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 A Tool for Historic Documentation—

Laser Scanning  By Brian Miller 

Laser scanning technology allows users to 

digitally document a building, object(s) or 

an environment in three dimensions with 

millimeter accuracy. Today’s scanners can 

collect up to 1,000,000 data points per sec-

ond, creating precise point cloud models 

that can be used for analysis, construction, 

design, reverse engineering and myriad 

other applications. 

Over the past decade, we have witnessed a 

renaissance in the worldwide historic 

preservation movement. Spurred by the         

development of new technologies and the 

increase of environmental and human 

impact on cultural heritage sites, major 

preservation and documentation projects 

are underway on six of the world’s seven 

continents. This is the inspiration behind 

the effort to document the architecture 

and cultural heritage of Silicon Valley.  

Silicon Valley is home to most of the 

world’s leading technology pioneers, in-

cluding the rapidly emerging fields of 

augmented and virtual reality. (Cont’d p. 4) 

An interior still image from the Youtube laser scan of First Church  

of Christ Scientist in the St. James Park Historic District. 
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 Executive Director’s Message 
There have been no 

lazy days of summer 

for us as we have had 

a full calendar of 

events and activi-

ties—from Walking 

Tours to a Night in 

Old Havana to cele-

brating two 100-year-

old homes, we have 

been busy on behalf 

of historic preserva-

tion. 

 

Our series of Walking 

Tours featured more 

of our historic neigh-

borhoods under the leadership of Sharon McCauley. 

Thanks also to Darryl Boyd for leading one of the tours 

and to André Luthard who will be leading the final sum-

mer tour through Little Italy on September 10. 

 

Our Night in Old Havana was presented in conjunction 

with our friends at the San Jose Woman’s Club. Our thanks 

to architectural writer, John Pastier, for sharing his experi-

ences and expertise about the historic structures he saw 

during his visits to Cuba. 

 

Of course the summer would not be complete without one 

of our near legendary Garage Sales under the guidance of 

Patt Curia. This summer was no different as we had anoth-

er successful sale of unique items. Thanks to all of the vol-

unteers and our many shoppers who found great bargains 

while benefitting PAC*SJ in the process. 

 

In addition to events and educational activities we contin-

ue our advocacy efforts all during the year. As more and 

more development proposals continue to be filed with the 

City the potential threat to our historic resources increases. 

We continue to work closely with the City’s Department of 

Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement in an effort to 

protect what is left of our historic inventory. We also meet 

with developers to discuss pending proposals and attempt 

to find common ground that allows development to move 

forward but also integrates historic structures into their 

proposal. 

 

 

 

Brian Grayson in  front of  

First Church on St. James St. 
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 

We are currently watching potential projects on Lincoln 

Avenue, several in the downtown area, as well as possi-

ble proposals that could impact historic structures in oth-

er parts of the city. 

 

The future of Century 21 Theater is still a matter for dis-

cussion. The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 

was recently circulated for public comment. Once the 

responses to those comments are completed the DEIR 

will go to the Planning Commission for certification. The 

Planning Commission hearing is tentatively scheduled 

for September 14.  

 

If the Planning Commission certifies the DEIR then there 

is an opportunity for appeal. Whether or not there is an 

appeal will determine the rest of the timeline. Once the 

entire process is completed there will be a better oppor-

tunity to more fully discuss the restoration and reuse of 

the theater building and the Flames/Bob’s Big Boy  

Restaurant building. Representatives of Federal Realty 

attended our August Board meeting to have a conversa-

tion about their current proposal. 

 

One of our ongoing efforts is to have the City update its 

out-of-date Historic Resources Inventory. The  

Inventory acts as a guide for the historic community and 

the development community to help determine appro-

priate sites for development. The Inventory lets everyone 

know if a location has a historic structure on site or not. 

The problem is there are many likely historic structures 

that are not on the Inventory but should be. Without con-

ducting a new survey of the city, these structures remain 

unlisted and in danger of being lost. 

 

The Planning Department has been supportive of this 

effort but each year its budget request to conduct surveys 

fails to move forward. We will keep trying until we are 

successful in achieving an updated Historic  

Resources Inventory. 

 

We believe our work helps make San Jose a better place 

in which to live but it is also good to step back and  

appreciate what else is also important. We were struck 

by that earlier this summer with the loss of our friend 

and former Boardmember, Helen Stevens. 
                  (Cont’d p. 3) 
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E.D. Message (Cont’d) 
Our historic structures are vital to the fabric of what makes our 

community what it is but so are the people we work with. Helen 

brought a dedication to the cause of historic preservation and to 

PAC*SJ. She served as Membership chair, Boardmember, and 

also on the Executive Board. Helen volunteered numerous times 

to work on our many events and she often was a sponsor of 

those events as well.  

 

We will always remember Helen’s friendliness and her Southern 

charm. Although she was a longtime San Josean she was a proud 

Kentuckian. We will miss her and we extend our sympathies to 

her family.   
        

        -Brian Grayson,  

         Executive Director, PAC*SJ 

The Hayes sons and their families lived in the mansion until 

the 1950s. The site, at 200 Edenvale Avenue, had its own post 

office, railroad station, power plant, chapel and ranch-hand 

lodgings. 

 

Today the complex has 214 rooms, multiple conference 

rooms, a restaurant and bar, a pool and spa, and includes 

beautiful grounds that make up a city park that the city will 

still own. The site is listed on the National Register of  

Historic Places and is a city and state landmark.   

Hayes Mansion to be Sold  
The Hayes Mansion, pictured below, in Edenvale is slated to 

be sold. The sale of the 1905 Mediterranean Revival Hayes 

Mansion Hotel and Conference Center will allow San Jose to 

finally pay off the debt incurred from the extensive restora-

tion and additions that took place during the 1990s through 

the early 2000s. The city of San Jose purchased the site in 

1984. Ultimately, the upgraded facility had 210 additional 

guest suites, 133,000 square feet more meeting space and an 

underground garage.  

