation.org/dontdemodiridon. 

Our goal is to send an overwhelming number of residents’ signatures in favor of sav-

ing the Diridon Station to Mayor Sam Liccardo, Members of the San José City Coun-

cil, and the Diridon Integrated Station Concept Plan (DISC) member organizations 

(City of San Jose, Caltrain, CA High-Speed Rail Authority, and VTA).  

Plans over the last three years 

for the station’s expansion do  

not include any clear discus-

sion of the historic station’s fate 

or any acknowledgement that 

its preservation is assured. This 

is unacceptable. 

 

Preservation and adaptive re-

use of historic train stations 

have been successful in cities 

across the globe. PAC*SJ be-

lieves this station’s moderniza-

tion can and must include 

preservation and adaptive  

reuse of the existing historic 

station structure while being 

publicly transparent in the 

planning. 
   

For more details and to sign 

our petition, visit  www. 

preservation.org.   

  

Sign Our Petition  
Today! 

DON'T DEMO DIRIDON!  

1935 Diridon Station at 65 Cahill St., listed on the National Trust of Historic Places. 

https://www.preservation.org/dontdemodiridon
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ON   THE   RADAR 
Graves House, 4146 Mitzi Dr.  

The planned project for moving this his-

toric house to one side of the parcel to 

build a 46-unit apartment building folded 

and the site was for sale again. Now it is 

off the market. It sits vacant with no secu-

rity, no power, and has been intruded upon by homeless. 

Over the past few years this gem of a house has deteriorat-

ed and PAC*SJ is very concerned. We are working with the 

City of San Jose and the developer to ensure better security 

for this building. The Graves House was built in 1868 by an 

early pioneer, Sylvester Graves, and is eligible for land-

mark status. Graves first raised wheat and then switched to 

fruit orchards on his large farm. 

 

 

       PAC*SJ is Still Keeping An                         

                    Eye On— 

   ➢Diridon Stat ion  

   ➢Alum Rock Log Cabin  

   ➢Century 21  

         ➢McCabe Hall  

                           ➢Burbank Theater  

           ➢Montgomery Hotel  

             ➢Hotel De Anza  

            ➢St.  James Park  

1881-1899 West San Carlos/Antiques Row  (photo below) 

A mixed-use commercial project plans to demolish this whole 

block of buildings. The owner/developer/landlord falsely stat-

ed at the November 3rd Historic Landmarks Commission 

meeting that all the buildings are vacant and that they are not 

historic. The City of San Jose is challenging the conclusion 

that these buildings are not historic and PAC*SJ agrees. Here 

is another case where potential historic resources are not 

listed on the badly outdated HRI (San Jose’s Historic Re-

sources Inventory), resulting in confusion. Most of the Land-

marks Commissioners pressed for alternative analyses and 

ideas to preserve these buildings in part or in whole. 

 

1958 City Hall, 801 N. 1st Street  

The demolition of this iconic mid-century, 5-story building is 

proposed by the end of next year. This is a decision by the 

County Supervisors. Jim Salata and John Sobrato have pro-

posed that this 1958 building be reactivated for housing. 

PAC*SJ’s position has been that the security and maintenance 

cost over many years is much less than the cost of demolition 

and that since the County has no plans or budget for the site, 

the demolition will be creating a vacant, eyesore lot. 

Tower 27, 27 S. 1st Street 
The Downtown High-Rise project, approved 3 years ago, has 

now been approved for a 50% reduction in taxes and fees 

(B&S, CRMP, AHIF),1 totaling $6.3 million dollars. Why? The 

project will demolish the former Woolworth’s. The proposed 

building is not compatible with the Downtown Historic Dis-

trict and disrespects the iconic Bank of Italy Building across 

the street. The residential units, developed by Altera World-

wide and partly financed through an unproven, online fund-

ing scheme, will be rented at market rate, not affordable. 

1 Building and Structure Construction Tax (B&S); Commercial-Residential-Mobile 

Home-Park Building Tax (CRMP), Affordable Housing Impact Fee (AHIF) 

Graves House in better times, photo from 2017. The 

house has seriously deteriorated during its last five, 

vacant years. (Photo: Gayle Frank) 
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 Early Boxing Arena Threatened  
An older building stands at 447 W. 

