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PAC*SJ to Celebrate 25 Years!    
Preservation Action Council is 

celebrating our 25th anniver-

sary in 2015. The organization  

officially became PAC*SJ back 

in 1990. Over these 25 years we 

have succeeded in many cam-

paigns to save historic build-

ings or homes, but have also 

sadly watched the city lose his-

toric structures to fire or demo-

lition. We will celebrate our 

25th anniversary on Oct. 22nd and hope 

everyone will share  in the festivities. 

The following excerpt describes the origins 

of PAC*SJ, written by founding PAC*SJ 

member Judge Paul Bernal, who is San Jo-

se’s official Historian. 

The Formation of  Preservation  

Action Council of San Jose 

I have always been concerned with the de-

mise of many beautiful historic downtowns 

in California.  In San Jose, there was a se-

ries of unnecessary demolitions for the usu-

al bad reasons: clear land for development 

and, in the meantime, create temporary 

parking lots.   In some cases there was out-

right fraud in demolition without permits.   

Much of the significant old San Jose was 

disappearing without the decision-makers 

taking into consideration the potential con-

tribution of these buildings to a vibrant San 

Jose future. 

I was a member of most histori-

cal groups in Santa Clara Coun-

ty, one of which was the Victori-

an Preservation Association in 

San Jose. The VPA focused on 

networking to help owners of 

older homes restore their houses 

to their original state, especially 

homeowners in Naglee Park, 

Hantchett District, some parts of 

Old Willow Glen, College Park 

neighborhood, etc.  I went to a 

meeting of theirs on 11 October 

1989.  It was in someone’s home and was 

part business, part social.   The president 

of the group, Betsy Mathieson, announced 

that one of the VPA members named Ka-

rita Hummer (whom I had never met) 

wanted to start a watchdog group for 

threatened buildings in San Jose.  Karita 

said a few words and sat down. She was 

both passionate and hopeful. Her tone 

was: “We face a crisis. If there is any inter-

est in forming a committee, we might try 

this.” Betsy sent a sign-up sheet around 

the room and encouraged people to get 

involved. I signed up. About ten others 

did, too. The next day I got a call from 

Karita inviting me to her house for a 

meeting in about 2 weeks.   

    

This preservation organization was origi-

nally called the “Preservation Watchdog 

Committee,” as a committee under VPA. 

The first meeting was just after the   
                (Cont’d p. 3) 
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 Executive Director’s Message 
Although it has been 

somewhat of a rough 

summer for historic 

preservation in San Jose, 

we are cautiously opti-

mistic that there might be 

some hope on the hori-

zon. Maybe. 

We have had a difficult 

time in recent months -- 

from the historic Willow 

Glen Trestle to the long-

vacant First Church 

building at St. James 

Park. The trestle is still 

standing and the City 

cannot wait to demolish it but as long as it is still in place 

there is hope it can be saved.  

As for the First Church, we are very pleased that after work-

ing to save this historic structure for the past 25 years there is 

a project moving forward that will restore and reuse the 

building. 

Although we raised concerns about the housing and retail 

component of the proposed project because of various viola-

tions of City policies such as the St. James Square Historic 

District Design Guidelines, the project was unanimously ap-

proved by the City Council. We are now working with the 

City and the developer, Barry Swenson Builder, to ensure 

the church restoration is completed in the manner that has 

been promised. 

We were disappointed that the City Council ignored the his-

toric reports regarding the former Mercury News building 

and will allow the structure to be demolished. We will now 

be watching to see that all promises made regarding the 

commemoration of this historic building are carried out as 

stated. Not a perfect solution but it’s the one we were dealt 

by the City Council. 

We continue to try and improve communication between the 

City and PAC*SJ. Just as we meet on a regular basis with 

Planning Department staff, we have laid the groundwork to 

begin regular meetings with the Mayor’s office. We are hope-

ful the increased sharing of information will lead to fewer 

disagreements over the preservation of our dwindling his-

toric resources and a better understanding of the importance 

of respecting our architectural heritage. 

Brian Grayson in  front of  

First Church on St. James St. 
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 
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We are participating with efforts to revitalize St. James Park. 

This historic site should be so much more than it is today 

and many people are working to improve the Park and make 

it the jewel it should be. 

I was asked by the Mayor and Councilmember Peralez to 

serve on the Levitt Pavilion Steering Committee. The Levitt 

Foundation has already established several pavilions around 

the country. San Jose is a possible location for a pavilion that 

is currently being proposed for St. James Park. The Levitt 

Pavilion program would offer a minimum of 50 family 

friendly concerts a year and has the potential to bring many 

people to the Park. 

There are still questions to be answered though, such as the 

placement and design of the pavilion as well as ongoing 

funding. We want to be sure that any final proposal respects 

the St. James Square Historic District and will not jeopardize 

its National Register status. The committee has met twice so 

far and is comprised of a cross-section of the city including 

the neighborhood, arts groups and businesses. 

In addition to our advocacy efforts, we offered fun and edu-

cational events to our members and the community at-large. 

Thanks to Sharon McCauley for her leadership in preparing 

and conducting our popular Summer Walking Tour Pro-

gram. This year’s tours included walks around such historic 

areas as the Rose Garden, Alviso, Washington Square, and 

Japantown. There is one more opportunity to enjoy a Walk-

ing Tour on October 24 when we will explore Neon Signs on 

San Carlos Street. More information is available in this news-

letter and on our website.                       (Cont’d p. 5  ) 
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 Formation of PAC*SJ (Cont’d) 
earthquake of 17 Oct 1989 

because I remember the 

most pressing issue at the 

first meeting was the fact 

the Old Courthouse had 

been damaged in the   

Loma Prieta Earthquake.  

The courthouse was 

locked up and red-tagged 

as uninhabitable; no one 

could go in or out, and 

there was talk in the 

County that the court-

house was irreparably 

damaged and must be razed. It would take millions of dol-

lars to save the Old Courthouse.  
 

At the first meeting, Karita explained that in the cities she 

had formerly lived (one was Chicago) there were preserva-

tion groups that were very effective. She wanted to replicate 

such a group in San Jose because there was a need. Karita 

was particularly concerned about buildings on First Street.  

She announced that although she originally thought this 

would be a suitable committee within the VPA, she had 

thought it through during the intervening days and believed 

that the scope of the watchdog group would be somewhat 

different than VPA. Karita opined that in order to be effec-

tive, the watchdog group would need to branch out, create its 

own entity, get 501(c)(3) status, and meet separate from VPA.    