 
The buyer of the mansion and con-

ference center, Asha Companies, 

owns many hotels in North Dakota, 

Montana, Wyoming and Texas and 

has extensive experience operating 

and maintaining resort facilities. 

Asha is based in Washington D.C. 

 
Originally, the 41,000 square foot 

Hayes Mansion had 64 rooms that 

the Hayes families occupied. Mary 

Hayes Chynoweth commissioned 

architect George Page to design the 

mansion, but died the year it was 

completed, in 1905. The Hayes sons, 

Everis and Jay, were involved in the 

fruit industry, politics and pub-

lished the San Jose Mercury-Herald.  

 

Hayes Mansion Hotel and Conference Center, 200 Edenvale Avenue. 
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Laser (Cont’d) 
technology will be focused on this relatively small region        

of the world. It is impossible to discuss the emergence of 

silicon wafers, computer technology, space exploration, 

medical advances, social media, coding, virtual reality or a 

host of other impactful technological advances without dis-

cussing the communities, companies and people of Silicon 

Valley. We are poised to tell our story in ways people have 

never imagined; to see and “visit” our environment the way 

we experience it.             

Our plan is to document both the historic and iconic build-

ings and locations the way we currently experience them. 

Historic buildings like the Luis Peralta Adobe (cir.1791) in 

downtown San Jose, alongside iconic buildings like Adobe 

Systems (cir.1996), also in downtown San Jose, will provide 

future researchers and students with a realistic view of the 

environment and people that developed and fostered these 

technological advances. Over the past four years, we have 

documented several historic locations and are poised to ex-

pand our project to meet our goal of creating a five year 

“snapshot” in time; a 3D representation of what Silicon Val-

ley looked like between 2016 and 2021. 

Current projects include the digital documentation of the 

Historic San Jose Woman’s Club, History Park in San Jose, 

NVIDIA World Headquarters in Santa Clara,  Intel World 

Headquarters, St. James Park Historic District in   (Cont’d p. 5) 

While many of the technologies that have changed the 

way human beings experience and interact with their envi-

ronment have been developed here, our local community has 

not fully experienced or embraced the tremendous ad-

vantages these technologies have to offer. 

The Silicon Valley 22nd Century Museum project represents a 

paradigm shift in the historic preservation movement. Hu-

man beings have been documenting their lives and their envi-

ronment since recorded time. From drawings and writing on 

cave walls, to the blueprints of buildings and structures 

written on parchment, to modern AutoCAD renderings, hu-

man beings have always attempted to provide a glimpse of 

the world they live(d) in through two dimensional render-

ings. For the first time in human history, we are able to docu-

ment our environment in the way we experience it; in three 

dimensions. Today, we see these efforts underway in ancient 

cities like Pompeii, Rome and in countries like Israel, China 

and India. What unites these projects is the quest for 

knowledge; the need to unlock secrets about how these civili-

zations existed, how their people lived, worked and played. 

Our project, the Silicon Valley 22nd Century Museum, ap-

proaches this field of endeavor in a uniquely Silicon Valley 

way. We are documenting our environment in 3D for future 

educators, engineers, students and scholars. In 50 to 100 years 

from now, researchers who are studying the evolution of      

This image of 

the Kelley Mansion 

(Kelley Park) is a 

scan of the fire dam-

aged North and 

West side of the 

house matched with 

a photo of the un-

damaged West and 

South side of the 

house for an inter-

esting contrast. The 

structure burned in 

2012 and all but the  

solarium is now  

demolished. 
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the heart of downtown San Jose, as well as a host of oth-

er historic, iconic Silicon Valley homes and businesses.  

Besides the educational and historic significance of the 

project, what benefits are there to expanding these 

efforts? For one, the impact of the technology on the 

fields of tourism and business outreach has tremendous 

possibilities. Worldwide, tourism represents a $7 trillion 

dollar industry. Locally, tourism brings over $1 billion 

dollars to the Bay Area economy. Providing a glimpse of 

Silicon Valley’s cultural heritage to people from all over 

the world opens the door to new innovative ways peo-

ple share information, history and lifestyles. 

Secondly, this project provides an ideal platform to dis-

play and experience innovative new technologies that 

will change the way we interact with each other and our 

environment. These technologies are being developed 

right here in our community. 

Lastly, we are engaging the next generation of Silicon 

Valley engineers, innovators and scholars in the estab-

lishment of this one of a kind project. Over the past four 

years, students from 10th grade through graduate school 

have participated in our summer technology camps at 

History Park. These students have actively participated 

in laser scanning historic buildings and artifacts to pro-

vide digital records for future generations of archeolo-

gists and researchers. 

We are very proud of the strides we’ve made so far, 

however there is a lot more work to be done. 

Laser (Cont’d) 

Image of the FARO Focus Scanner  

For samples of our work in progress and to keep up 

with our new projects, visit us online at: 

www.virtualdesignanalysissiliconvalley.blogspot.com.  

Visit and “LIKE” us on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/the22nd centurymuseum/?ref=br_tf.  
                   

 

To watch 3D scans of the interior/exterior of the Kelley House 

and the First Church of Christ Scientist at St. James Park, go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7hlnBOF2kw (Kelley 

House) and for First Church go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePMhLPASu4I     

San Jose’s Brian Miller, founder of PointZ Taken, hopes to  

document as much of San Jose as possible and focuses on historic 

preservation and landmarks using laser scanning. 

Below, a cross-section of a laser scan of the  

Pasetta house at History Park, San Jose. 

http://www.virtualdesignanalysissiliconvalley.blogspot.com
https://www.facebook.com/the22ndcenturymuseum/?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/the22ndcenturymuseum/?ref=br_tf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7hlnBOF2kw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePMhLPASu4I%20%20%20%20%20%20%0d%0dLaser
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The Sylvester Graves House    
An historic, two-story house from 1868 sits 

surrounded by apartment buildings in west 

San Jose off of Saratoga Road near Doyle.  

Hidden behind concrete walls, one can just 

barely see over the top, through the trees 

and shrubbery, the lonely structure from the 

past.  