St. John Street which gives no indi-

cation what stories it might tell of 

San Jose’s early years. The former 

Forman’s Arena (pictured right) is 

listed in San Jose’s Historic Re-

sources Inventory as eligible for 

listing on the National Register, 

California Register and a candidate 

city landmark. But the City of San 

Jose wants it torn down along with 

other structures in a potential his-

toric district to build a surface park-

ing lot! 

 

The city proposes to build an approxi-

mately 325-space parking lot project on 2.6 acres (5 parcels) 

at the northeast corner of W. St. John and N. Autumn 

Streets in response to the future parking needs of the San 

Jose Arena patrons (a result of development DSAP* fore-

casts). 

The Foreman Arena was built by a boxing promoter circa 

1926 for the purpose of hosting boxing/wrestling  events 

lasting until at least the late 1930s. The historic analysis of 

this building may reveal that it is a very rare or perhaps the 

sole surviving early sporting arena in the region. Ironically, 

the project is located next to San Jose’s modern arena. 

Wouldn’t it be smarter to adapt the vintage arena building 

into a sports museum featuring San Jose’s sporting history? 

Or transform it into a sports facility for the local youth? 

San Jose newspapers describe boxing and wrestling matches 

at Foreman’s Arena as early as April, 1926. A featherweight 

“thrilling draw” was reported in the San Jose Mercury be-

tween Billy LaFlore and Battling Siki on June 30, 1926. On 

August 14, 1926, the world’s heavyweight wrestling champ, 

Joe Stecher, was announced to go against Cowboy Jack Tay-

lor that next Wednesday night. Stecher’s first, earlier ap-

pearance in San Jose drew a crowd of 3,000. 

 

Multiple boxing and wrestling bouts were regular occur-

rences at the Arena up to at least 1937. A San Jose Mercury 

article on Mar. 31, 1930, touted that Primo Carnera, the 

World’s Heavyweight Wrestling Champion from Italy and 

contender for the world’s heavyweight boxing title, would 

participate in an exhibition match at Forman’s on April  

15th. (The Italian professional boxer and wrestler held the  

title of Boxing World Heavyweight Champion from 1933 

to 1934.)   

 

PAC*SJ strongly opposes this project as currently de-

scribed as it proposes to demolish culturally and architec-

turally significant structures and would damage the fab-

ric of  potential future historic districts by the same lead 

agency charged with protecting the integrity of its eligible 

historic districts. 

  

San Jose’s General Plan states that the integrity of  

candidate or designated historic districts shall be pre-

served, with a first priority given to preserving and reha-

bilitating historic districts for historic use or new use. 

PAC*SJ requested that the following be included in the 

EIR (Environmental Impact Report): first, the physical 

impact on the historic structures and potential historic 

district shall be thoroughly analyzed; second, thoughtful 

alternatives are described for adaptive re-use; and third, 

significant mitigation measures are required if structures 

are demolished in a potential future historic area.  

In addition to the impact to historic resources from this 

tear-down proposal, the parking lot project will sit on the 

edge of the Guadalupe River, resulting in adversely im-

pacting the sensitive riparian habitat and it will interfere 

with the completion of the Los Gatos Creek Trail.   
 

                     —Gayle Frank  
*DSAP=Diridon Station Area Plan  

Foreman’s Arena offered boxing and wrestling matches in the 1920s-1930s. 
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Continuity is distributed to over 500 San Jose preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue 

$100 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue 

$200 

Full Page 

Single issue 

$375 

    
    
    
    
    
    

PAC*SJ 2021-2022 Calendar 
Dec 13 Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  Location TBD.* 

Jan 24  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 

Feb  28   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 

 Mar  21  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 

 Apr  18  .Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 

      

      

      

   

 Casa Vicky’s  
New Patio 

Here’s the new outdoor patio at 

the Casa Vicky restaurant on N. 

17th and Julian Streets. If you re-

member from the summer issue of 

this newsletter, Casa Vicky was 

one of the 2021 grant winners from 

the National Trust and American 

Express. The grant program 

awarded $40,000 to 25 historic and 

culturally significant restaurants in 

the U.S. to help survive through 

the impacts of the pandemic and 

support their financial recovery.  