The name of the group was quickly debated. “Watchdog” 

was too colloquial.  “Preservation San Jose” was suggested.  

“Preservation Action” sounded energetic.  Based upon prior 

groups that Karita had joined in Chicago and elsewhere, Ka-

rita suggested “Preservation Action Council.” It was suggest-

ed we call the group “Preservation Action Council of San 

Jose” or “of Santa Clara County” to give us geographical 

identity.  We chose “San Jose” because there was enough in 

San Jose to keep us busy, although we were not opposed to 

helping neighboring communities with their issues.  We de-

bated whether "PAC" was a good idea because to some peo-

ple it may denote a Washingtonian “Political Action Com-

mittee”, which to some was a negative thing, and to others it 

was a positive thing. We decided having PAC in the name 

would not be a bad title, all things considered. And it would 

convey to elected officials that this new organization was a 

viable group. 

Karita asked me to research 501(c)(3) status, which I did, and 

reported back at a subsequent meeting regarding the various 

types of 501 filings and how to effectuate such a filing.  Betsy 

Mathieson later brought in attorney David Pandori (later City 

Councilmember and still later Deputy District Attorney) to 

draw the papers and file in Sacramento because as a Deputy 

District Attorney I was not permitted to conduct legal work 

outside my employment. 

Because of the urgency with the Old Courthouse, that was 

our first project. We divided up tasks. After the meeting  

Karita contacted the Mercury News, and I contacted the 

Court, County Board of Supervisors, and State Assembly 

members about saving the Old Courthouse. Betsy, Karita and 

I began a letter writing campaign.  I recall we used Karita’s 

home   address on the "letterhead" because we had yet to 

secure a P.O. Box. 

From an article that columnist Leigh Weimers wrote in the 

Mercury News, we picked up early talent like Sharon Hein-

richs, Franklin Maggi, Patti Massey, Bill Zlavaris, and our 

architect friends Marv Bamburg and Craig Mineweaser. Ellen 

Garboske was an energetic sparkplug, and a caterer named 

Greg Casella had enormous drive and talent.  We borrowed 

successful preservationists from similar organizations.  For-

mer Morgan Hill Mayor Beth Wyman, archivist Jack Douglas, 

activist April Halberstadt, old-school Tom King, and histori-

an Leslie Masunaga all pitched in.  Everybody agreed PACSJ 

was very much needed, and people were generous with the 

time and ideas.   It was a very exciting time; I was surround-

ed by enthusiastic, caring, brilliant people. Everyone was 

committed to success.                                     (Continued on pg. 4) 

Paul Bernal 

 

Santa Clara County Courthouse (1868) closed in 1989  

after the earthquake, was restored and reopened in 1994.  
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Things really developed fast that first year and a half.  

PACSJ was a tremendous success. Cherilyn Widell, who 

lived in Palo Alto, was the State Historic Preservation Officer 

in Sacramento. She provided a lot of guidance, led day-long 

planning retreats, and hooked us up with other local preser-

vation communities in places like Santa Barbara, San Diego, 

and Pasadena.  She also connected us to national organiza-

tions like the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Keith 

Watt was an avid member of PACSJ and instrumental in 

providing resources and meeting space. 

Looking back, I am surprised we took on so much in so little 

time and pulled it off successfully. It was certainly a “David 

versus Goliath” situation in most of our projects. We were 

told repeatedly that we would never achieve our goals on 

many projects. Many doors were slammed in our faces; but 

many more doors were opened. A combination of legal anal-

ysis, bravado, standing up for what was right, the power of 

shared enthusiasm, and good old fashioned stick-to-it-

iveness carried us to victory in most of our endeavors.   

Karita had a certain charisma that was undeniable. Although 

she was a leader, she was quite democratic in all things. If it 

were not for her vision, PACSJ would not have existed as the 

force it is today. Karita was brilliant in identifying what ex-

pertise we needed, locating people, and convincing them to 

join. Karita wanted lawyers, architects, builders, account-

ants, historians, grant-writers, teachers, and dedicated indi-

viduals.  She knew we needed some level of expertise in or-

der to do battle with opposing experts. Karita encouraged us 

all to think outside the box and come up with clever solu-

tions.  It was not a surprise that one of our early obstacles 

was changing the attitude of the community.   We very early 

recognized that: 

 City planners and elected officials were not accustomed to in-

cluding preservationists in the mix; 

 We were always coming in at the 11th hour and disturbing a plan 

that was long underway for demolition or inappropriate altera-

tions – that gave the developer the upper hand because the de-

veloper could cry “foul”; 

 We needed to be invited to the early stages of planning, not after 

the city and the developer had already agreed (sometimes be-

hind closed doors) on the result of certain projects; 

 We needed to effectuate a paradigm shift toward preservation as 

good for business, good for the community, and good for the 

property owners – we brought experts in preservation econom-

ics to San Jose; 

 Formation of PAC*SJ (Cont’d) 
 We needed to bring to the attention of city officials and owners that 

there were preservation laws which they were violating; 

 We needed to overcome the lack of understanding of elected offi-

cials and the planning office – many times we were told “Why 

would you save that building?  It is ugly.  It has no gingerbread 

woodwork.  What is the point?”  This we called the “gingerbread 

mentality.” 

We received a groundswell of support that countered this  

city-hall-indifference. I remember in our first 6 months I sent 

out crude membership applications.  In response, I received an 

encouraging note from a man in Sunnyvale, attached to a $5 

check, he wrote, “Give ‘em hell.” 

In short order we had a vibrant membership, dozens of signifi-

cant committees within the organization, a great newsletter, 

partnerships with many organizations in the bay area, planned 

a city-wide celebration of “Preservation Week,” hosted confer-

ences to educate the city and owners of un-reinforced masonry 

buildings (which were obviously at risk), brought economic 

and tax experts to San Jose, saved a number of buildings, held 

walking tours, and hosted annual Open House District Tours. 

PACSJ quickly became known as one of the most effective new 

preservation groups in the State of California. We received 

many State-wide awards in our early years. As a fledgling or-

ganization, compared to some which were many decades old, 

we even hosted the California Preservation Association 

statewide conference in San Jose. 