There is little information on this handsome 

house from the 19th century except that it 

and the farm were included in the Historical 

Atlas Map of Santa Clara County by Thomp-

son & West, 1876 (see page 7). 

Sylvester Graves, born in 1831 in Tennessee, 

was raised in Missouri and settled in Santa 

Clara Valley by 1853. He joined his elder 

brother, Jacob, who came to California in 

1849. The brothers purchased 200 acres in 

the Moreland District that bordered on 

Campbell Creek. After working the land, 

they purchased 190 more acres in 1862, and 

soon divided the property. Sylvester Graves 

successfully farmed his three parcels of land   

pictured in the map to the right.                                         
          (Cont’d p. 7) 

Sylvester Graves  

(Photo: Pen Pictures From The Garden of the World) 

Sylvester Graves House at 4146 Mitzi Drive off Saratoga Road. 

1880 Map of Sylvester Graves farmland from Brainard Agricultural Atlas. 

Photo: Gayle Frank 
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Source: Pen Pictures From The Garden of the World or Santa Clara County, California, Illustrated.  Edited by H. S. Foote, 1888.   

The 1880 Santa Clara County Brainard Agricultural Atlas 

states that Sylvester Graves had “334 acres in 3 places, 34 

west side of Saratoga Ave, 300 acres on east side, divided in 

two parcels of 110 and 190 acres by Williams Road…”  He 

planted the following trees: “approximately 850 French 

prunes, 375 apricots, 275 peaches, 200 silver prunes, 25 pears, 

30 cherries, and one acre of vines, all 2-5 years old.  The 190 

acres has a family orchard and 400 vines, and is devoted to 

stock and grain, as also is the 110 acres.” 

Graves’ stately house was constructed in 1868 at a cost of 

$6000 with some of the labor done by himself. The house was 

surrounded by beautiful landscaping with a shaded 300 foot- 

long driveway.       

Graves married Miss Kate Toney from Iowa in 1868. Seven of 

their ten children survived: Ernest, Walter, Clara, Jesse, Ivy, 

Nettie, and Beulah. 

 

Graves worked hard, was a good businessman, industrious 

and frugal, which resulted in prosperity and much respect in 

his community. He died in 1910 at age 79 and at that time 

was living in retirement at 340 N. 12th Street in San Jose. 

 

PAC*SJ has urged, in 2004 and again in 2008,  the Historic 

Landmarks Commission and the Planning Department to 

consider nominating this house in District 1 as a City Land-

mark. No action was ever taken to place the house on the 

Historic Inventory or nominate it for a landmark.                           

              -Gayle Frank 

    

Graves House (Cont’d)  

Historical Atlas Map of Santa Clara County by Thompson & West, 1876  
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 Preservation Kudos  

The Francis (Frank)  J. Smith House, a San Jose 

City Landmark (HS86-31), on San Felipe 

Road, is about to be moved a short distance to 

make way for a new senior living complex. 

The good news is that it will be renovated and 

saved. It is in very poor condition and needs 

much tender loving care. The Oakmont Senior 

Living firm has agreed to save this house in 

conjunction with building senior housing on 

the rest of the acreage (4.9 acres).  

The landmark house, whose address was 3550 

San Felipe Road, was built in 1874 on land 

purchased from the Spanish land grant, Ran-

cho Yerba Buena.   Francis, who came to Santa 

Clara County in 1868 from New York, and his 

brother Charles C. Smith opened the first store 

and Post Office in Evergreen in 1868, which  

became the social center of the small 

community.  

Frank became the Evergreen Village 

Postmaster and was elected a School 

Trustee in 1870. 

The solid redwood, two-story  

farmhouse is described as Gothic 

Classic Revival style. It initially had 

ten rooms and still closely resembles 

the original construction.    

 Drawing of the F. J. Smith store 

(foreground) and farmhouse. 

(Image from Historical Atlas Map of Santa 

Clara County by Thompson & West, 1876)  

The Smith House on San Felipe Road in 2010.  

Saving the F. J. Smith House 

Photo/Text Gayle Frank 
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 Preservation Kudos 

The former Ken Ling Low Chop Suey building has 

now been transformed into a new restaurant, Wen-

zhou Noodles, and is scheduled to open soon to the 

public. The two story historic building and San Jose 

City Landmark is located at 625 N. 6th Street, San Jose. 

The building has been renovated and Wenzhou Noo-

dles will be offering homemade noodles and an inter-

esting menu of Asian dishes. Congratulations to Carol 

Chen, owner of Wenzhou Noodles. 

 

To view the vintage photos of the building and see the 

construction work done, visit http://wenzhounoodles. 

com/about-us/history/. 

  

The actual building was constructed in 1887 as a Japa-

nese boarding house near Chinatown, then known as 

Heinlenville, named after John Heinlen who leased 

the land to the Chinese community. In 1915, Mr. Ng  

purchased the site as the new location for his existing 

Chinese restaurant, Ken Ling Low,  in Heinlenville.  

Ken Ling Low Brought Back to Life 

The cantilevered balcony and the barrel-vaulted roof were added 

to the building by Ng at that time. This is a rare example from 

what was once a Chinese neighborhood. 

 

The restaurant, on the second floor, continued to operate by the 

Ng family until the 1970s. Other occupants over the years includ-

ed the Philippine Food Mart and curio shop at ground level, later 

a Filipino restaurant and most recently the Cuban International 

Restaurant.  

 

The building has been completely renovated with a restored fa-

çade, but the side and back walls needed replacements due to 

heavy damage.       

Former Ken Ling Low:  

now Wenzhou Noodles at 625 N. 6th St. 