This patio at Casa Vicky’s is part 

of the repairs and updates that 

were made possible because of  

winning one of the grants.    

* Board meeting may take place online or meet at different locations. Call  408-998-8105 to confirm. 

PAC*SJ members Lisa Ruder and Steve Cohen assisted in writing the 

grant.  
       

Owner Maria Aguilar and her staff are open for business every day: Mon-

Fri from 10 am to 8 pm. Sat-Sun from 8 am to 8 pm. Come on down and try 

the new patio!                                                                               (Photo:: John Frolli) 
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Oct. Collectibles Sale  
The rain held off major drenching of the Oct 22-23, 

2021 PAC*SJ Collectibles Sale held at the Spanish 

Revival home of Larry Camuso and Kirk Went-

land. Shoppers were standing in line waiting to 

enter the outdoor “store” of vintage clothing, Fies-

ta and Bauer ware, books, George Washington 

memorabilia, old medicine bottles, art, china and 

Halloween décor. Over $4,900 was generated in the 

one and half day sale benefiting PAC*SJ’s educa-

tion initiatives.  
     

The house on Sequoia is a City Landmark. Many 

people said it was “their favorite house in all of 

San Jose.” The owners are very generous by shar-

ing it with many local non-profits as a fundraising 

venue. PAC*SJ happily branched out into the Shas-

ta Hanchett historic neighborhood for this sale but 

the Holiday Lollapalooza on Nov. 19-20 was back 

in Naglee Park at 140 South 17th St. Would your 

backyard accommodate a PAC*S sale?   
        

As always, our sales require many volunteers.  

       PAC*SJ Holiday Sale 
 

PAC*SJ’s last sale of the year was held on Nov. 19th and 20th on 

17th Street in Nagle Park. The Holiday Lollapalooza Boutique 

offered loads of Christmas decorations and many other potential 

gift items such as glassware, chinaware, tchotchke, books, CDs, 

tools, furniture, lamps, and much, much more. 

 

Tentative revenue from this sale was $4000 plus $1000 for earlier 

sales that week. Revenue goes toward our education and advoca-

cy projects. PAC*SJ was pleased with the turnout and sales since 

there were no large items and on Saturday we sold merchandise 

for $5 a bag! 

  

Many thanks to our hosts Lynne and Benny Stephenson, and 

cooks Tim and Rose Vandomelen, Virginia Carpio and Tim 

McAuliff. We had nice sunny weather and lots of nice shoppers. 

Many more thanks to those who made the leftover merchandise  

all disappear: Steve Cohen, John Frolli, Robert Carter, Paul 

Wedel, Shawn McCarter, Ron Hagen, Lyle Merithew, day laborer 

Kenneth, as well as the stalwart ladies Leslie Masunaga, Lynne 

Stephenson, Sara Bruce, Sandy Swirsky, and Gilda Messmer.  
   

Looking forward to more sales beginning in Spring of 2022.  
   

       —Patt Curia, PAC*SJ Donations Chair 

Here is a list of those superstars: Robert Carter (trucker and  

lasagna maker (yum!), Lynne Stephenson,* John Frolli,* Andre 

Luthard,* Marilyn Messina,* Gratia Rankin,* Sylvia Carroll,* 

John Mitchell,* Gayle Frank,* Rebecca Smith, Ron Hagen, Rebec-

ca Evans, Mary Lou Mason, Lisa Wangsness, Deborah Mills, 

Leslie Masunaga, Rose Vandomelen, Sandy Swirsky, Lyle Meri-

thew, Wini Leeds, Joyce Weissman, Sara Bruce, Tim McAuliff, 

Efrat Shahar, Willa Scholten, Catherine Pellizarri, Alice Gosak 

Gary, and new volunteer Jeanne Thomas. 

 

We also want to thank Gary Stephenson for appraising our 

bottle collection and History San Jose for donating the bottles, 

sheet music, vintage dresses, plates and chairs, etc. 
   

             —Patt Curia,* Donations Chair 
*Designates PAC*SJ Board member 

   

Left, Kirk Wentland, Patt Curia and Larry Camuso at the  

October Collectibles Sale.  (Photo: Patt Curia) 
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PAC*SJ celebrated the city landmarking of the former Doobie Broth-

ers House on September 23rd at the home of PAC*SJ member Lynnea 

Hagen. The outdoor party with refreshments was attended by about 

60 people who learned more about the 285 S. 12th Street house, its 

architect, and the landmarking process. The presentation was made 

by Krista Van Laan, author of the 12th Street House nomination for 

the homeowners, John and Lauren White. 