We took on an enormous project in trying to save the Scheller 

House on the campus of San Jose State University. All the odds 

were against us. We literally approached the issue as if it were 

a war campaign, with hundreds of planning meetings, contact-

ing every possible person and resource, fighting an entrenched 

SJSU President, a University system, and the State of Califor-

nia. Dozens of PACSJ members put in thousands of hours on 

this project. Each of us took on the work of a second full-time 

job. There was a turning-point meeting with the President of 

San Jose State University, Gail Fullerton, in her wood-paneled 

office. Present were Karita, Bill Zlavaris, Craig Mineweaser, 

and Beth Wyman (to the best of my recollection). Because we 

were only allotted 15 minutes for the meeting, we each had our 

rehearsed part to say.   When I mentioned SJSU was not in 

compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA), the impatient president lost it. Fullerton yelled at me, 

“Young man, are you threatening me?” I replied, “No, I am 

here to tell you SJSU is in violation of the law.”  She abruptly 

ended the meeting. We PACSJ members all had a big laugh on 

the way out through the corridors to the parking lot.  
        (Cont’d p. 5) 



Continuity, Fall 2015                   www.preservation.org Page 5 

 

 

Formation of PAC*SJ (Cont’d) 

Many thanks to Patt Curia and her volunteer army for making 

this summer’s “Garage Sale” our most successful ever! The 

sale is a major fundraiser for us and its success would not be 

possible without the support of many people on many levels. 

Watch for news about our next sale in early 2016. 

This year marks our 25th Anniversary as an organization. Help 

us celebrate on the evening of October 22 at the San Jose 

Woman’s Club. We will be honoring Suzanne & Jim Salata for 

their longtime efforts on behalf of historic preservation. Join us 

for a fun-filled, pirate-themed evening and help support our 

continued efforts to preserve San Jose’s architectural heritage. 

I want to close my column in memory of our dear friend and 

colleague, Ellen Garboske. Ellen passed away earlier this  

summer and her loss leaves a big void in the PAC*SJ family. 

She has been a leader of PAC*SJ since its early days and 

served in just about every capacity that she could. As a Board 

member and an officer, as a volunteer extraordinaire, Ellen 

was the ultimate preservationist in the very best sense of the 

word. 

She will be missed greatly by everyone whose life she 

touched. We extend our sympathies to her husband, John, 

and their family. We thank you for sharing Ellen with us for 

so many years.   

Brian Grayson 

Executive Director for PAC*SJ 

 ED Message (Cont’d) 

 

We knew we hit a nerve and SJSU was on soft ground on this 

issue. In the end we were successful, and we learned a lot 

about how to effectuate change and partner with other groups 

who shared our interests. I believe this was a jumping off point 

for PACSJ. We were seen as the “little engine that could.”  It 

set the tone for many future projects.   

When Karita or Franklin Maggi needed a certain leverage on a 

project of ours, they would kid me, “Young man, we need you 

to threaten someone.” Of course, threatening people was not 

PACSJs style; we believed in civility, compromise, profession-

alism and fairness. CEQA just lined up on our side with most 

projects, and we needed to present CEQA as a factor the op-

posing side needed to consider. 

When I became a judge, the Canons of Judicial Ethics did not 

permit me to remain actively involved in PACSJ, though I am 

still on their Advisory Board. The formation of PACSJ was a 

very exciting time.  It was great fun and I loved the spirit that 

surrounded the formation of PACSJ, as I still do today. I be-

lieve if it were not for Karita Hummer’s vision, PACSJ would 

not be the incredible organization it is today. And the lion’s 

share of credit goes to the many people who worked excep-

tionally hard to get PACSJ off the ground; as well as the many 

more who have worked exceptionally hard to maintain PACSJ 

as a relevant organization for all these years.   

-Paul Bernal 

[In 2010, Paul Bernal, one of our Advisory Board members, was asked to 

prepare a paper on PAC*SJ’s origin  for its 20th Anniversary celebration. 

This is an excerpt.] 

Left:  

Scheller 

House (1904) 

at San Jose 

State  

University, 

restored  

1999-2001. 

Below:  

Scheller 

House being 

moved slight-

ly before  

restoration. 
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On June 25th the San Jose Parks Foundation held a Summer 

Soiree fundraising event at the renovated, elegant Tea House 

in the Japanese Friendship Garden at Kelley Park. The even-

ing celebrated supporters of the Foundation and recognized 

some of the true heroes of the parks and trails. Larry Ames, 

who spearheaded the Friends of the Willow Glen Trestle, was 

one of three honorees (along with Steve Holmes and Linda 

Wilson) to receive commendations.  In addition, Larry re-

ceived the 2015 Velma Million Award, named after the City’s 

legendary resident, Velma Million who has advocated for 

parks for decades. This award recognizes dedication in the 

face of great odds. 

Larry Ames received three commendation certificates from 

the City of San Jose and Santa Clara County.   

The City of San Jose presented Larry with a commendation 

signed by Mayor Sam Liccardo, stating that: “Larry Ames and 

the qualities he exhibits are a rarity this day and age. Few peo-

ple are willing to stick with a cause that they believe in to 

such an extent; and through two years of perseverance, fund-

raising, document reading , and filing motions to save the his-

toric Willow Glen Trestle, Larry has proved his dedication to 

his community; and this unrelenting ability to stay on course 

and fight for what is right in the City of San Jose has not gone 

unnoticed.” Therefore the Mayor, along with his colleagues 

on the city council recognized and commended “Larry Ames   

A Bittersweet Irony 
for his resilience and tireless work ethic in saving the historic 

integrity of the City of San Jose.” 

A second award from the City of San Jose was also presented 

to Ames and signed by Mayor Liccardo and Councilmember 

Don Rocha, stating that: “Larry Ames founded Friends of the 

Willow Glen Trestle, and currently serves as a member of the 

Los Gatos Creek Streamside Park Committee; and Larry led 

the fight against the destruction of the Willow Glen Trestle, a 

Western Pacific trestle bridge hidden in the heart of San Jo-

se’s Willow Glen neighborhood along the Three Creeks Trail; 

and to save the historic structure Larry and Friends of the 

Willow Glen Trestle raised donations for an environmental 

attorney, sought grants for rehabilitation and maintenance, 

organized the community, and advocated for its preservation 

               (Cont’d p. 7) 

Larry Ames holding his commendation with Velma 

Million and San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo. 