(Photo/Text: Gaye Frank; taken August, 2016) 

Left, vintage photo of the Ken Ling Low Restaurant 

on second floor with The Philippine Food Mart  

& Curio Shop on ground floor. 

http://wenzhounoodles.com/about-us/history/
http://wenzhounoodles.com/about-us/history/
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 Preservation Kudos 

The rare pedestrian tunnel at The Alameda, between Shasta 

and Hester Streets, has been a neighborhood eyesore and 

safety concern for years. As expected, the tunnel suffered 

from trash, graffiti, dirt, loitering, and offensive smells, 

which riled many neighbors. But Robert “Dave” Thomas and 

his daughter Taylor came to the rescue armed with shovels, 

cleaning materials, paint and a lot of hard work. 

 

Thomas and his daughter helped to relocate a homeless man 

who lived in the tunnel. Then they proceeded to cart out the 

garbage and excrement and power washed the interior. In 

addition, Thomas added a convex mirror at each end of the 

tunnel, clever signs and installed custom chain-link gates at 

each end. The subterranean walkway is painted a bright yel-

low with colorful hearts and other shapes. The vintage lights 

also have been repaired.  

 

In June, the participants of the PAC*SJ Hanchett Park Walk-

ing Tour enjoyed crossing The Alameda using the tunnel. 

 

The tunnel (also called a subway) was built in 1928 after two 

students, who attended Hester School at 1460 The Alameda, 

were killed by speeding automobiles while crossing the 

street. The tunnel travels under The Alameda and provided a 

safer crossing for Hester students. The deceased students’ 

names, Virginia A. Frazer and Charles Loring Sykes, appear 

on the subway plaque. 

 

Improvement costs for the tunnel have so far been paid for 

by Thomas. He has discussed the future of the tunnel with 

the District 6 city council office and hopes to work with the 

Department of Transportation and the Public Works Depart-

ment to have the tunnel maintained and kept open. More 

expenditures will be required. The tunnel is just one of many 

projects that Dave Thomas has contributed to with his time 

and treasure. Thank you Dave Thomas and Taylor Thomas!

                   

Above, stairs descending to the pedestrian tunnel that 

travels under The Alameda. 

Right, the interior subterranean walkway, freshly painted 

with bright colors.  
 

 (Photos/Text: Gayle Frank) 

Pedestrian Tunnel Restored 
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ON   THE   RADAR 

 

PAC*SJ is Still Keeping  

An Eye On— 

Pellier Park  

Montgomery Hotel 

Century 21                      

  San Jose Mercury Building     

               Agnews Developmental Center     

Gateway Tower 

Plans continue for an exhibit honoring Charles Herrold, San 

Jose’s pioneer radio broadcaster and educator, in a portion of 

the City Landmark building at 465 S. First St. The hi-rise 

Gateway Tower will engulf the two-story building but at 

least Herrold and his College of Wireless & Engineering at 

that location will be recognized. 

 

to experience the park, understand its history, and learn from 

the community about topics related to the park that matter to 

them. The City is considering physical and use changes to 

renew the  7-acre historic park. The final design of the park 

will be a result of the Design Competition sponsored by the 

Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services. 

         Willow Glen Trestle 

The results on the National Trust verdict on listing the Trestle 

on the list of historic places is still pending. 

 

        Vintage Tower 

 
A fire broke out on July 17th in the historic Vintage Tower,  a City 

Landmark of Art Deco design, at 235 E. Santa Clara St. The fire was 

quickly extinguished but left water damage and displaced about 60 

residents. The cause was attributed to a faulty ceiling light. The 12- 

story structure, built in 1928, was originally known as the Medico-

Dental Building but  was converted to retail on the ground floor with 

59  upstairs studio or one-bedroom living units in 1988. 

      St. James Park 

A tour and community forum on St. James 

Park was held in August to provide an op-

portunity for the four finalist design teams 

selected to participate in the competition     

      27 S. First Street 
 

The former Ross Dress for Less building at 27 S. First Street, 

across from the Bank of America building, may have limited 

days left. A proposal for a 24-story tower project that would 

include apartments and ground floor retail is in the works. 

PAC*SJ is monitoring the large scale project since it is close 

to the historic Bank of America building and is adjacent to 

the Downtown Historic District. For many decades, the 

building was occupied by Woolworth’s, the last of the dime 

stores and lunch counters. In 2001, the City of San Jose was 

eager to install House of Blues as a tenant for the building, 

which would have brought a large music venue downtown, 

but that project was never realized. 

27 S. First St.—Previously Woolworth’s  

and more recently Ross Dress for Less.  

Former Herrold’s College of Wireless & Engineering.

(Photos: Gayle Frank) 



Continuity, Summer 2016               www.preservation.org Page 12 

 

 

PAC*SJ members Patt Curia and André Luthard celebrated with 

neighbors and PAC*SJ members the 100th anniversary of their re-

spective houses in Naglee Park on June 11th. Guests gathered first 

at Patt’s home, 260 S. 13th St., and enjoyed an interior tour along 

with wine and appetizers. Then everyone walked over to André ’s 

home , 202 S. 14th St., for a second tour and a feast in the backyard.   

The homes are lovingly cared for and guests were delighted to  

amble through. Congratulations Patt and André !!     

Members Event—100 Year Houses  

 André Luthard, Patt Curia and Brian Grayson. 

 

Below, guests enjoying the feast.  

 

Lower, left, guests in André’s yard. 

Above, Patt Curia’s lovely living room. 

(More photos on next page) 
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Top left, André’s dining room with 

beautiful built-in cabinetry.  

 

Top right, guests at André’s house  

admired the unusual windows  

that open from the bottom out. 

 

Left, Krista van Laan, Lisa Berry and  

Shanna Desai, PAC*SJ President,  

at André’s house. 

(Photos: Gayle Frank) 

Members Event (Cont’d)   

  

 Movie Night at Harris-Lass Museum 

On September 16, 2016, in the 1867 era Barn on the Harris-Lass Museum Preserve, 1889 Market Street, Santa 

Clara, the Historic Preservation Society of Santa Clara is sponsoring its annual Movie Night. This year, Million 

Dollar Dirt, a 20-minute documentary on how the Santa Clara area transformed from an agricultural paradise 

known as “The Valley of Heart’s Delight” to the world hub of high technology, will be shown.  Multiple show-

ings are scheduled for 6:30, 7:00, 7:30 and 8:00 PM. Free admission; popcorn and cider will be served. Visit  

HarrisLass.org for details 
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PAC*SJ 2016 Calendar 

Nov   17   Thursday, PAC*SJ Movie Night, 6:30 PM. San Jose Woman’s Club, 75 S. 11th Street. 