.  

Krista showed slides of the architect’s other designs and discussed 

the history and the nomination process for the former Doobie Broth-

ers House, which was designed and built in 1907 for the Normandin 

family— then famous for early horse-drawn carriage sales and to this 

day modern auto sales.   

Thank you Krista, Lynnea, Patt Curia and the events committee for 

such an entertaining evening. For more details on the landmark 

house visit our website and click on the Fall 2021 Continuity.   

   PAC*SJ Celebrates Doobie Brothers House as Landmark 

Right, Lynnea Hagen (left) and Krista Van Laan are transported 

back to the 1960s-70s, celebrating the former Doobie Brothers 

House, one of the newest San Jose City Landmarks. 

PAC*SJ at Viva Calle  

PAC*SJ staffed a booth at Viva Calle for the second time this fall. 

Pictured Nov. 7th at our infor-

mation booth located at Parque de 

Pobladores is (from the left) Execu-

tive Director Ben Leech, Lisa 

Wangsness, Lynne Stephenson and 

Heather David—all working hard 

to spread the good word about 

preservation. 

Many signatures were collected for 

the “Don’t Demo Diridon “ peti-

tion. (See Page 5). 

 

As always, our sign pins, t-shirts, 

stickers, and magnets were a big 

hit. Viva Calle is a great way to 

spread the word about our activi-

ties and goals to those who may not 

know who we are. Look for us 

again next spring at the 2022 Viva 

Calle!   
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Frederick Bigland was a design-

er and builder who specialized 

in the Storybook substyle of Tu-

dor Revival architecture, with 

houses that featured decorative 

half-timbering, steep roofs with 

wood shake shingles, and over-

sized central chimneys with 

wide bases and imaginative 

brick and stonework. His work 

can be found in San José and 

around the Bay Area, San Fran-

cisco, Reno, and most notably in 

Carmel, where he helped define 

the unique architectural charac-

ter of Carmel-by-the-Sea in the 

late 1920s. An artistic free spirit, 

Bigland not only designed and 

built houses, but also was an 

amateur painter, poet, and illus-

trator, and in his last years, went 

into business as an award-winning silversmith. 

Frederick Hodgson Bigland was born January 28, 1889, in 

Oxton, Cheshire, England, into a Quaker family whose 

members were all said to have an aptitude for the arts. 

(Renowned British portraitist Percy Bigland was said to 

have been a cousin.) His father died at age 43, when Fred-

erick was not yet six years old, leaving Frederick’s mother 

a widow with four children of whom Frederick was the 

youngest.  

In 1912, Bigland and his wife-to-be Dorothy Walton came 

to the United States, with their sights set on California, 

reputedly to help Bigland with his asthma. They moved to 

the village of Saticoy, then to Santa Barbara, where their 

daughter Mary was born in 1914. Bigland found work, first 

for the Southern California Edison Company, then as a 

driver for the Santa Barbara Morning Press before landing 

employment in 1918 as a bookkeeper for a contracting 

firm. 

He seemed to have finally found his niche. He learned 

how to design and build a house and how to run a busi-

ness, and by 1922, had the confidence to go into business 

himself as a residential designer and contractor. Although 

unlicensed as an architect and apparently untrained prior  

to his experience in Santa Barbara (according to censuses, 

he did not attend school or learn any kind of trade), from 

that point forward, he was called an architect and worked 

as one, designing his one-of-a-kind houses, drawing the 

plans, and acting as the contractor.  

On June 29, 1925, Santa Barbara was the site of a massive 

earthquake, destroying most of the downtown. The 

Biglands bought a lot in Carmel-by-the-Sea, which by then 

had become well known as a natural seaside resort and 

artists’ colony, attracting residents such as author Sinclair 

Lewis and poet Robinson Jeffers. Bigland built a house on 

Mountain View Avenue and the Bigland family along 

with Dorothy’s mother Isabel Walton moved to Carmel in 

early 1926. 