Larry Ames honored at SJ Parks Foundation Event by  

Councilmembers Johnny Khamis and Don Rocha 
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Irony Cont’d)  

Therefore, District Three Supervisor Dave Cortese recog-

nized and commended “Larry Ames for his commitment to 

preservation of important historical pieces of Santa Clara 

County history.” 

What a bittersweet irony for Ames to receive all these prais-

es when at the same time, the City of San Jose, who earlier 

claimed the Trestle was not historic, is still fighting with the 

courts to demolish the Trestle. In the meantime, Ames is 

demonized by a Councilmember and blamed for other park 

project failures when the city is actually the culprit. If San 

Jose had been more transparent and forthcoming, listened 

to the public and been willing to compromise, all this legal 

hassle could have been avoided.            

              -Gayle Frank 

Source: WGTrestle.org 

in the local media; and although the Willow Glen Trestle 

could not be saved, Larry’s advocacy on behalf of the commu-

nity and tireless efforts to preserve that Trestle are extraordi-

nary and will not be forgotten.” Therefore, Mayor Liccardo 

and Councilmember Donald Rocha recognized and com-

mended “Larry Ames for his dedicated leadership and com-

mitment to preserving the historic Willow Glen Trestle.” 

A third commendation to Ames from the County was signed 

by Dave Cortese, President of the Santa Clara County Board 

of Supervisors, stating that: “Larry Ames has worked tireless-

ly to rally the community on the issue of preservation and 

restoration of the Willow Glen Trestle; and has shown a com-

mitment over thirty years of volunteer activism advocating 

for Parks, Trails and open space for the betterment of Santa 

Clara County residents.”  
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After the Superior Court ordered the City of San Jose to pre-

pare an EIR (Environmental Impact Report) concerning the 

Willow Glen Trestle in July, 2014, and the Historic Land-

marks Commission unanimously voted to recommend his-

toric recognition of the Trestle on May 6, 2015, the City 

Council of San Jose declined to grant historic recognition of 

the Trestle on May 19, 2015 and then quickly approved the 

EIR and the replacement prefab bridge. 

 

Here is an update on the saga of the Willow Glen Trestle. 

 

 June 15, 2015: City tells Santa Clara Superior Court 

they’ve completed the EIR and petitions for permission 

to demolish the trestle. 

 June 22, 2015: Judge Huber of Superior Court denies 

City’s request.  

 June 25, 2015: Mayor Liccardo honors Friends founder 

Larry Ames for his efforts “to save the historic Willow 

Glen Trestle”.  

 June 30, 2015: City petitions Appellate Court for permis-

sion to demolish the trestle, stating that, if demolition 

isn’t begun by July 15, 2015, it risks losing its funding 

and also will have to reapply for all the permits.  

 July 9, 2015: 6th Appellate Court summarily denies the 

City’s request.  

 

  July 21, 2015: City’s attorney notifies Friends of the WG 

Trestle’s attorney that the City doesn’t need court per-

mission and will begin demolition after 10 days. Friend’s 

attorney replies that that would be “contempt of court”. 

City’s attorney withdraws the “10-day notice”.  

 July 28, 2015: City’s attorney notifies Friend’s attorney 

that the matter will be taken to City Council at their 

Aug. 4th closed session. City’s attorney refused to rule 

out possibility of Council approving immediate demoli-

tion.  

 July 30, 2015: Friend’s attorney petitions the 6th Appel-

late Court “for an immediate stay, an order to show 

cause for contempt of court and sanctions, and other 

appropriate order or writ of prohibition,” stating that, 

“The appellant City is inexplicably pursuing demolition 

of the Willow Glen Trestle, prohibited by the Superior 

Court’s peremptory writ, without awaiting the resolu-

tion of this appeal or subsequent discharge of the writ.”  

 Aug. 4, 2015: statement from City lawyer’s filing to Ap-

pellate Court after the Council’s closed session: “the City 

does not plan to remove the trestle absent some kind of 

judicial action”, which implies that they will continue 

with the appeal.   
              

            -Larry Ames 
 

Willow Glen Trestle Update  

Photo: Larry Ames 

Left, Willow Glen 

Trestle photograph 

that won second prize 

in the  professional 

category of the 2015 

Visual San Jose His-

toric Photo Contest, 

organized  

by PAC*SJ. 

Photo was taken by 

James Watkins. 

The historic Trestle 

was a popular  

subject in the photo 

contest for both  

2014 and 2015.  
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ON   THE   RADAR 

 

PAC*SJ is Still Keeping An Eye On— 

  First Church of Christ, Scientist    

  Agnews Developmental Center  

       San Jose Mercury Building 

         Pellier Park  

Winchester Ranch  

Mobile Home Park 

 The future for the 16-acre Winchester 

Ranch Mobile Home Park does not look 

rosy.  It appears that the long-time occu-

pants, some since the 1970s, will be oust-

ed in an effort to replace the park with a hotel and residen-

tial homes by PulteGroup.  The primarily senior residents  

live on limited incomes and hoped to remain in the comfort-

able, affordable surroundings to the end of their days. They 

are also concerned that the closing of this mobile home park 

will set a precedent for the 58 other parks in San Jose.  

There may be a glimmer of hope that the 1986 city ordinance 

might be updated in time to preserve Winchester Ranch. On 

August 25, the San Jose City Council approved a 45-day 

emergency measure to stop mobile home park closures in 

order for the City’s Planning Commission to consider a six-

month moratorium., giving the city time to update the ordi-

nance. 

This site holds an interesting piece of history as discussed in 

an earlier Continuity article (winter, 2013). The Cali family 

purchased 30 acres from the Sarah Winchester’s estate in 

1926, four years after she died. Three trees on the grounds 

are known to have been planted by Sarah Winchester, one a  

 rare cork oak. Other treasures from the Winchester’s days  

include a brick incinerator, an outhouse, a water tower and 

two renovated gazebos. The Cali barn, built in the 1930s has 

been repurposed into an impressive community center with 

many historical displays and artifacts and an apartment 

above.   

Kelley House at Kelley Park 

The burned Kelley House near Happy Hollow, destroyed by 

fire several years ago, will be demolished after a second con-

tractor separates and shores up the solarium that is to be 

saved.  

The solarium will remain fenced off until there is a determi-

nation of how it will fit into of the Kelley Park Master Plan 

process. The first Kelley Park Master Plan stakeholder meet-

ing was held in August and a larger community meeting is 

scheduled for sometime in October. 