  

Sep  19   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Sep  10   Saturday, 10 AM. PAC*SJ Walking Tour of San Jose’s Little Italy. See page 11. 

Oct  17   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Nov  21   Monday, PAC*SJ Annual Meeting & Board Meeting, 6:30—8 PM.  HSJ,  Pasetta House. 

PAC*SJ & SJWC Present 

Throwback Thursday Movie Night—November 17th  
6:30 PM—San Jose Woman’s Club—75 S. 11th Street, San Jose 

Mid-century movies of Santa Clara Valley ◘ 1950s potluck ◘ contest for best 1950s potluck 

dishes ◘ contest for best vintage or movie star outfits ◘ silent auction ◘ no-host bar  
    

 $5 Entrance 

Parking free surrounding the Clubhouse after 6 PM except the 00 block of 12th Street. Off-street parking ($5) at the SJSU 10th St./E. San Fernando Garage 



Continuity, Summer 2016                   www.preservation.org Page 15 

 

 

Join Our Last 2016 Historic Walking Tour  
Don’t miss our last historic walking tour this year.  Tours are 

only $10 each for PAC*SJ members and $15 for non-

members. To reserve your spot go to our website, 

www.preservation.com. Space may be limited. For questions, 

email us at info@preservation.org. 

The End of Summer sale followed quickly on the coat tails of 

the July Estate Sale but there was no shortage in quantity and 

quality of merchandise: Grandfather clock, vintage beds, 

pedestal sink, linens, tools, Matchbox cars, LPs, even 8 track 

tapes and record players, etc.  

 

As always, we are 

grateful to the Salas, 

Wangsness-Liesenfelt, 

Mason, and Curia fami-

lies for storing and dis-

playing the sales items 

on their front yards 

during the sale. Special 

call out to Gilda Mess-

mer who volunteered 

three days. The usual 

suspects and several 

new volunteers assisted 

in sales and merchan-

dising: Art Carroll, Pat 

Columbe, André Lu-

thard, Sandy Swirsky 

and husband Lyle, 

Hugh Graham,  Gayle Frank, Renee Coca, Jim Norvell, Ted 

Essy, Tom Aldridge, Leslie Masunaga, Bev Blockie, John 

Mitchell, Lisa Wangsness, April and Hans Halberstadt, Ron 

Hagen, Mary Lou Mason, Kristen Pendleton, Lucille Boone,  
 

9/10/16, 10 AM—Little Italy  

The preservation of Little Italy was one of the earliest PAC*SJ 

endeavors. The tour will cover both history and architecture. 

Little Italy San Jose is a Non Profit Organization dedicated to 

the revival of the original Italian Settlement in San Jose da-

ting back to the 1880’s.  For the past 5 years, Little Italy has 

moved in authentic Italian businesses such as Paesano  

Ristorante, Bel Bacio Italian Café, and La Piccola Scuola nel 

Parco, honored 30 prominent Italian Americans on park ban-

ners, and created a Piazza Piccola Italia with engraved bricks 

from the community.   

Tim McAuliff, Heather David, Lynda Sereno, Gilda and John 

Messmer, Jane and Dave Guinther, Marilyn Messina,  Heinz 

Boedecker, Connie Foley,  Rose Van Domelen, Chloe Lein-

wand, Shannah Miller, Chris Trent, Kenneth Trent, Alice Go-

sak, Lisa Hettler-Smith, Diana Wirt, Dann Tan Lee, plus Sara, 

Sean, Adriana and Nickolas. I apologize if I missed any  

helpers.  

 

Many thanks to the generosity of Naglee Park neighbors and 

PAC*SJ members as well as strangers looking for a trusted 

organization to gift their family heirlooms.   

 

Mark your calendar 

on November 17th 

for PAC*SJ’s famous 

Movie Night cele-

brating San Jose 

history and mid-

century food delica-

cies at the landmark 

SJ Woman’s Club. 

We will bring a spe-

cial collection of 

auction items. Next 

HUGE sale will oc-

cur March 2017.   

August Yard Sale Sell out: $5000 to Benefit San Jose Historic Preservation 

A Happy Shopper 

 

     -Patt Curia  

 

Dogs Like to Shop Too! 
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Historic Renovation Presentation  
Ron Tanner visited San Jose for the second time 

and updated his adventures in restoring and 

renovating historic buildings. PAC*SJ hosted the 

June 28th presentation in the Firehouse at Histo-

ry Park. Tanner discussed and showed slides of 

the “before” and “after” of his 1897 Baltimore 

brownstone that was once occupied by a frater-

nity, and his more recent project, a Victorian 

farmhouse. The contrast between dilapidated 

and renovated structures was amazing. Ron also 

brought along his beloved Bassett Hound, Cleo. 

The main points of his presentation regarding 

historical renovation were: 

1. Keep the renovation appropriate to the era 

of the structure. 

2. Restore the structure to its original function, 

or don’t hamper the original function. 

3. Changes to the historic structure need to be 

reversible. 

Cleo. 

Ron Tanner at History Park. 

(Photos: Gayle Frank) 

To access 15 Youtube videos on 

house repairs instructions or 

stories of Ron and Jill’s adven-

tures renovating houses, visit: 

https://www. youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLvYkjnT-NH-W9wrokaS 

Cwd-xRyYEcE4Tg or google Ron 

Tanner. 