Around the same time, Clara Folger, widow of the coffee 

heir James Folger, bought a lot in Carmel with an ocean 

view and hired Bigland to design and build her house. 

This would certainly have been a major step in helping 

Bigland establish himself in Carmel, and he soon had com-

missions from other important local clients. 

In Carmel in the late 1920s, the Storybook style became 

popular, primarily due to the local work of builder Hugh 

Comstock, who created whimsical cottages      (Cont’d p. 14) 

Frederick Bigland: Bringing the Carmel Style to San Jose  

By Krista Van Laan  

Frederick Bigland’s Carmel House on Mountain View Ave., built in 1926, is an 

outstanding example of the Carmel architectural style. 
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Frederick Bigland (cont’d)   

with exaggeratedly curved and battered walls, rolled roofs                   

with wood shingles, and freeform half-timbering. Other 

builders followed suit, contributing to the architectural 

style for which Carmel is primarily known today.  

Storybook style, which developed in Los Angeles in the 

1920s, is not a specific architectural style, but rather a vari-

ation of other styles, usually the Cotswold Cottage or Tu-

dor Revival style, with features and details that seem to 

come out of a fairy tale. Sometimes whimsical, like a Walt 

Disney-inspired building, sometimes based on English 

fairy tales or Russian or Arabian Nights folklore, and 

sometimes harkening back to a romanticized medieval 

world, a Storybook building typically features swayback 

or rolled roofs designed to imitate thatch, cobblestones or 

clinker bricks, hand-crafted details, leaded glass and mul-

lioned casement windows, and elements that are deliber-

ately made to look old.  

Bigland’s early houses were Spanish or Moorish Revival, 

as had been popular in Santa Barbara. But Bigland’s own 

Carmel home, built in 1926 on Mountain View Avenue, is 

considered to be a foremost example of the Carmel style, 

appearing in several books on Carmel architecture and 

featured on architectural tours. As described by historian 

Kent Seavey in the 2002 Carmel Historic Survey: 

The Bigland House is especially well sited as an example of 

the Tudor “Storybook” substyle. Set below the roadway in a 

wooded glen, surrounded by Carmel stone walls, the ram-

bling, false half-timbered building exudes a fairytale quality. 

Its leaded glass windows have designed “repairs” and the 

scale of the entryways is reminiscent of an Arthur Rackham 

children’s book illustration. The oversize roof shakes and 

randomly laid up Carmel stone chimney emphasize the  

home-made quality of the building. 

The style became one Bigland identified with from that 

time forward. The character-defining features of the 

Biglands’ Carmel house, such as the wood shake shingles, 

half-timbering, artisanal tiles and fixtures, and the focal 

chimney with flared base can be found in much of his sub-

sequent work, as can the forested natural hillside setting. 

Bigland seemed to have a special skill for designing his 

houses to fit into irregular lots, and Bigland houses are 

usually difficult to photograph, as they are situated on 

hillsides or oddly shaped lots or obscured among thick 

trees like fairy tale cottages in the forest.  

During his time in Carmel from 1926-1931, Bigland  

designed and built houses, a pair of small apartment build-

ings, at least one commercial building, and the grammar 

school’s playground and auditorium. Eight of his build-

ings are designated as significant in Carmel’s historic in-

ventory.  

In 1931, Frederick and Dorothy Bigland separated. He 

moved his business to Watsonville, where his work includ-

ed a grand house at 340 East Beach Street for banker H.S. 

Fletcher. (That building is today the Watsonville YWCA.) 

He also went into partnership with Dr. James Bird Cutter 

to develop land around Kelly Lake in Watsonville. The 

pair called the area Interlaken and populated it with 

Bigland’s “English” houses, many of which are still stand-

ing today. 

Frederick and Dorothy divorced in Reno in May 1934, and 

the following month, Bigland married his second wife, 

teacher Fran (“Fanny”) Carruthers of San José, a forty-two-

year-old widow with an eight-year-old daughter. Fanny 

Gaddis Carruthers was a highly educated woman, a 1914 

Berkeley graduate with a master’s degree from Stanford, 

and active in the American Association of University 

Women (AAUW). She taught at San José High School and 

was in charge of women’s discussion groups in San José’s 

adult education program. She was also dean of girls and 

vice-principal at Mountain View Union High School. Fan-

ny was, and continued to be, a locally well-known and 

prolific speaker on topics such as education, women’s 

rights, and child and adolescent psychology.  