An opening has just been announced for the San Jose Histor-

ic Landmarks Commission. A job description and directions 

for applying can be seen at sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?

NID=1766.  

Two new commissioners, Anthony Raynsford and Rachel 

Grothe, were added to the San Jose Historic Landmarks 

Commission (HLC) earlier this year. They attended their first 

meeting on August 5. At that time Edward Saum was voted 

HLC Chair and Josh Marcotte was voted Vice Chair. Other 

commissioners are Max Schultz and Patricia Jones.  

Vacancy on the San Jose Historic Landmarks Commission 

At the August 5 meeting, the Historic Preservation Officer, 

Martina Davis, thanked outgoing Commissioners, Ramiro 

Torres and Marilyn Messina, for their service on the HLC.  

One of the first orders of business that evening was to unan-

imously recommend to the City Council that Steve and Lisa 

Berry’s house on McKendrie be approved as a city land-

mark. (See story on page 19 ) 
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Hotel St. Claire Loses Sign and Chandeliers   
The Hotel Sainte Claire, built in 1926 by T.S. Montgomery 

and designed by the eminent architectural firm, Weeks and 

Day, has undergone some changes since it officially became 

the Westin San Jose in July, 2015. The city landmark has lost 

its five chandeliers in the beautiful lobby and lounge, re-

placed with glass fixtures (see photo on page 12). In addition 

the sign above the entrance has been taken down and re-

placed with Westin San Jose. We wonder where the old 

letters are now? It’s a shame it couldn’t be named the Westin 

Sainte Claire. 

At least we can be grateful that the side neon sign remains 

and the large roof sign is still there, though it is topped with 

another Westin sign. Let’s hope other historical features of 

the hotel are not scrapped or altered beyond recognition. 

            (more photos on page 11) 

 Right, the side 

neon sign stays. 
 

Top left,  

entrance sign  

in 1944.  
 

Center left, the  

entrance a few 

years ago. 
  

Bottom left, the 

entrance sign now. 

 

Lower right, the 

roof sign today. 

Non-

vintage 

photos: 

Gayle 

Frank 
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Top left, in lounge and  

lobby, one of the previous  

chandeliers. We were told 

the five chandeliers were 

installed in the 1980s. 

 

Top right, replacement 

glass chandelier. 

 

Left, previous small  

lighting fixture along  

left corridor by Il Fornaio. 

 

Right, present fixture in 

same left corridor.  

(Photos [except left photo] & text: 

Gayle Frank) 

Hotel St. Claire Loses Chandeliers (Cont’d)  
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In Memoriam  

Ellen Garboske 

Commercial Historic District, 

San Pedro Square, Japantown, 

Naglee Park and St. James 

Square, as well as membership 

picnics at New Almaden, the 

Picchetti Winery, and the 

South Bay Yacht Club in Alvi-

so.  

 
In 2000, Ellen’s skills were 

again called into action to plan 

PAC*SJ*s 10th anniversary 

with a gala in the historic 

Bank of America building. 

This event was so successful 

that it became an annual event 

in subsequent years. She was 

the backbone of the PAC*SJ 

annual garage sales with her 

pricing, cashiering and 

schmoozing skills. She also 

served as a Commissioner on 

the Santa Clara County His-

torical Heritage Commission.  

 
Ellen said back in 2004 that, “Over the years, our group has 

gained the respect, if not always the agreement, of city offi-

cials and developers. It's still an uphill battle sometimes, but 

there is much more cooperation than existed in our early 

years.” She enjoyed participating in PAC*SJ’s neighborhood 

educational programs to explain the importance of preserv-

ing our historic structures saying, “Our history is what gives 

a city roots. It attracts visitors, and has been proven time and 

time again to be good for business.” All this is still so true 

today. 
 

Ellen remained on the PAC*SJ Board of Directors through 

two and a half decades and has the honor of being the long-

est serving board member in PAC*SJ’s history. She was an 

excellent source of information about past challenges to save 

our historic resources. Every year she helped with our events 

and our yard/salvage sales.  
 

We will all miss her wit, smile, dedication and passion for 

historic preservation.   

Ellen Garboske, who was well 

known throughout the preser-

vation community, passed 

away on June 25, 2015. She 

was chosen as the PAC*SJ 

Preservation Heroine in 2004, 

an honor confirming excep-

tional courage and commit-

ment to historic preservation.  

 

Ellen was a native Californian, 

though she lived in many 

states with her husband, John, 

and their son. In 1975, her fam-

ily came to San Jose, beginning 

a long term relationship with 

our heritage. As a volunteer 

for the San Jose Historical Mu-

seum, she chaired several com-

mittees that developed walk-

ing tours of downtown San 

Jose, documented the need for 

an archival facility and coordi-

nated hundreds of volunteers. 

Ellen’s leadership and 

knowledge of preservation were recognized in 1989, when 

she was appointed to the San José Historic Landmarks Com-

mission. She joined PAC*SJ shortly after its formation in 

1990, impressed by the organization’s passion for San Jose 

and its first projects, the Scheller House, the Courthouse, Riv-

er Street and the First Church of Christ Scientist.  

 

As President of PAC*SJ in 1994-1996, Ellen began “three 

years of the most harrowing, yet rewarding years of my life!” 

In 1994, she signed the documents commencing litigation to 

preserve the Jose Theatre and Montgomery Hotel. Both 

buildings were preserved and rehabilitated due to her lead-

ership and the large community support for both buildings. 

In 1996, San Jose hosted the statewide California Preservation 

Foundation Conference, which required coordinating facili-

ties, tours and marketing. In 1996, she also co-authored Re-

flections of the Past, a history of San Jose.  

 

Ellen didn’t rest after her presidential successes. She helped 

organize open house/walking tours of San Jose’s Downtown 

February 21, 1933—June 25, 2015   
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PAC*SJ Says Goodbye to Preservation Heroine  

   

  

Over 50 friends and relatives joined the Preservation Action 

Council Board in celebrating the life of long-time Board mem-

ber Ellen Garboske at President Andre Luthard's home on 

August 30th. Ellen's husband John, their son Ray and his wife 

Angel were among the guests who joined those traveling as 

far as Las Vegas, Nevada to remember the kind, gentle, feisty, 

party-loving Ellen.  