Notable Quotable from a San Francisco Bulletin article, Dec. 7, 1866 

San Jose 

“As some persons already know, this is a handsome city of 6,000 inhabitants, and has wide, level 

streets. Some uncommonly fine buildings for such a town, a couple of ample public squares in ad-

dition to the usual plaza, a pretty park adorned with shrubbery, half a dozen newspapers, and sev-

eral first class schools. But there are almost incredible items of interest connected with the place 

which are not so well known. For instance: The county is said to be out of debt; the $150,000 of 

scrip appropriated for the stately Courthouse now in course of erection has sold at figures ranging 

all the way from one up to five per cent premium; the city is also out of debt and has $150,000 in its 

treasury. I give these marvels as they were told to me--I dare not vouch for them. Cities and coun-

ties that are out of debt are very rare; the official virtue that permits them to remain so is still rarer-

-wherefore we must receive such statements as the above with caution.“ 

                        -Mark Twain, Reporter 
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The Diving Ladies of San Jose   By Heather M. David 

was lifted to promote motel 

swimming pools in the 

1950s.  By the 1950s, the div-

ing girl was now a lady.  In 

addition to motel swimming 

pools, she was used to pro-

mote the Greyhound Bus 

Company, swimming pool 

and swimming pool supply 

companies, and vacation/

travel in general. 

    

The greater San Francisco 

Bay Area was once home to 

at least eight motel neon 

divers.  The city of San Jose could boast at least three of 

them. The motels in San Jose with neon diving lady signs 

were the: 

      

Casa Linda Motel—1669 Monterey Highway (S.  1st), San Jose 

The Casa Linda Motel, located along historic Monterey 

Highway, began its days as a modest 7-unit auto court.  The 

motel was built in 1948, with a long row of alternating 

rooms and carports.  The swimming pool arrived a bit later, 

as competition in the motel market increased.  The Casa 

Linda sign features the letters M-O-T-E-L filled with bulb 

lights.  The signage rests on a brick pedestal, with a wagon 

wheel at its center.  At some point in the 1950s, as evi-

denced in vintage postcards, a neon diving lady and swim-

ming pool appear on the sign.  And at some point (exact 

date unknown), they disappear… along with the motel pool 

itself.                  (Cont’d p. 18) 

Most often she wears a one piece bathing suit and a matching 

cap…but not always.  Sometimes, her hair flows freely and she 

sports a racy two-piece.  Her preferred position is a forward 

dive, straight… but periodically, she opts for a swan dive or a 

pike.  In the 1950s and 1960s, diving ladies appeared on U.S. 

motel signs to advertise the presence of swimming pools.  Once 

a common sight off the American roadside, these signs have 

become increasingly rare. 

 

                      Origins of the Diving Lady Motel Sign 

It is generally agreed that the first neon motel divers in the 

United States were based on the Jantzen “Red Diving Girl” cor-

porate logo.  The iconic image, which features a diving lady in 

a red bathing suit with matching cap, dates to the late 1910s.  

Created by artists Florenz and Frank Clark, the “Red Diving 

Girl” was first introduced in Jantzen advertisements in the 

1920s.  In a brilliant marketing maneuver, the Jantzen company 

produced 10,000 water transfer decals in 1922 featuring their 

diving girl logo.  Originally intended for store window dis-

plays, the decals soon appeared on car windshields across the 

United States, and the Jantzen “Red Diving Girl” was on her 

way to becoming “The Most Widely Traveled Lady in Ameri-

ca.”  Within five years, an estimated 5 MILLION Jantzen diving 

ladies could be found on American cars. 

 

In 1923, the “Red Diving Girl” appeared on Jantzen swimsuits.  

She soon showed up in popular magazines, on billboards, lug-

gage tags, ashtrays, and paperweights.  There were diving girl 

hood ornaments, golf balls, and pens. Her universal appeal was  

inarguable.  It was not surprising then that her likable likeness 

1920s Jantzen swimmer. 

www.jantzen.com/icon.html 

Greyhound Bus Ad, 1954. 

 

Casa Linda Motel from a vintage postcard. 
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    Diving Ladies (Cont’d) 
              Park View Motel – 1140 S. 2nd Street, San Jose 

San Jose’s Park View Motel (below) opened in 1954, featuring 

deluxe accommodations with “Steam Heat” and Serta 

“Perfect Sleepers.”  The motel’s otherwise modest sign rested 

against a functioning water wheel. This distinctive feature 

lent itself nicely to the following marketing slogan - “PARK 

VIEW MOTEL - The Beautiful Home of the Water Wheel.”  

When the Park View added a swimming pool to the property 

around 1960, a neon diver with a pool was incorporated into 

the motel signage.  The Park View’s diving lady lasted 40 

years before succumbing to a bulldozer. 

           City Center Motel – 45 E. Reed Street, San Jose 

Not to be outdone by a giant water wheel, the City Center 

Motel arrived in downtown San Jose in 1958.  Marketed as 

San Jose’s “finest” motel, the City Center offered “resort liv-

ing” including steam heat, air-conditioning, and king sized 

beds.  In 1960, a swimming pool was added.  The pool was 

followed by a neon diving lady pole sign that is viewable 

from the highway.  A sign permit shows that the sign compa-

ny was Ad Art, Inc. but it is unclear whether Ad Art was re-

sponsible for the original design.  For those unfamiliar with 

Ad Art, the company was one of the top players in the U.S. 

sign industry in 

the 1960s.   

  

But wait… 

there’s more! 

 

   (Cont’d p. 19) 

City Center Motel postcard 

Top: vintage postcard. 

Left, Park View Motel 

lady diver. 
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neon sign. 

 
V

in
ta

ge
 p

os
tc

ar
d 

&
 p

ho
to

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
“T

he
 R

ea
l 

D
ev

il
 



Continuity, Summer 2016                   www.preservation.org Page 19 

 

 

Diving Ladies (Cont’d) 
        De Anza Hotel - 233 W. Santa Clara Street, San Jose 

San Jose’s De Anza Hotel has a diving lady, although she is not ne-

on, and she no longer has a pool.  The De Anza diver was painted 

on the side of the 1930s-era hotel in 1951.  She was used to advertise 

the first heated outdoor hotel pool in San Jose (for those curious, the 

pool was located where the Palm Court Terrace is now).  It is un-

clear exactly when the De Anza Hotel’s pool disappeared.  Its div-

ing lady was once at risk of a disappearance too.  In the 1990s, how-

ever, city officials supported her preservation… and so the De Anza 

diver remains. 

downright saddening), the neon diver at the City 

Center Motel is one of only THREE such original 

motel signs left standing in the entire state of Cali-

fornia. If the City Center Motel diver was originally 

designed by Ad Art, she will have a special pedi-

gree. Her relatives will include the 1963 Reno Arch 

and 1968 Stardust Las Vegas signs, other Ad Art 

designs. 