 

The couple bought a house on Chapman Street. Bigland 

established himself in business in San José by renovating 

                (Cont’d  p. 15)  

A Bigland design at 1830 The Alameda in San Jose., origi-

nally a triplex built for Chris and Margaret Neddersen. 
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features include a steeply pitched shake roof and leaded 

diamond-paned casement and bay windows. A central 

stepped chimney is a focal point of the front façade, its 

bricks set in an ornate design. The rear of the house is two 

stories, with a covered balcony extending across the upper 

story. The house has a high level of integrity and recently 

appeared before the Historic Landmarks Commission 

where it was designated a Candidate City Landmark. 

Frederick and Fanny Bigland separated in 1941. Bigland 

married thirty-nine-year-old ex-dancer Jeanne Lesseman 

Snyder. Jeanne, a theater enthusiast, was active as the presi-

dent of the Foothill Players of Los Altos. Bigland continued 

to work as a contractor and designer, building in Reno, the 

Santa Cruz mountains, and Los Altos, until he retired in 

1954.  

The Biglands spent the next five years “roaming the South-

west” and living in a trailer before settling    (Cont’d p. 16) 

the Chapman Street house and building other houses on 

spec. His Cotswold cottages were popular in San José as 

they had been in other cities, and he soon had steady 

work. Two of his San José designs are especially notable. 

In 1937, furniture merchant Oscar Oliver and his wife 

Anne hired Bigland to design and build a two-story resi-

dence at 1172 Minnesota Avenue in Willow Glen. Set back 

from the street among thick redwoods, the Oliver house is 

pure Bigland, brick and redwood and rustic stone, with a 

steep shake-shingled roof, leaded diamond-paned win-

dows, and decorative tiles. The building, today known as 

Woodhaven, was purchased in 1973 by the Willow Glen 

United Methodist Church, which uses it for events. 

In 1939, Bigland was hired by newlyweds Lowell and Dor-

othy Berner Smith to design a Storybook Tudor house at 

150 Arroyo Way. The Smiths’ house, built onto a tree-filled 

lot that drops steeply in the rear to Coyote Creek, is 

strongly reminiscent of Bigland’s work in Carmel. Clad in 

irregularly surfaced clinker bricks and rough-textured 

stucco with rustic half-timbering, its character-defining  

Front view of 1172 Minnesota Ave., built for the Oliver 

family. Below, is the rear view. Today the building  

is owned by the United Methodist Church. 

Above, front view of 150 Arroyo Way, built in 1939 for 

Lowell and Dorothy Bermer Smith, looking like a single 

story home. Below, rear view showing its two stories. 

Frederick Bigland (cont’d)   
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Have you  

renewed  

your 2021-2022 

PAC*SJ  

annual  

Membership? 

Frederick Bigland (Cont’d) 
in Ojai, where they opened a jewelry store. Bigland had 

taught himself silversmithing, and he and Jeanne worked 

together as designers for their award-winning jewelry, 

which received accolades at festivals and art shows. In 

1961, the couple moved to Solvang, a historic Danish town 

in Santa Barbara County, the county where Bigland had 

begun his life in America. They opened another jewelry 

store, which was a success, and lived out the rest of their 

lives in Solvang. Jeanne died in 1967; Bigland in 1971.  

Here are a few examples of Frederick Bigland’s work in 

San José: 

115, 150, and 185 Arroyo Way 

1172 Minnesota Avenue 

465 South 16th Street 
 

Krista Van Laan, a long-time PAC*SJ member, is an architectural 
historian and author of many articles and two books on local San 
José architecture. Krista chaired two of PAC*SJ’s outstanding 
Home Tours in 2012 (Wolfe & Wolfe) and 2017 (Wolfe & Higgins). 
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888 Asbury Street 

1128 Crescent Drive 

1830 The Alameda   

Bigland house designed for City Councilman Fred  

and Mamie Doerr at 465 S. 16th St., San Jose. 
(All photos: Krista Van Laan) 
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The F. J. Smith House at 3550 San  

Felipe Road in Evergreen is a San 

Jose City Landmark designated in 

1986. Recently, the Gothic Revival 

style house was moved about 85 feet 

southwest of its original location and 

rehabilitated to make room for a resi-

dential care facility. The associated 

tank house, pump house, and aviary 

were also relocated.  