 

Many thanks to Andre and his son, Markus, for allowing us to 

use their charming backyard for the BBQ, members Jane 

Guinther and Gilda Messmer for organizing the  food, and 

Tricia Hill for the floral arrangements. Many stories were told 

of Ellen's love of costumes, her adventurous spirit, her role in 

preserving the Montgomery Hotel and Jose Theatre, her many 

contributions to the PAC*SJ newsletter, CONTINUITY, her 

development of walking tours in downtown San Jose, and of 

course, her devotion to her family.   

(Photos: 

Patt 

Curia) 



Continuity, Fall 2015               www.preservation.org Page 14 

 

 



Continuity, Fall 2015                   www.preservation.org Page 15 

 

 

Continuity is distributed to over 500 San Jose preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 

 Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

        
    
    
    
    

PAC*SJ 2015 Calendar 

Fall PAC*SJ Members-only Event—9/16/15 
 

The next PAC*SJ members-only event will take place on Wednesday night, September 16th. We 

will meet at Stonelight Tile, 609 S. First Street at 6:30 pm. Stonelight is the successor to S&S Tile, who 

contributed so much to San Jose’s architectural history.  

(For more information on Stonelight visit stonelighttile.com.)  
 

David Anson, the owner, will show old tile, patterns, and documents from S&S Tile and talk about processes. 

We’ll also see modern tile designs and hear from the chief designer. There will be the option to glaze a small 

tile that will be available for pickup later. Groups may go upstairs to see an art piece  

made with nonrectangular tiles.  
 

Space was limited, so this event is sold out! If you are interested contact us at sharon@ preservation.org with the  

subject 'Tile Tour' and if there are enough people interested we will schedule a second tour in the future. 

Nov   16     Monday, PAC*SJ Annual Meeting & Board Meeting, 6:30—8 pm.   

       History San Jose, Pasetta House. All members are welcome. 

Oct   19     Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Sept   21     Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Oct  22   PAC*SJ 25th Anniversary Celebration; San Jose Woman’s Club, 75 S. 11th St.  

      6:30 pm—9:30 pm. See page 14 for more details. 

Sept  16    Wednesday, PAC*SJ Fall Members-Only Event. Tour of Stonelight Tile at 609 S. First  

      Street at 6:30 pm. Space is limited. See below for more details. 

Oct   24   PAC*SJ Walking Tour of San Jose Neon; 4:00 pm. See page 17. 

Sept.  19   Saturday, Willow Glen Founders’ Day. PAC*SJ will  be narrating cable car rides through 

      historic areas. Five  30 minute tours will run in the afternoon. See page 18. 

So
ld O

ut!! 
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PAC*SJ’s Summer 2015 Rummage and Salvage Sale  
Earns $9000 for local historic preservation education  

Thanks to the generosity of Naglee Park neighbors and 

PAC*SJ members as well as strangers looking for a trusted 

organization to gift their family heirlooms, this sale was the 

largest in donations and revenue ever. Rocking chairs, Victo-

rian vanities, mid-century dressers, printer’s type font trays, 

collectible kitchen gear, dolls, hats, wine storage racks from a 

bar, dining room sets, weight training equipment, and 

housewares, were sold from the 13th Street sale site over the 

August 16th weekend.  

We are grateful to the Salas, Wangsness-Liesenfelt, Mason, 

and Curia families for storing and displaying the sales items 

on their front yards during the sale. Special call out to Joan 

Bohnett who staffed the cashier table three days as well as 

priced merchandise for two weeks before the sale. The loss of 

my assistant, fellow Board member Ellen Garboske, was 

strongly felt but Joan stepped in to the breach.  

The usual suspects and several new volunteers assisted in 

sales and merchandising: Art and Sylvia Carroll, Brian Gray-

son, Joan Bohnett,  Andre Luthard, Rose Vandermelon, Diane 

Pool, Sandy Swirsky, Darryl Boyd, Judy Stabile, George West 

Jr., Betty Sleeth, Cheryl Downing, 

Pat Colombe,  James Williams, 

Lynda Sereno, Sharon McCauley, 

Renee Coca, Jim Norvell, Ted Essy, 

Sheik Ali, Tom Aldridge, Leslie 

Masunaga, Bev Blockie, Alice Gosak 

Gary, John Mitchell, Lisa 

Wangsness,  April and Hans Hal-

berstadt, Heather David,  Aimee 

Walsh, Dennis Cunningham, Dev 

Rendler, Ron Hagen, Heinz 

Boedecker,  Jane and Dave 

Guinther, Gilda and John Messmer, 

Sally Beste and granddaughter Ev-

vie, Michael Galetta, Winni Leeds 

and Jeff Baldwin, Sandra Soellner, 

Joe Baronessa, Joe Golda , Patti Phil-

lips, Mary Lou Mason, Shannah 

Miller, the Nemmers, and those who 

pitched in while shopping.  

And lastly, I want to acknowledge the residents of the 200 

block of South 13th Street who had a first hand view of four 

days of the treasures, trash and  traffic. PAC*SJ truly appreci-

ates the opportunity to host this community event that pro-

vides a recycling outlet for unneeded items and building sal-

vage. The remaining items were donated to local public li-

braries, Saver’s/Hope Services, the City of San Jose’s animal 

shelter, 13th Street Cats, various schools through local teach-

ers invited to pick through Saturday’s remainders, Project 90  

and a woman’s Gathering Place, both of which clothe home-

less or transitional women.  

A tentative date for the Spring 2016 sale is late March. We ask 

donors to save items until then. However, if you are moving 

or holding an estate sale, please contact PAC*SJ at  

donations@preservation.org. Donations in between sales are 

sold on Craigslist and searched by simply by typing 

“Preservation Action” into the search slot of the San Francis-

co Bay Area site. Happy Hunting! 

 

        -Patt Curia, Vice President of Fund Raising 

 

mailto:donations@preservation.org
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PAC*SJ Walking Tours—2015 
There is one PAC*SJ walking tour left in 2015. As in the 

past, we’ll be charging only $10 per tour for members and 

$15 for non-members unless you purchased a tour pack-

age.   

 San Jose Neon, October 24th at 4 pm 

Join a late afternoon walk to view the Neon Signs on and 

near West San Carlos Street.  This will be a three mile walk 

finishing at a location that is a bus ride or long walk away 

from the starting point.  We'll meet in North Willow Glen 

at 4:00 pm and finish near W. San Carlos  Street and I-880.  

Bring your cameras! 