 

Hats off to the diving ladies of San Jose!  May they 

keep on diving.   

 

Many thanks to the following individuals who contribut-

ed to the research for this article – Franklin Maggi of Ar-

chives & Architecture, Debra Jane Seltzer of RoadsideAr-

chitecture.com, Eric Lynxwiler of the Museum of Neon 

Art in Glendale (MONA), Chuck Barnard – former Exec-

utive Art Director for Ad Art Inc., Max Schultz of the 

Hotel Del Anza, Lisa Wangsness of LW Graphics, and 

Michael Abler – former co-owner of Dive Bar. 

                 

Dive Bar sign.  
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    Dive Bar - 78 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose 

There’s a neon diving lady sign at San Jose’s Dive Bar but this gal’s   

retro, not vintage. The Dive Bar’s exterior diving lady (note: there’s a 

diver inside the bar too) appeared in 2007.  Designed by Lisa 

Wangsness and Michael Abler, and nicknamed “Betty,” the sign was 

fabricated and installed by Northwest Signs of Santa Cruz.  Betty 

measures 11' 6" from head to toe.  One will notice that she is a bit 

“bustier” than her neon predecessors. Per Michael Abler, Betty is 

“definitely an homage to the diving ladies that graced motels of yes-

teryear.” 

 

Today, there is just ONE diving lady standalone motel sign left 

standing in the entire San Francisco Bay Area - the diving dame at 

San Jose’s City Center Motel.  Perhaps even more surprising (if not     

Historic DeAnza diver. 

(Courtesy Eric Carlson) 

Contemporary DeAnza diver. 

(photo: Heather David) 
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Special shout out to Joan Bohnett who scheduled surgery 

around sale dates. The usual suspects and several new volun-

teers assisted in sales and merchandising: Art Carroll, Joan 

Bohnett,  Pat Columbe, Andre and Markus Luthard, Susan 

Thomas, Rebecca Acton, Wini Leeds, Shannah Miller and 

Sons, Jodi Picard, Diana Wirt, Dev Rendler, Joe Golda and 

Sons, Sandra Soellner, Laura “the Bead Lady,” Renee Coca, 

Jim Norvell, Ted Essy, Tom Aldridge, Leslie Masunaga, Bev 

Blockie, John Mitchell, Lisa Wangsness, April and Hans Hal-

berstadt, the Buis-Nemmer family, Mary Lou Mason, Tim 

McAuliff, Sherry Hitchcock, Sally Beste, Heather David, 

Lynda Sereno, Gilda and John Messmer, Michael Galleto, 

Marilyn Messina, Rose Van Domelen,. I apologize if I missed 

any helpers.  

Many thanks again to San Jose Woman’s Club members who 

generously staffed the sale.  -Patt Curia 

 In Memoriam 

Helen Stevens 
3/29/41 – 6/22/16 

PAC*SJ has lost a good friend. Helen served on our Board of  

Directors from 2004 through 2014.  She was V.P. of Fundraising in 2006, 

Membership Chair in 2007-8, and then Secretary in 2009, and was always 

a c t i v e  i n  f u nd r a i s i ng  a n d  ev en t s .  H e r  g en e r ou s  

support of time and treasure was greatly appreciated. 

Helen retired in 2012 as Director of the Office of International Programs 

and Services at San Jose State University. She served thousands of students 

and scholars from around the world including the United States and en-

riched their lives for the better. 

Previously, Helen held leadership roles from 1974 until 1998 at University 

of Kentucky, Florida State University, Tallahassee, and the State University 

of New York in Buffalo. She held a Bachelor of Arts degree in French and 

French Literature from Georgetown College and a Master’s degree in 

French Language and Literature from the University of Kentucky. 

Helen was also active with the American Association of University Women 

(AAUW) and made many lasting friendships there. 

Preservation Action Council held an estate sale mid-July to 

distribute the donations from Helen Stevens, a wonderful 

contributor to the PAC*SJ  Board and organization as well as 

the manager of the SJSU International Student program for 

many years.  

The PAC *SJ garage sale team worked the two-day sale which 

earned $4000 to benefit local historic preservation through ed-

ucation and advocacy of the reuse and restoration of local ar-

chitectural treasures and neighborhoods. 

Many thanks to the Leisenfelt-Wangsness, Curia, Salas, and 

Mason families for sharing their property for the sale. And to 

Patti Phillips and Tim McAuliff for preparing lunch for the 

team.  

Besides Helen’s treasures, PAC*SJ received items from three 

members who were moving out of town. We welcome these 

“total” gifts which include the mundane as well as the exotic. 

 SIDEWALK ESTATE SALE GARNERS $4000 FOR HERITAGE ADVOCACY 

 

Helen Stevens in  2014  

at a PAC*SJ Event 
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Exploring San Jose City Landmarks  

HL92-68; John Stock Sons Warehouse, 299 Bassett St.     
John Stock, from Germany, was a well-known businessman 

in San Jose and began selling stoves and tin goods as far back 

as 1854. John’s brother, Frank Stock, arrived in San Jose in 

1852. John arrived two years later with merchandise pur-

chased in New York and brought here via the Isthmus of 

Panama. The brothers opened their store on the corner of 

Market and Santa Clara Streets. Frank then bought a lot on 

South First Street, built the first brick building on that street 

and then moved the store there.  By 1861, John Stock bought 

out his brother and named the store after himself. 