On Sunday August 1, 2021, The 

Clampers (E Clampus Vitus Moun-

tain Charlie Chapter 1850) and the 

California Pioneers of Santa Clara 

County dedicated a new bronze 

plaque/monument in front of the 

now handsome and much improved 

F J. Smith House. Below is the plaque 

text with the historic details of the 

house.   

        (More photos on p. 18) 

 San Jose Landmark Gets New Plaque 

FRANCIS J. SMITH HOUSE 

CITY OF SAN JOSE LANDMARK HLA 86-031-01         RESOLUTION NO. 79565  

 

HOME OF FRANCIS J. SMITH                      FIRST, LAST, AND ONLY POSTMASTER OF EVERGREEN 

PIONEER EVERGREEN SETTLER, FRANCIS J. SMITH BUILT THIS HOME IN 1874 ON LAND  

ORIGINALLY PART OF THE CHABOYA MEXICAN LAND GRANT, RANCHO YERBA BUENA.  THE  

VILLAGE OF EVERGREEN'S COMMERCIAL CENTER STOOD NEAR THIS SITE, WHERE IN 1868,  

BROTHERS CHARLES C. AND FRANCIS J. SMITH OPENED A GENERAL STORE.  IN 1870, THE  

FARMERS OF EVERGREEN PETITTIONED FOR A POST OFFICE.  FRANCIS J. SMITH BECAME  

EVERGREEN'S FIRST POSTMASTER AND HELD THE POST UNTIL THE POST OFFICE WAS  

DISCONTINUED IN 1914.  FARMERS PICKED UP THEIR MAIL AT SMITH'S STORE AND  

PATRONIZED NEARBY BUSINESSES, INCLUDING A BLACKSMITH SHOP AND WINERY.  THE  

HOUSE STOOD BEHIND THE GENERAL STORE AND IS PICTURED IN THOMPSON AND WEST'S  

1876 HISTORICAL ATLAS MAP OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY.  ALTHOUGH THE STORE BURNED IN  

1929, THE HOUSE REMAINED A HOME FOR ONE OF SMITH'S CHILDREN, KATHERINE R. SMITH,  

A SCHOOLTEACHER, WHO LIVED HERE UNTIL HER DEATH IN 1973 AT THE AGE OF 103.  AN  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN THE EVERGREEN SCHOOL DISTRICT BEARS HER NAME.  IN 2019, THE  

HOUSE WAS MOVED CLOSER TO THE ROAD TO MAKE ROOM FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT. SOME  

OF THE EUCALYPTUS AND PEPPER TREES FRANCIS J. SMITH PLANTED STILL REMAIN. 

DEDICATED 2021  BY  

CALIFORNIA PIONEERS OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY 

MOUNTAIN CHARLIE CHAPTER NO. 1850  E CLAMPUS VITUS 

"RIGHT WRONGS NOBODY" 

The rehabilitated  F.J. Smith House on San Felipe Road with new plaque.

(Photo: Jack Furlow, Mt Charlie 1850 Chapter E Clampus Vitus)  
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Landmark Gets New Plaque (Cont’d) 

 In Memory of 

Rusty Lutz 
 

Rusty, also known as Henry or 
Hank,  lived in Morgan Hill with 
his wife Katie. He passed away on 
September 29, 2021. 
 
He was a loyal supporter of  
PAC*SJ and served on our Adviso-
ry Board from 2005-2021. He  
owned and restored a landmark 
apartment house on N. 3rd and  
Julian Streets. Rusty loved garage 
sales and donated unique salvage 
items for our PAC*SJ sales. 
 
Rest in peace, Rusty. 

 New Sign Pins Here 

Below, the F. J. Smith House being moved 85 feet  

to the southwest of its original location  

for its restoration.  Photo: John Frolli) 

The F. J. Smith House in 2010.  

in much need of repair. 

(Photo: Gayle Frank) 

A third set of historic sign pins are here just in 

time for holiday gift giving. The third set of four 

features a food theme, highlighting San Jose’s 

eating establishments; Mark’s Hot Dogs, Five 

Spot, Falafel’s Drive-in, and the former Firato 

Ravioli Delicatessen.  Sets of pins are $45; single 

pins are $15. 