For tickets visit preservation.org. 

 Aug. 18 Alviso Walking Tour Photos 

Aug. 18 Alviso Walking Tour Photos 

Top right photo: Leader Darryl Boyd and participants at 

the Marina. Center photo: the dilapidated former Laine’s 

Grocery Store. Below that, a photo by Gerald Hawkins, of 

the same store in 1981. The building on Elizabeth St. was 

originally Tilden’s General Store, opened by Mrs. Susan 

Tilden in 1883. Five years later she built the finest house  

in Alviso right next door.  
 

Below, walking tour participants hear stories about  

the South Bay Yacht Club. 
 

(Present day photos: Sharon McCauley and Cici Green) 
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For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the 

customer’s selected charitable organization.  Here’s how it 

works: Go to our web page at preservation.org and click the 

Amazon link. Select your items and complete your  

purchases as you normally would.  
 

Thanks for your support! 

AmazonSmile benefits PAC*SJ  

  

Milpitas Library  
Photo Exhibition 

 

Library auditorium, 

160 N. Main St, Milpitas 

M-W 1-9,  Th-Sat 10-6,  Sun 12-6 
  

Sept. 2 through Nov. 14th 
 

Gabriel Ibarra Photographer 
 

 

Our Agricultural Heritage 
 

“The Valley of Heart’s Delight” 
Sept 2-Nov 14th.  

 

 

gubbypix@yahoo.com 

http://Gubbypix.tripod.com/ 

History San Jose 
Presents 

The Wireless Age:  
Electronic Entrepreneurs  

Before Silicon Valley 
 

Exhibit includes selections 

from the Perham Collec-

tion of Early Electronics    

 

Arbuckle Gallery, Pacific Hotel, 

History Park; 11 am-4:30 pm 

Tuesdays through Sundays 

 

Sept. 6, 2015  - July 31, 2016 

 
For more information call 408.287.2290  

Water-cooled microphone invented by Charles Herrrold,  c. 1917 

On Saturday September 19th, Willow Glen will 

be celebrating its Founders’ Day. PAC*SJ will 

participate by narrating cable car rides through 

the historic areas.   

 

Cable car tour rides are $20 for adults and $10 

for children under age 12 (plus online Event-

brite fee).  Ride times will occur after the 

Founders' Day Parade at: 12:15 pm, 1:00 pm, 

1:45 pm, 2:30 pm, and 3:15 pm.  Rides are ex-

pected to be approximately 30 minutes long.  

 

Visit http://www.willowglen.org/founders_day 

for more information or to purchase tickets.    

 

Willow Glen  

Founders’ Day  

Pictured right, 

 

To Report Vacant Building  Problems 
 

If you notice a vacant building accessed by vandals 

or  homeless persons or other alleged violations,  

report at:  

https://secure.sanjoseca.gov/codeEnforcement/ 

mailto:gubbypix@yahoo.com
http://Gubbypix.tripod.com/
http://www.willowglen.org/founders_day
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 San Jose’s Newest City Landmark 
As of September 1st, San Jose’s newest city landmark (HL15-

217) is the Gross/Low house at 1156 McKendrie Street in San 

Jose. Congratulations to the owners, Steven and Lisa Berry! 

The Dutch Colonial Revival house, a style rather uncommon 

for San Jose, was designed by well-known early 20th century 

architect, William E. Higgins (1871-1936). The house was 

commissioned by Frederick and Stella Gross for their son, 

Wilmar and future daughter-in law Dorothy Davy as a wed-

ding present in 1916 after both graduated from Stanford. 

Frederick Gross owned and operated F. W. Gross & Son, a 

department store once located at 50 S. First Street.  

In 1917 Wilmer Gross enlisted in the Army and since he was 

transferred to San Diego,  Dorothy followed. The McKendrie 

house was rented to David and Emily Low. Sadly, 23 year old 

Wilmer died of influenza in 1918 while serving in France dur-

ing WWI. Dorothy moved in with her parents, supported the 

war effort in San Jose and then in 1921, along with 350 other 

women, joined Anne Morgan’s American Committee for Dev-

astated France to help restore the war-ravaged country.   

The Lows purchased the McKendrie home from Dorothy 

Gross in 1921.  David Low co-founded the well-respected 

Pratt-Low Preserving Company that was one of the largest 

employers in Santa Clara County. The Lows sold the house 

to the Gattucios in 1927. By 1946 the Holmans purchased the 

house; the family and heirs lived there until about the 1970s.  

In 1966, Wilmer’s mother passed and left the Stella B. Gross 

Charitable Trust that still funds numerous local charities to 

this day. 

Because The Alameda was becoming more commercial and 

property values were rising, the house was moved from the 

NE corner of The Alameda and W. Hedding to the present 

location in May of 1957. At that time a garage was added to 

the rear of the McKendrie lot. In 2002, an addition to the rear 

of the house expanded the kitchen and a bedroom on the first 

and second floors of the west wing, adding 263 square feet to 

the house. The sleeping porch on the east wing was enclosed. 

The stately home has a gambrel shake roof with three dor-

mers. (A gambrel roof is usually a symmetrical two-sided 

roof with two slopes on each side, the upper shallow slope 

with a deeper, lower slope.) The elaborate front porch, locat-

ed centrally, has a pitched roof supported by extended eaves 

and six classical columns. The entrance has double doors, 

each with 18 panes of glass and flanked by screened side 

doors. The base of the house, from the ground to first floor 

windows, is brick, which 

was added over the original 

stucco in 1957. 

Many of the original features 

of the house are intact in-

cluding the original oak 

floors and staircase, curved 

bannister, window seat on 

the stair landing, high base-

boards, built-in cabinetry in 

the living room and dining 

room, many original lighting 

fixtures, and a wood mantel 

with pilasters.   
 

    -Gayle Frank 
 

Source (including photo): DPR 

523A Primary Record, F. Maggi & 

K. Van Laan, Archives & Architec-

ture, LLC, San Jose. 3/12/2015.  

 

San Jose City Landmark #HL15-217 on McKendrie Street 
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New State Historic Preservation Officer Named  
On June 12, 2015, Governor Brown ap-

pointed Julianne Polanco to the position 

of State Historic Preservation Officer. Ms. 

Polanco's term of service became effec-

tive July 6, 2015. 