In 1884, John Stock retired, and his sons, John L., Frank, and 

Peter H. Stock succeeded him in the business, expanding the 

store and enlarging the array of goods to be sold (see Even-

ing News ad above). Frank Stock, the eldest son, who was 

brought to San Jose at six months of age, began working as 

the bookkeeper for his father’s stove/hardware business at 

age 15 and then served as purchasing agent from the age of 

16. By the 1880s, he was the manager of the business.  

The firm, now John Stock Sons, soon employed up to 20 men 

and offered contract work for galvanized sheet-iron, tin work 

and gas-fitting. Their larger contracts included the Hotel 

Vendome, the “new” (1889) City Hall, and the Agnew Asy-

lum.   

Here is the next San Jose Landmark from the City list. Check 

previous Continuity issues for earlier landmark descriptions 

at www.preservation.org.  

In 1891, the John Stock Sons Warehouse was designed and 

built by the prominent, local architect firm, Jacob Lenzen & 

Sons and was erected near San Jose’s main train station on 

Bassett Street, which facilitated receiving and transporting 

goods. That train station was in use until the mid-1930s.  

Later, the Bassett Street warehouse was used by Mangrum & 

Otter Hardware and then from the 1920a until the early 1970s, 

the building served as a warehouse for Hart’s department 

store. Hart’s was a popular, major retailer in San Jose that left 

downtown in 1968. It was originally founded in San Jose by 

Leopold Hart when he purchased property on the corner of 

Market and Santa Clara Streets in 1863.    

The historic sign on the back of the city landmark warehouse 

displays “Hart’s” with a large white heart behind the “H.” 

Below, it once read, “San Jose’s Big Department Store” and 

“Warehouse #3” but the wall has been repeatedly scarred 

with graffiti. Recently the build-

ing owner exclaimed frustration 

after repeated paint-overs are 

trashed. An office/residential de-

velopment is scheduled for the 

empty land between the ware-

house and Highway 87. The 

Hart’s sign will no longer be visi-

ble from the freeway.                
         (Cont’d p.  22)  

 

Looking northwest at the two  

brick facades of 299A  

and 299B (foreground). 

(Photos/Text: Gayle Frank) 

The John Stock Sons 
71-77 South First Street. 

 

Phone, Main 76. 

A firm identified with the leading business interests of San Jose for many years. Its 

stores are among the best in this city, located in the heart of the business section 

and in a handsome business block owned by the firm. Their line of Hardware, Build-

ers’ Supplies, Plumbing Supplies, Heating and Lighting Appliances and Fixtures is 

one of the largest and best carried on this Coast, and they are large contractors in 

plumbing, heating, mantel and other work. A long experience in business, coupled 

with industry and honest methods of dealing, have won for this house the respect 

and custom of the best interests in this county. 
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City Landmarks (Cont’d)  

More recently, Charles & Charles, a furniture and 

antique dealer, purchased the warehouse. 

The facility was made up of three attached sections, 

the original brick two-story warehouse (299A), and 

two shorter buildings (299B & 299C). The northeast 

portion has been re-stuccoed and painted black, but 

the brick building with a flat roof remains. Its ma-

sonry has been reinforced and the interior has been 

reconfigured into offices. The windows and doors at 

299A have wide redwood lintels.  

Presently the site has been renovated and is 

occupied by Studio G Architects on the sec-

ond floor. The double door glass entrances 

sparkle, the signs are fresh and unobtrusive, 

and the interior tile steps that reach offices are 

attractive. 

The building is significant because it is one of 

the few remaining brick warehouses in the 

County and is the only remaining 19th century 

warehouse associated with the San Pedro 

Street freight depot.   

Sources:   

-Pen pictures from the Garden of the World, or Santa 

County Clara, Foot, 1888, pg 51. 

 -Historic Resources Inventory, Glory Anne Laffey, 

12/5/1991.  

Top, view looking northeast at 299A (foreground) and 299B.  Right, close up of doors, 

lintels and brick.   Above, interior tile steps to offices and elevator. 

Below, Rear of the three attached buildings with graffiti. The Hart’s sign  

is on the rear of  Building 299A. 
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PAC*SJ Membership Application   

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ ___ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Members who do not provide email addresses cannot receive timely 

 notices of news, announcements and events. PAC*SJ will not   

   release your contact details to others without your consent.   

 

New Member________  Renewing Member_______

 Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

   

   

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special 

premium, Signposts Revisited, by Pat Loomis or the   

Bay Area Modern playing cards. 

Please check if you would like to receive  

a book or playing cards   

Signposts Revisited   or  cards          

or  both at the $250 level. 

   I am enclosing $     as an extra donation to   

 

   PAC*SJ for a total amount of $        

  

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership    Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 
   

Complete and return with your check to:  

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105         info@preservation.org                                                                          

AmazonSmile  

benefits PAC*SJ  

For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile,  

the AmazonSmile Foundation  

will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to  

the customer’s selected charitable organization.   

 

Go to preservation.org and click the Amazon link.  

Select your items and complete your  

purchases as you normally would.    

 

Thanks for Your Support!! 
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San Jose’s architectural 

heritage through education, advocacy and 

events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good for 

our quality of life, good for business, and good 

for the environment. We aim to integrate a 

strong commitment to historic preservation into 

the land use and development decisions of the 

City of San Jose that affect historic resources, as 

well as into the private decisions of property 

owners and developers. We try to bring owners 

and developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

PAC*SJ 2016 Board    

 Staff: Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 384 

SAN JOSE, CA 

Shanna Desai, President 

André Luthard, Vice President Advocacy 

Darryl Boyd, Treasurer 

Hugh Graham, Secretary 

Pat Colombe 

 

Advisory Board 

Gayle Frank    

Sharon McCauley 

Marilyn Messina 

John Mitchell 

 

 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Ken Fowler, CPA 

April Halberstadt 

Alan Hess 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Keith Watt 

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Or Current Resident 

Like Us On Facebook! 

                 Renew or Join PAC*SJ Today!  