Our new San Jose Sign Project booklet, 

“Downtown San Jose Walking Tour” is now in 

stock. It includes three walking tours of historic 

signs in our downtown. 

Die cut vinyl, waterproof stickers of our historic 

San Jose signs, in both small or large  sizes, are 

available. 

PAC*SJ also has a newly designed Dancing Pig 

Sign t-shirt. The Pig Sign t-shirts were very popu-

lar so we decided to create a new one. We also car-

ry a fabric 2” x 4” patch of the cute, neon sign pig. 

T-shirts of the Pallesen Apartment Building, and 

the DeAnza Hotel are still  available. 
    

Order online at preservation.org/shop.   
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PAC*SJ Membership Application or Renewal 

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application or Renewal 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ __ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Provide email address to receive timely notices of news, events and 

announcements. PAC*SJ will not release your contact details.   
     

New Member_______   Renewing Member_______    
   

  Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

  

  

  

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive one or 

more special premiums listed below. 

Please check if you would like to receive  

1 premium for Contributor Level   

2 Premiums for Patron Level or higher   

No Premium   

Select your chosen Premium(s) below.  

   I am enclosing  $          for PAC*SJ 

membership or donation. 
 

(Or visit us online at www.preservation.org  

to renew or join) 

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership        Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 
   

Complete and return with your check to:  
  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599  

Phone: (408)-998-8105       info@preservation.org                                                                         

Did you know that Preservation  

Action Council of San Jose (PAC*SJ) 

has a Legacy Giving Program?   

   

Please consider a bequest to PAC*SJ 

as part of your estate plan. There's 

no minimum amount required. In 

fact, you can specify any dollar 

amount, leave a percentage of your 

estate, or designate what remains 

after your estate has been settled.  

   

Gifts of stock are possible at any 

time. If you are 70 1/2 years of age or 

over, a qualified charitable donation  

 Legacy Giving 

can count  toward satisfying your 

required minimum distribution 

from an IRA, helping to lower your 

taxes.  
         

PAC*SJ welcomes any donation you 

can make this year to further our 

advocacy, educational opportunities 

and event activities.  
       

Please contact info@preservation.org  

or 408-998-8105 for more infor-

mation. PAC*SJ is a 501c3 non-profit 

organization. Our tax ID is 77-

0254542.   

Member  
Premiums  

 

Choose 1 Premium for Contributor level; 

Choose 2 Premiums for Patron level or 

above. 

  Save the Pallesen T-Shirt: S, M, L, XL 

  Pallesen Enamel Pin 

  Hotel De Anza T-Shirt: XL 

  Tales of Naglee Park by Jack Douglas 

  San Jose Signs Guide (2017 booklet) 

  Sunset Poster of your choice 

  No Premium—my membership will   

 fully support PAC*SJ programs. 

 

mailto:info@preservation.org
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                  PAC*SJ 2021 Board    

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 
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André Luthard, President 

Michael Sodergren, V.P. Advocacy  

John Frolli, Treasurer 

Cindy Atmore, Secretary 

Sylvia Carroll 

Patt Curia 

Advisory Board 

José De La Cruz  

Gayle Frank    

Marilyn Messina 

John Mitchell 

Gratia Rankin 

Lynne Stephenson 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Heather David 

Ken Fowler, CPA 

 

Alan Hess 

April Halberstadt 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Keith Watt 

Or Current Resident 

Like Us On Facebook! 

Staff:  Ben Leech, Executive Director 

The Preservation Action Council of San Jose is a dy-

namic nonprofit membership organization dedicated 

to preserving our unique and diverse architectural 

and cultural heritage. Through advocacy, education, 

and civic engagement, we promote historic preserva-

tion as an essential tool for fostering equitable, distinc-

tive, sustainable, and prosperous communities. 

We believe that historic preservation is good for our 

quality of life, good for business, and good for the 

environment. We aspire to integrate a strong commit-

ment to historic preservation into the land use and de-

velopment decisions of the City of San Jose that affect 

historic resources, as well as into the private decisions 

of property owners and developers. We try to bring 

owners and developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  