Julianne Polanco has served as a commis-

sioner on the California State Historical 

Resources Commission since 2005 (for 

the last three years as Chair), and as Di-

rector of Cultural Resources for Lend 

Lease since 2006. She was Senior Preser-

vation Specialist at the Presidio Trust 

from 1999 to 2006, and Assistant to the 

Vice President for programs at the World 

Monuments Fund from 1998 to 1999. Her 

professional work has also included serving as Advisor to the 

Chairman of California Integrated Waste Management Board, 

Special Assistant to the Secretary of the California Environ-

mental Protection Agency, Trustee Emeritus of the California 

Preservation Foundation, member of the Board of Directors 

of San Francisco Architectural Heritage, and a member of the 

National Trust for Historic Preservation.  

 The State Historic Preservation Officer 

(SHPO) is responsible for the operation and 

management of the Office of Historic 

Preservation, as well as long range preser-

vation planning. The Governor appoints the 

SHPO, in consultation with the State His-

torical Resources Commission and the Di-

rector of the Department of Parks and Rec-

reation.  

 

The SHPO assists the Commission in ac-

complishing its goals and duties by devel-

oping and administering a program of pub-

lic information, education, training, and 

technical assistance. The SHPO also serves 

as Executive Secretary to the Commission 

and is responsible for developing an admin-

istrative framework for the Commission and 

implementing the Commission's preservation programs and 

priorities. 

Farewell to Carol Roland-Nawi who retired as SHPO and 

spent more than three decades of distinguished service in the 

field of historic preservation. 

   

Source: http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21755 

 

Julianne Polanco, Calif. SHPO 

Notable Quotables 

“By our activities we hope to contribute to San Jose’s consciousness about  

preservation and design, and help nurture an important sense of place in our city.”  

 

           - Karita Hummer, 1990 PAC*SJ President, Continuity, October, 1990, Vol. 1, No. 1 

Notable Quotables 

“Do you feel sick every time you see a really beautiful home or building torn down?  

You can get rid of that sick feeling! Join Preservation Action Council of San Jose  

in its efforts to make San Jose a place to be proud of.”    

            - from a 1991 PAC*SJ membership application form  
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Exploring San Jose City Landmarks  

HL92-64; Fountain Alley Building,  

27-29 Fountain Alley 
 

The Fountain Alley Building was constructed 

in 1889 by architect and builder, J. O. McKee. 

The upper floors were originally used for resi-

dential use. The first floor held the J. L. Chargin 

restaurant from 1925 until 1935. The three story 

brick building was built on the first site of the 

Pioneer Carriage Manufactory that was estab-

lished by John Balbach, carriage maker Clark 

Crydenwise and blacksmith William Petry.  

The building was listed on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places in 1982. By 1983 it was 

included in the Downtown Commercial Histor-

ic District and placed on the California Register 

of Historical Resources. In 1992 the building 

was designated a San Jose City Landmark. 

In 2008, the City of San Jose and the San Jose 

Redevelopment Agency (now defunct) celebrat-

ed the completed restoration project and the 

new brick walkway along the corridor between 

             (Cont’d p. 22) 

 

Here is the next San Jose Landmark from the 

City list. Check previous Continuity issues for 

earlier landmark descriptions at 

www.preservation.org.  

Top, detail of upper story and  

vintage Firato Ravioli sign. 

Middle: interior hallway with 

original brick work and metal 

door. 

Bottom: View on East Santa Clara 

Street between First and Second 

Streets.         
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First and Second Streets. After being vacant for years, the 

Fountain Alley Building now holds about 9,000 square feet of 

retail space at street level and nearly 11,000 square feet of 

office space upstairs.     

Fountain Alley was originally called Archer Alley since attor-

ney Lawrence Archer lived at the Second Street end of the al-

ley.  In 1854, William Campbell drilled an artesian well at First 

and Santa Clara Streets but water from the well flooded the 

area so a ditch was dug for drainage. Consequently, the alley 

was renamed Fountain Alley. Frank Lightson (1821-1886) 

deeded the property along Fountain Alley to the City of San 

Jose in 1855. Lightson owned a large amount of property in 

the city, operated one of San Jose Pueblo’s first general stores, 

became the city’s first treasurer, served on the city council and 

finally became a deputy sheriff.   

                      

Sources: Signposts Revisited, Pat Loomis, 2009 

Mixed-Use Project-Century Center Expansion, Appendix IV, p. 32 

Top: Fountain Alley Building view from Fountain Alley.

  

Above: Interior hallway with original brick, and narrow 

metal doors as window coverings. 

 

Right: Fountain Alley brick walkway from Second Street 

with Bank of America Building in background. 

(Photos & Text: Gayle Frank) 

   

City Landmarks (Cont’d)  
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PAC*SJ Membership Application   

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ ___ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Members who do not provide email addresses cannot receive timely 

 notices of news, announcements and events. PAC*SJ will not   

   release your contact details to others without your consent.   

 

New Member________  Renewing Member_______

 Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

   

   

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special 

premium, Signposts Revisited, by Pat Loomis or the 

PAC*SJ’s 20th Anniversary DVD  

produced by Bill Foley   

Please check if you would like to receive  

a book or DVD   

Signposts Revisited   or  DVD          

or  both at the $250 level. 

I am enclosing $___________ as an extra donation to   

 

     PAC*SJ for a total amount of $ ___________    

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership    Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 
   

Complete and return with your check to:  

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105         info@preservation.org                                                                          
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San Jose’s architectural 

heritage through education, advocacy and 

events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good for 

our quality of life, good for business, and good 

for the environment. We aim to integrate a 

strong commitment to historic preservation into 

the land use and development decisions of the 

City of San Jose that affect historic resources, as 

well as into the private decisions of property 

owners and developers. We try to bring owners 

and developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

PAC*SJ 2015 Board    

 Staff: Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 384 

SAN JOSE, CA 

André Luthard, President 

Patt Curia, Vice President—Fundraising 

Gayle Frank, Vice President—Advocacy 

Darryl Boyd, Treasurer 

Julia Howlett,  Secretary & Webmaster 

Sylvia Carroll 

Pat Colombe 

 

Advisory Board 

Shanna Desai 

Hugh Graham 

Scott Lane 

Josh Marcotte 

Sharon McCauley 

John Mitchell 

 

 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Ken Fowler, CPA 

April Halberstadt 

Alan Hess 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Keith Watt 

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 
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Like Us On Facebook! 

  Join or Renew Today! 


